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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-01

COMING HOME: ON RELEASE OF INDIAN PILOT WG.
CDR. ABHINANDAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

With Pakistan’s decision to release Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman, tensions
between India and Pakistan may finally wind down. The gesture, which Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan called an offer of peace and goodwill, must be appreciated, although
there is evidence to suggest that there was pressure from other countries on Islamabad to make
such an announcement to prevent further escalation from India. If Wing Commander
Abhinandan’s return provides the space for diplomacy to take over, it is because it gives both
countries the opportunity to signal a victory of sorts. Islamabad will project itself as having done
the decent thing, and New Delhi is likely to claim that its tough stance compelled his return.
There have been a number of incidents that took the subcontinent to the brink of a conflict that
could have quite easily spiralled out of control — from the Pulwama attack to the Indian air
strikes on Balakot, to attempted attacks by Pakistani military aircraft in Jammu and Kashmir, and
the IAF pilot’s capture. The sense of uncertainty was only made worse by the utterances of
public figures and the media on both sides, who tried to score points domestically. In India,
within a few weeks the image of a nation in grief determined to fight terrorism appeared to have
given way to triumphalism over the Balakot strikes. Pakistan went the same way after it foiled an
attack across the Line of Control that saw both sides take down each other’s aircraft. Videos of
Wing Commander Abhinandan being manhandled by a mob before Pakistani soldiers moved in
to protect him did not help. As a result, the focus changed within a few days from India’s outrage
over the terror strike to two nuclear neighbours poised for conflict.

Abhinandan Varthaman release: World leaders work behind the scenes to avert India-Pakistan
conflict

It is time for New Delhi and Islamabad to use the pause afforded by the relief over the release to
decide on the rules of engagement. Pakistan must realise that the time for denial and
obfuscation is over. Unless it begins to act on India’s and the world community’s concerns about
Pakistan-based terror safe havens in a time-bound manner, the two nations could be back on
the brink of war if there is another trigger. If it does act, it could herald a paradigm shift in India-
Pakistan engagement and help fix its own fragile economy. This has a precedent: the period that
followed then-Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf’s 2003 announcement on shutting down
terror groups, when Pakistan’s military actually showed some results in the matter, was the most
productive phase of engagement between the two countries in recent decades. Significantly, it
was a time of economic growth and stability too for Pakistan. New Delhi must be ready to show
both flexibility and a determined focus on Pakistan’s action against terror groups, including the
Jaish-e-Mohammad. This is the best way to build constructively on the international consensus
built post-Pulwama in India’s favour.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-01

AGREEMENT FOR BILATERAL SWAP ARRANGEMENT
(BSA) BETWEEN INDIA AND JAPAN AND PROVIDES
FOR INDIA TO ACCESS 75 BILLION IN US DOLLARS.

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Ministry of Finance

Agreement for Bilateral Swap Arrangement (BSA) between
India and Japan and provides for India to access 75 billion
in US dollars.

Posted On: 28 FEB 2019 11:06AM by PIB Delhi

Reserve Bank of India and Bank of Japan have completed signing of the Agreement for Bilateral
Swap Arrangement (BSA) between India and Japan. It may be recalled that the BSA was
negotiated between India and Japan during the visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to
Tokyo on 29.10.2018. This BSA provides for India to access 75 billion in US dollars whereas the
earlier BSA had provided for US $50 billion. The BSA was approved by the Union Cabinet on
10.01.2019.

The agreement for the BSA has become effective from today i.e. 28.02.2019. India can access
the agreed amount of USD 75 billion for its domestic currency, for the purpose of maintaining an
appropriate level of balance of payments or short-term liquidity.  A part of the BSA can be
accessed at the discretion of India. India has comfortable level of foreign exchange reserves
presently. The BSA provides India flexibility to use these reserves if at any point of time, in its
judgment, there is need to use the resources available under BSA.

Government of India welcomes BSA effectiveness and expresses its gratitude to Japan for
agreeing to enter into this arrangement. This is in the spirit of strong partnership and carries out
its strategic partnership further. This financial cooperation would further enhance the strong
economic ties between India and Japan.

 

*****

DSM/RM/KA

(Release ID: 1566584) Visitor Counter : 808

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi , Marathi , Bengali
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CHINA OFFERS TACIT SUPPORT TO INDIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

China on Wednesday appeared to have walked a thin line by tacitly supporting Indian air strikes
against the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) terrorist camp in Pakistan, but making it plain that it would
not label Islamabad as a state sponsor of terrorism.

China’s deft balancing act became visible during comments by Chinese State Councillor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi during the course of the Russia-India-China (RIC) Foreign Ministers’
meeting in the picturesque town of Wuzhen.

Without referring to the cross-border attack by the Indian Air Force on Tuesday on a JeM
training camp in Balakot, Mr. Wang said that it was “especially important” to “eradicate the
breeding grounds of terrorism and extremism.”

Endorsing the Chinese Foreign Minister’s remarks, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on
two occasions referred to Mr. Wang’s observation.

In response to a question on whether there was divergence on the Pulwama attack between
India and China, Ms. Swaraj said: “As far as joint strategy is concerned, you just heard Foreign
Minister Wang Yi’s speech. What he said during his concluding statement, he reiterated here,
and he said that we would cooperate on eradicating the breeding grounds of terrorism.”

Referring to the adoption of a common approach by the three RIC countries, Ms. Swaraj said
that, “This is not only a common strategy for the three of us, but it is resolution for the three of
us.”

But the Chinese Foreign Minister also said Pakistan was opposed to terrorism.

“China, Russia and India have reaffirmed our strong opposition to terrorism in its various forms
and manifestations. At the same time, we believe that Pakistan has always been opposed to
terrorism,” Mr. Wang observed.

Referring to the “recent developments between India and Pakistan,” Mr. Wang said he
appreciated “statements by Indian and Pakistani friends saying that they would exercise restraint
and avoid escalation of the situation.”

‘Mutual friend’

Besides, describing China as a “mutual friend” of India and Pakistan, he hoped that both
countries “can conduct dialogue to establish facts through investigations to keep things under
control and maintain peace and stability in the region.”

Short of offering mediation, the Chinese Foreign Minister said that Beijing was “playing a
constructive role not the opposite.”
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-01

AIR STRIKE ACROSS LOC PRE-EMPTIVE, SUSHMA
TELLS CHINA, RUSSIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Making India’s case:Sushma Swaraj with Wang Yi, centre, and Sergei Lavrov, left, in Wuzhen
on Wednesday.PTIPTI  

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj on Wednesday blamed Pakistan’s inaction against
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) — the international terror group responsible for the Pulwama attack
— for triggering the strike by the Indian Air Force across the Line of Control, and reiterated that
New Delhi was averse to any escalation of tensions with Islamabad.

“In the light of continued refusal of Pakistan to acknowledge and act against terror groups on its
territory and based on credible information that the JeM is planning other attacks in various parts
of India, the Government of India has decided to take pre-emptive action. The target was
selected in order to avoid civilian casualties” Ms. Swaraj said during her remarks at the plenary
foreign ministerial meeting of the Russia-India-China grouping.

She added: “No military installations were targeted. The limited objective of the pre-emptive
strike was to act decisively against the terrorist infrastructure of the JeM in order to pre-empt
another terrorist attack in India.”

Highlighting that India was exercising restraint, Ms. Swaraj said: “India does not wish to see
further escalation of the situation…”

Earlier, in the first high-level interaction with China after the Pulwama attack, Ms. Swaraj
mounted a robust attack on Pakistan, accusing it of harbouring the JeM, which had
masterminded the “worst terrorist” attack against the Indian security forces on February 14.

In her opening remarks during a one-on-one interaction with Chinese State Councillor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on the sidelines of the ministerial meeting, Ms. Swaraj stressed that
she was visiting China “at a time of grief and anger in India.”

Slamming Islamabad for the Pulwama attack, Ms. Swaraj pointed out that the “worst terrorist
attack directed against our security forces,” has been “claimed by JeM, a Pakistan-based and
supported terrorist organisation banned by the UN and other countries.”

“This terrorist attack is the direct result of the impunity and cover provided to the JeM and its
leaders by the Pakistani side,” she said.

Ms. Swaraj made it plain to Mr. Wang that “the entire UN had spoken with one voice
condemning the terrorist attack.”
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S. KOREA TO HELP U.S., N. KOREA REACH A DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Talks to continue:North Korea's leader Kim Jong-un, centre, arriving for a ceremony at the
Presidential Palace in Hanoi on Friday.AFPMANAN VATSYAYANA  

South Korea will work with the U.S. and North Korea to ensure they reach agreement on
denuclearisation, the South’s President said on Friday, a day after talks between the U.S. and
North Korean leaders collapsed over sanctions.

A second summit between U.S. President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un,
in Vietnam, was cut short after they failed to reach a deal on the extent of sanctions relief North
Korea would get in exchange for steps to give up its nuclear programme.

South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in has been an active supporter of efforts to end
confrontation on the Korean peninsula, meeting Mr. Kim three times last year and trying to
facilitate his nuclear negotiations with the U.S.

“My administration will closely communicate and cooperate with the U.S. and North Korea so as
to help their talks reach a complete settlement by any means,” Mr. Moon said in a speech in the
South Korean capital, Seoul.

Joint tourism projects

Mr. Moon also said South Korea would consult the U.S. on ways to resume joint projects with
the North, including tourism development at Mount Kumgang and the Kaesong industrial
complex, both in North Korea.

The Hanoi summit came eight months after Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim met for the first time in
Singapore and agreed to establish new relations and peace in exchange for a North Korean
commitment to work toward complete denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula.

Mr. Trump said two days of talks had made good progress but it was important not to rush into a
bad deal. He said he had walked away because of unacceptable North Korean demands.

“It was all about the sanctions,” Mr. Trump told a news conference after the talks were cut short.
“Basically, they wanted the sanctions lifted in their entirety, and we couldn’t do that.”

On Friday, Mr. Trump tweeted that the negotiations with Kim were “very substantive” and that
“we know what they want and they know what we must have,” but he gave no other details
about any next steps. “Relationship very good, lets see what happens!” he wrote.

‘Biggest step so far’

However, North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho told a news conference after Mr. Trump left
Hanoi that North Korea had sought only a partial lifting of sanctions “related to people’s
livelihoods and unrelated to military sanctions.”

He said North Korea had offered a realistic proposal involving the dismantling of all of its main
nuclear site at Yongbyon, including plutonium and uranium facilities, by engineers from both
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countries.

“This is the biggest denuclearisation step we can take based on the current level of trust
between the two countries,” Mr. Ri said.

North Korean Vice-Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui told the briefing she had the impression that
Mr. Kim “might lose his willingness to pursue a deal” after the U.S. side rejected a partial lifting
of sanctions in return for destruction of Yongbyon, “something we had never offered before.”

Speaking to South Korean media later on Friday, Ms. Choe appeared more pessimistic about
chances for progress.

“Having conducted the talks this time, it occurs to us that there may not be a need to continue,”
she said, adding that North Korea had taken “many steps” to try to reach a deal.

“We’re doing a lot of thinking,” she said while adding, the situation would change “if our
demands can be resolved.”

But despite the doubt that Ms. Choe raised, both sides have indicated they want to maintain the
momentum and press on.

“We are anxious to get back to the table so we can continue that conversation that will ultimately
lead to peace and stability, better life for the North Korean people, and a lower threat, a
denuclearised North Korea,” U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said in Manila.

Mr. Kim, who is due to leave Vietnam on Saturday, also expressed gratitude to Mr. Trump for
putting in efforts to get results, state KCNA news agency said.

The United Nations and the U.S. ratcheted up sanctions on North Korea when the reclusive
state conducted repeated nuclear and ballistic missile tests in 2017, cutting off its main sources
of hard cash.

‘Need full commitment’

The U.S. has demanded North Korea’s complete, verifiable and irreversible denuclearisation
before sanctions can be lifted. North Korea has denounced that position as ”gangster like.”

The U.S. official said North Korea had proposed closing part of its Yongbyon nuclear complex in
exchange for the lifting of all U.N. sanctions except those directly targeting their weapons of
mass destruction programmes.

The U.S. side said “that wouldnt work”, he said.

“The dilemma that we were confronted with is the North Koreans at this point are unwilling to
impose a complete freeze on their weapons of mass destruction programmes,” said the official,
who declined to be identified. “So to give many, many billions of dollars in sanctions relief would
in effect put us in a position of subsidising the ongoing development of weapons of mass
destruction,” said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Analysts estimate North Korea may have a nuclear arsenal of 20 to 60 weapons, which, if fitted
to its intercontinental ballistic missiles, could threaten the U.S mainland.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-02

INDIAN FIGHTER PILOT FREED, RETURNS HOME
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Amid tight security scores of people in jubilant mood, waving the national flag were seen
gathered on the Indian side of the border at a distance from the Attari Joint Check Post to
welcome the IAF pilot. On Wednesday, IAF fighter jets intercepted Pakistan Air Force jets as
they entered Indian air space and attempted to bomb military installations. Wg Cdr Varthaman
was in a formation of Mig-21s which intercepted them and engaged in a dog fight with an F-16 in
which he shot it and was shot down too and crashed in PoK. As a precautionary measure, the
daily retreat ceremony at the Attari-Wagah border, conducted by the Border Security Force
(BSF) was closed for the public. Amritsar Deputy Commissioner Shiv Dular Singh Dhillon told
reporters that beating the retreat ceremony would not be open for public viewing and the
decision to this effect was taken by the BSF. “For all of us here the most important thing right
now is the return of Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman. Everything else is secondary.
Probably, the BSF did not want anything else to interfere in this process and therefore this step
was taken,” said Mr. Dhillon. The BSF conducts the ceremony in coordination with its cross-
border counterparts Pakistan Rangers. It involves lowering of the flags of the two countries
along with foot stomping manoeuvres of the troops. Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh
welcomed the release of Wg Cdr Varthaman and urged Pakistan to admit to, and release, the
Prisoners of War (PoWs) still in its captivity from the 1971 war.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-02

AT OIC MEET, INDIA FLAYS TERROR FUNDING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OIC

The speech by the Indian Minister was overshadowed by the current tension between India and
Pakistan.

As Ms. Swaraj delivered her address that touched upon the rich relations between India and
various Islamic countries, a chair meant for Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
remained empty as he had cancelled the trip to Abu Dhabi.

In a strong statement, the Pakistan Foreign Minister protested the OIC’s decision to grant a
“guest of honour” status to India. Mr. Qureshi’s letter argued India had no “legal or moral
grounds” to be present at the meeting.

Emphasises ties

Ms. Swaraj named countries like Saudi Arabia and Bangladesh for the support extended for
building ties with OIC.

The Minister also named Afghanistan, Indonesia, Brunei, Egypt, Iran, Tunisia and the African
and Central Asian members of the OIC for maintaining historic and multi-layered ties with India.

Laying out the Indian attitude to solve the terrorism problem, Ms. Swaraj said, “I would like to
say that this menace could not be fought only through military, intelligence or diplomatic means.”

Ms. Swaraj said the fight against terrorism and extremism does not amount to a clash of cultures
and instead described it as a fight between ideas. She presented India’s pluralism and diversity
as a source of strength and said Indian Muslims are a “microcosm” of India’s larger diverse
culture.

“They speak Tamil and Telugu, Malayalam and Marathi, Bangla and Bhojpuri or any of the
numerous languages of India. They have diverse culinary tastes, myriad choices of traditional
attire, and they maintain strong cultural and linguistic heritage of the regions they loved and
have lived for generations,” Ms. Swaraj said, elaborating on India’s vast Muslim community.
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THE MIXED SIGNALS FROM PAKISTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Now that the first round of military tit-for-tats is over, it is important that New Delhi settles down
to parsing the mixed signals coming out of Pakistan. While keeping all options open, it is
important for the government to make a definitive assessment regarding Pakistan’s intentions
before taking the next step in both the military and diplomatic spheres. This is a difficult job,
among other things because the real decision-makers in Pakistan are not the Prime Minister and
his cabinet but the top generals ensconced in General Headquarters in Rawalpindi.

Nonetheless, one can get a fair idea of the thinking by Pakistani decision-makers by analysing
the statements and actions of politicians because they are often orchestrated by the military high
command. Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s pronouncements are, therefore, worth
following closely. His most recent statement in the Pakistan Parliament betrays the internal
conflict in both his and his generals’ assessment of the current India-Pakistan standoff and its
impact on the standing of the Pakistani military in the eyes of the country’s population.

Mr. Khan has, on the one hand, emphasised his desire for de-escalation without accepting
blame for the initial action, the Pulwama terrorist attack, that triggered the present crisis. While
ostensibly addressing the Indian government, he has attempted to present a reasonable face to
the international community by expressing his yearning for peace in the subcontinent. He has
especially emphasised the fact that both countries are nuclear powers and, therefore, any
further escalation could lead to disastrous results.

His announcement on Thursday that Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman would be
released “unconditionally” falls in this category of de-escalatory signals. His statement also
made it clear that he wanted to link the release to the reopening of negotiations with India in
order to find a way out of the current crisis.

While India welcomed this move, it refused to give Pakistan credit for what Islamabad considers
a humanitarian gesture. India has characterised it as an act undertaken in consonance with the
Geneva Convention that Pakistan, as a signatory, is compelled to follow. Therefore, Islamabad
does not deserve extra credit for merely fulfilling its international obligations.

In the same speech, Mr. Khan warned the Indian leadership, “Do not take this confrontation
further”, saying otherwise Pakistan will be “forced to retaliate”. He also made no apologies for
the terrorist acts committed by jihadi groups spawned by Pakistan’s military intelligence. Instead,
he once again asked New Delhi for proof that the Pulwama attack could be traced to Pakistan
despite the Bahawalpur-based Jaish-e-Mohammad’s acknowledgement, immediately after the
suicide bombing, that it was responsible for the incident.

There are various reasons one can decipher for Pakistan’s double-speak. Mr. Khan’s de-
escalatory rhetoric is in part the result of external pressure, especially from the U.S. and Saudi
Arabia. The Saudi Foreign Minister made a dash to Islamabad to advise the Pakistan
government not to let the crisis get out of hand. It was also clear from U.S. President Donald
Trump’s statement in Hanoi, in which he suggested that good news was about to emanate from
South Asia, that Washington had put pressure on Islamabad and possibly on New Delhi not to
engage in further military action.

It is true that the fear of escalation to the nuclear level haunts both Indian and Pakistani
decision-makers and acts as a formidable restraint preventing both from intensifying the conflict.
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An action-reaction dynamic, such as the one that started with the Pulwama attack, can
conceivably graduate to the nuclear level if Pakistan, which does not accept the “no first use”
doctrine, decides to take recourse to tactical nuclear weapons, which it has stockpiled, if it finds
itself unable to withstand India’s superior conventional power.

On the other hand, the Indian nuclear doctrine does not make a distinction between tactical and
strategic nuclear strikes and implies that India will respond through massive retaliation even if a
tactical weapon use does only a limited amount of damage. It is, therefore, difficult to predict in
this context where the escalatory process, if left unchecked, would end.

However, all these very real concerns about uncontrolled escalation have to be measured
against the Pakistani military brass’s obsession with its honour and credibility among its people.
Both have been severely damaged by its inability to anticipate and thwart the Indian aerial attack
on Balakot deep inside Pakistani territory. The military is the real power behind the throne in
Pakistan. Mr. Khan’s ascent to office was deftly managed by the military high command, which,
unlike in India, is also in control of the country’s nuclear weapons and delivery systems.

These facts make any future escalatory scenario look very scary. For, if pushed to the wall and
in danger of losing control of the state, the Pakistani military can employ a highly reckless
strategy that would unleash an unprecedented catastrophe in the Indian subcontinent. It is no
wonder that Mr. Khan has to speak with both sides of his mouth in a desperate attempt to
preserve the military’s honour while attempting to get off the escalatory ladder that can lead to
unpredictable consequences.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University and Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Center for Global Policy,
Washington DC
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India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-02

HANOI HICCUP: ON KIM-TRUMP SUMMIT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The abrupt end of talks between U.S. President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un in Hanoi is clearly a setback to attempts to find a peaceful solution to the Korean
nuclear crisis. Both sides cut short a two-day summit on the second day on Thursday without
even signing a joint communiqué. They also gave conflicting versions on why the talks
collapsed. Mr. Trump said Mr. Kim insisted on a full withdrawal of American sanctions in return
for the closure of only one nuclear facility. However, North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong-ho
later said Pyongyang had sought only partial sanctions relief in return for dismantling the
Yongbyon nuclear site, the North’s main facility. Whatever the actual reason, one thing is clear:
the bonhomie between the two leaders after last year’s Singapore summit was missing in Hanoi.
After the Singapore meet, both sides had agreed to have “new U.S.-DPRK [North Korea]
relations” and establish a “lasting and stable peace regime” on the Korean peninsula.
Pyongyang had also promised to work toward “complete denuclearisation”. No such comments
about the future course of the peace process were issued this time. The North Koreans have
ruled out any immediate plans for a future meeting between the two sides.

A part of the problem was the failure of both Washington and Pyongyang in following up on
commitments made in Singapore. A few weeks ahead of that summit in June, North Korea had
announced a complete freeze on nuclear and missile tests as a reconciliatory gesture. It had
asked the U.S. to reciprocate — its main demand was a formal declaration of an end to the
1950-53 Korean War, but the Trump administration refused to do so. Lack of confidence-building
measures too blunted the momentum created in Singapore. When U.S. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo first visited Pyongyang, Mr. Kim refused to meet him. Later, the American intelligence
community reported that North Korea continued its ballistic missile programme after the first
Trump-Kim summit. With these problems still in place, the second summit between the leaders
was announced. Any hopes of clinching a big agreement in Hanoi fell as both sides stuck to their
respective demands. However, the setback need not necessarily bring the peace process to a
halt. Mr. Trump himself has said denuclearisation is a long process. The freeze on nuclear and
missile tests that Mr. Kim announced is still in place. The Korean peninsula has been calm,
while inter-Korean relations have markedly improved. Before the Hanoi summit, there were
reports that the U.S. would declare an end to the Korean war and that both countries would
open liaison offices in each other’s capitals as part of normalisation of ties. They should go
ahead with such measures and build confidence and mutual trust while also taking a phased
approach to dealing with more contentious issues such as denuclearisation.
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ANOTHER PUSH AT UNSC TO BAN AZHAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Three permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), the U.S., U.K and
France, have made a ‘listing request’ to the UNSC on Wednesday, asking for a travel ban, arms
embargo and asset freeze on Pakistan-based Jaish-e Mohammad (JeM) leader Masood Azhar.
The JeM had claimed responsibility for the February 14 suicide attack on an Indian security
convoy in Pulwama in Kashmir that killed more than 40 Indian troops.

Government sources in Delhi said India had shared the dossier given to Pakistan, on Azhar and
Jaish-e Mohammad — including specific details of the group's terror camps and links to the
Pulwama attack and previous attacks carried out by them — with all 15 members of the UN
Security Council as well.

Wednesday’s listing request, which is not publicly available but The Hindu has reviewed, will be
considered as accepted by the UNSC 1267 Committee unless objections are raised by 3 p.m.
on March 13, i.e., after a period of 10 business days.

Fourth attempt

China had used its veto power as a permanent member of the UNSC to block previous attempts
at sanctioning Azhar (most recently in 2017). This week’s attempt is the fourth since 2009 to list
the JeM chief.

The request has been in the works since shortly after the Pulwama attack, but was expected to
take longer. Given the escalating situation between India and Pakistan this week, some UNSC
members were keen on getting the request finalised quickly, to help keep the peace, a western
diplomat familiar with the process told The Hindu .

“Yes, we have been able to do this quite quickly, and we are grateful we were able to submit it at
the right time, that has also helped in de-escalation tensions. We have all been worried by the
situation on the ground between two powerful states, and we also want to make it clear to India
that we support them on the issue of terror,” the diplomat said.

The JeM had already been listed by the UNSC as being associated with al Qaeda in October
2001. The listing request, in the “Statement of Case” section, links Azhar to the JeM, saying he
founded it “upon his release from prison in India in 1999” and that, “Azhar has also financially
supported JEM since its founding.” Mr. Azhar is also cited as having a role in recruiting fighters
in Afghanistan. The Statement of Case further links JeM to the February 14 Pulwama attack.

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has had contacts at “various levels , with all sides” and
was following the situation “with deep concern”, his spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said. The
UN’s message publicly and privately to both sides has been to “urgently take steps to lower
tensions through meaningful, mutual engagement,” Mr Dujarric said.

With inputs from Suhasini Haidar in New Delhi
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-02

OIC INVITATION TO INDIA IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO
EXPAND RELATIONSHIPS IN MUSLIM WORLD

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OIC

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

C. Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore, and the consulting editor on foreign affairs for 'The Indian Express'. Before his
association with The Indian Express began in 2004, Raja Mohan worked for The Hindu as its
Washington correspondent and Strategic Affairs Editor. He was a distinguished fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi.  In his academic avatar, Raja Mohan has been
professor of South Asian Studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, and the
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. As a think tanker, he worked at the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses and Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi. He is on the
editorial board of various international affairs journals and is affiliated with the Institute of South
Asian Studies, Singapore; the Lowy Institute, Sydney; and the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, Washington DC. He is the author, most recently, of Samudra Manthan:
Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Indo-Pacific.

On the face of it, India getting an invite to address the gathering of the foreign ministers from the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation may not look like a big deal. Sceptics have long argued that
the OIC has the distinction of competing with the Non Aligned Movement and the League of
Arab Nations for the unflattering tag of the world’s most ineffective international organisation.

Yet, there is no question that External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj’s participation at the
meeting in Abu Dhabi is a significant discontinuity in India’s engagement with the Muslim world.
It also caps one of the least understood but most successful endeavours of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s foreign policy — its recasting India’s relations with the Middle East.

To be sure, analysts around the world have noted Modi’s felicity to be befriend apparent
adversaries — Saudi Arabia and Iran, the United Arab Emirates and Qatar, Egypt and Turkey as
well as Israel and Palestine. Observers are also impressed by Modi’s success in bringing the
special relationship with Israel out of the closet.

But the real breakthrough under Modi is the transformation of India’s engagement with the
conservative Arab monarchies, especially the UAE and Saudi Arabia. These two Muslim states
have long been Pakistan’s closest international partners. Islamabad has flaunted ties to the UAE
and Saudi Arabia as reflecting its special religious connect to the Middle East.

Although India’s expanding political ties with the UAE and the House of Saud go back a number
of years, they have acquired a special strategic character under Modi. The increasingly
productive nature of this engagement comes from an unprecedented level of personal political
comfort between Modi and the key leaders of the Arab world. It is also rooted in the shared
interest between India and the Arab conservatives in blunting the edge of religious extremism
and terrorism.

In the past, the conservative Arab monarchies were happy to turn a blind eye to the dangers of
encouraging political Islam and condoning the Pakistan army’s support for terror and religious
extremism in South Asia. Today, no governments are more threatened by forces of religious
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destabilisation than the Arab monarchies like Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Sharing that threat with
them are traditional republics like Egypt. This has created a new framework for India’s
engagement with the Muslim world and the Middle East.

Equally important has been the region’s growing economic and energy interdependence with
India, which is emerging as the world’s third-largest economy and one of the biggest
hydrocarbon importers and labour exporters. As the region’s geopolitics enters a turbulent
period, the potential for India as a military partner is also coming into view. That India has one of
the world’s largest Muslim populations, of course, is the immediate explanation of the surprising
invite for Swaraj to address the OIC.

But one swallow does not a summer make. The invitation from the UAE is a specific one — to
address the OIC foreign ministers conclave that it is hosting. India’s observer status at the OIC
does not appear to be round the corner. Swaraj’s participation in the Abu Dhabi ministerial,
therefore, must be viewed as a diplomatic opening for a sustained and long-term political
engagement of the Islamic world as a collective.

Delhi has no reason to believe that Pakistan will stop shooting at India from the shoulders of the
OIC. Having blocked India at the OIC for so long, the Pakistani establishment must be expected
to redouble the effort to poison India’s ties with the OIC. It will not miss any opportunity to use
the OIC to criticise India’s Kashmir policy.

Delhi should, however, should avoid taking these statements literally. Like in the NAM, all
delegations come with paragraphs of their own to be inserted into the final statement of the OIC
gatherings. As the laundry list gets compiled, criticisms against non-members get easily passed.

Few member states have the time and energy to argue with Islamabad over the merits of the
formulations on India that it brings to the OIC table. Media reports in the last few days suggest
that things are beginning to change. Some of Delhi’s friends are trying to block some of
Pakistan’s anti-India excesses at the OIC. Like NAM again, the OIC is a toothless tiger when it
comes to dealing with squabbles among member states. Since everyone has a veto on what is
said, nothing serious can be said, let alone done, about the many serious disputes between the
member states that are now shaping the Middle East.

If Third Worldism in the case of NAM and pan-Arabism in the case of the League did not bind
them into a cohesive force, Islamic identity was never going to be too strong a glue for the OIC.
Like the NAM and the Arab League, OIC has always struggled to overcome the multiple political
contradictions within it. While the OIC raises concerns about Muslim minorities in non-member
states, it could never take up the problems that Shia or Sunni minorities face in countries across
the Middle East.

Why then has Delhi been so jumpy about Pakistan’s long-standing play at the OIC? The story
goes back nearly two-and-a-half centuries. As Britain consolidated its territorial control over the
Subcontinent, London’s European rivals were repeatedly tempted by the idea of fomenting revolt
by the dispossessed Muslim rulers and masses against the East India Company and later the
Raj. As France, Russia (both Czarist and Leninist) and Germany tried this out, Calcutta and
Delhi were on permanent guard against the potential threat from outsiders meddling in the
Subcontinent’s Muslim question.

The problem endured after Partition and Independence, as Pakistan claimed the right to speak
for Indian Muslims and sought to severely constrain India’s engagement with the Islamic world.

The invitation to Swaraj, coming 50 years after Pakistan compelled the OIC to disinvite India
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from the founding session, marks the emerging possibilities for India to break out this
unfortunate legacy. A non-ideological and interest-based relationship suits both India and the
conservative Islamic states in the Middle East. Moving towards this new framework has allowed
both sides to stop being defensive about engaging with each other.

India has good reason to be pleased that Pakistan can no longer veto India’s engagement with
critical states of the Middle East. For the emerging forces of political moderation and social
modernisation in the Middle East, India is a more attractive partner than Pakistan. But here is a
paradox: In embracing OIC, an overtly religion-based organisation, Delhi reduces the salience of
faith in India’s strategy towards the Islamic world.

This article first appeared in the print edition on March 1, 2019, under the title ‘ An opening in
Abu Dhabi’. 
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-03

RCEP NATIONS TO INTENSIFY TALKS TO CONCLUDE
TRADE PACT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: RCEP and India

The 16 members of the RCEP group, including India and China, on Saturday agreed to intensify
ongoing negotiations for a proposed mega trade agreement to resolve all issues and conclude
the talks this year. The progress of negotiations was reviewed at a meeting of all the Trade
Ministers of 16 countries in Cambodia, which concluded on Saturday.

“To ensure that progress is made towards meeting the target for conclusion in 2019, the
Ministers agreed to intensify engagement, including by convening more inter-sessional
meetings,” the Commerce Ministry said, quoting a joint statement.

The meeting, chaired by Chutima Bunyapraphasara, Acting Minister of Commerce of Thailand,
reviewed the developments since the RCEP Summit in November. Commerce and Industry
Minister Suresh Prabhu attended the meeting. The statement added that all Ministers resolved
to exert utmost effort to achieve the target of concluding negotiations this year. The leaders
commended the Trade Negotiating Committee for the progress made to date on both market
access and text-based negotiations but also “recognised that more work needs to be done to
advance both aspects of the negotiations,” it said.

Members of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership want India to eliminate or
reduce customs duties on maximum number of goods it trades with them. But, lower level of
ambitions in services and investments, a key area of interest for India, does not augur well for
the pact that seeks to be comprehensive.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-03

INDIA REJECTS OIC RESOLUTION ON J&K
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OIC

Sushma Swaraj  

Rejecting a resolution by the Organisation of Islamic Countries (OIC) on Jammu and Kashmir
that referred to “Indian terrorism” and “mass blindings”, the External Affairs Ministry said its
stand on the matter was “well known”.

The resolution on Jammu and Kashmir, another on the “India-Pakistan Peace Process” that
praised Pakistan for its “efforts”, and a statement on “Muslim minorities” worldwide that called
upon the Indian government to rebuild the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, came as an embarrassment
for the government just a day after External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj had addressed the
gathering.

“We reaffirm that Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of India and is a matter strictly internal
to India,” the Ministry said in a statement here on Saturday after the conclusion of the Council of
Foreign Ministers in Abu Dhabi. The statement appreciated the invitation to Ms. Swaraj as a
“historic gesture”.

Officials underplayed the statements and references to India, pointing out that there were no
negative references to New Delhi in the “Abu Dhabi declaration” document, which is the main
communiqué.

Sources told The Hindu that the other resolutions “don’t reflect or need a consensus” of the
entire 57-nation group. “They are essentially national positions of individual countries, and often
go unopposed,” an official said.

Foreign Minister of the UAE Sheikh Abdullah attempted to explain the statements from what he
called a “positive angle”. “I think the OIC has sent a very clear and positive sign to India and
looks forward to strengthening such a relationship to a point where we can embrace India one
day at the OIC,” he said.

Unusual tone

Even so, the language of the statements that were issued with Indian references are harsh, and
while the OIC has regularly issued statements on the situation in Jammu and Kashmir that
accuses Indian forces of atrocities, the statement on the “peace process between India-
Pakistan” is unusual, not least given the tensions of the past week and the fact that there is no
dialogue between the two countries at present.

In one para, the resolution “condemns the trend of unprecedented escalation of ceasefire
violations by Indian occupation (sic) forces”.

In the resolution on Jammu and Kashmir, the recommendations included an appeal to OIC
members to “mobilise funds” for “humanitarian assistance to the Kashmiri people”.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-03

OUT OF MY MIND: JUSTICE FOR KASHMIR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Meghnad Desai loves to cook, watch and write about old Bollywood movies and shuttles
between London, Delhi and Goa. He pursues controversies on economics, history and anything
else which catches his attention. He is also a British parliamentarian sitting in the House of
Lords. He has written over 25 books, over 200 articles in learned journals and hundreds of
newspaper columns in UK and India.

The Pulwama attack has been countered by the attack on the Jaish-e-Mohammad camps. As
expected, escalation followed. But as of now, the crisis seems to be over.

Of course, our reaction would increase unrest in Kashmir itself. The feeling of alienation among
Kashmiris, especially the younger ones, is undeniable. This is a festering sore because of the
failure in winning Kashmir (leave Jammu and Ladakh out for the moment) to India’s side. This is
again not a party, political issue. Over the last 70 years, India has failed to make Kashmir love it
nor has it learned to love Kashmir. We say Kashmir is an integral part of India. Yet, the reaction
against Kashmiris in mainland India showed that Indians do not like Kashmiris.

To be frank, this notion that these people living in peripheral lands far away from the Hindi
heartland are strange and un-Indian aliens has hit the people of the Northeast as well, though
not as violently as it does Kashmiris, but then they are not mostly Muslims. The Nagas and
Assamese just feel neglected, not hated. The post-Pulwama reaction was quite clear in
revealing how little Kashmir has been integrated into India’s national life.

Time has come to change tack. Begin with the idea that Kashmir is a difficult part of India to
govern, seek the reasons for this in the history of Kashmir. It is forgotten that relative to other
princely states which went through accession and merger, Kashmir went through accession but
never proper merger. Hyderabad and Junagadh held popular votes to approve the merger.
Kashmir due to Pakistan invasion and UN ceasefire never had that process. Articles 370 and
35A stand witness to the unfinished nature of Kashmir’s integration. Kashmiris have not
forgotten this.

The hard line of many people is to do away with the transitional provisions 370 and 35A. What
we should learn from Pulwama is that if that is done, Kashmir could become ungovernable.
Notice that the US is about to leave Afghanistan. The Taliban have won. They will turn to India
and terrorist attacks would redouble in Kashmir if there is local support. The sane and soft
strategy would be to reaffirm that Articles 370 and 35A will stay in place until a proper
referendum has been conducted in Kashmir. The referendum would be on whether 370/35A
should stay as they are or be removed.

The referendum cannot be held as yet but the removal of 370/35A can be eliminated from
immediate policy options. In the meantime, Kashmir should be treated as an autonomous part of
India. It will give Kashmiris a sense of uniqueness, though connected with India. Whatever azadi
may mean to the separatists, autonomy will secure the trust of Kashmiris.

How would autonomy differ from what is there now? It would require that elections be contested
only by local parties. National parties should refrain from contesting. Tamil Nadu already has de
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facto autonomy as no outside parties get elected there. Why not Kashmir?

India needs to make sure Kashmir loves it. On its part, it has to learn to love Kashmiris and not
alienate them. It has to trust Kashmiris to be able to manage their affairs, to feel special.

Autonomy is urgent. It will save lives, Indian and Kashmiri.
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TRUMP FAVOURS ‘RECIPROCAL TAX’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Describing India as a “very-high tariff nation,” U.S. President Donald Trump has told his
supporters that he now wants a “reciprocal tax” or at least “some kind of tax” on goods entering
America. “India is a very high-tariff nation. They charge us a lot,” the President said, amidst a
temporary truce between the U.S. and China over tariffs.

Referring to his often-cited example of Harley-Davidson motorcycles, he said, “When we send a
motorcycle to India, it’s a 100% tariff. They charge 100% when India sends a motorcycle to us,
we brilliantly charge them nothing... So, I want a reciprocal tax or at least, I want to charge a tax.
It’s called the mirror tax, but it’s reciprocal.”

Early this year, at a White House event to announce his support for reciprocal tax, Mr. Trump
had said he was satisfied with the Indian decision to reduce the import tariff on Harley-Davidson
motorcycles from 100% to 50%. “Even this is not enough, this is okay,” he had said.

Mr. Trump said on Saturday there was resistance to his move in Senate.
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A NEW CONVERSATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OIC

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Back in 1969, India had to endure the diplomatic humiliation of being “disinvited” from the
founding session of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, thanks to intense Pakistani
lobbying. Fifty years later, India had the privilege of addressing the opening session of the OIC
foreign ministers’ gathering in the UAE; and it was Pakistan’s turn to sulk. The foreign minister of
Pakistan, Shah Mohammed Qureshi, who objected to the UAE invitation to India, chose to stay
out of the room when the external affairs minister, Sushma Swaraj, was speaking. The inability
of Pakistan to prevent India from joining the meeting underlines the big change in India’s
standing in the Muslim world. It also points to the relative decline of Pakistan’s influence in the
Middle East. While religion remains the organising principle of the OIC, all member states
pursue their own national interests with little regard to faith. The growing importance of
economic partnership with India and the shared interests in combating the destabilising forces of
religious extremism have generated new warmth for Delhi. Pakistan is no longer in a position to
veto India’s possibilities in the Islamic world.

Swaraj chose not to directly criticise Pakistan by name, but underlined the need to press
Islamabad to dismantle the infrastructure of terrorism on its soil. She acknowledged that the
challenge of terrorism can’t be fought through military means alone and “must be won through
the strengths of our values, and the real message of religions” in favour of peace and harmony.
She reminded the OIC of India’s traditional good relations with most member states. She
specially referred to the dramatic transformation in India’s relations with the Gulf region during
the last few years. “It is an indispensable strategic and security partnership, and a natural
economic partnership, of immense value, to our nations, and for our shared region.” She
specially thanked the United Arab Emirates, the host of the ministerial, for inviting India to
address the gathering and Saudi Arabia and Bangladesh for lending support.

India’s first ever participation in an OIC gathering does not mean the Islamic countries have
decided to discard Pakistan in favour of India. As in other international forums, it’s not a zero-
sum-game between India and Pakistan. A furious Pakistan appears to have got the OIC to
endorse its criticism of India’s Kashmir policies. Delhi should not be detained by these routine
resolutions that different member states bring to the OIC. What really matters is the political
decision by the UAE and Saudi Arabia to press Pakistan to release the Indian Air Force pilot,
Abhinandan Varthaman, who was downed in the aerial combat with the Pakistani Air Force last
week. Even more important is the fact that the diplomatic opening in Abu Dhabi has cleared the
ground for a more intensive and sustained political engagement with the global Islamic
collective. The next step for India is to begin a quiet campaign for observer status at the OIC.
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THE WEEK AFTER: ON INDIA-PAK RELATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

With India and Pakistan deciding to de-escalate post-Balakot tensions, the focus has moved to
the diplomatic sphere. India’s strikes on a target deep inside Pakistan were coupled with
diplomatic manoeuvres that ensured no country censured India for the move. And in a
turnaround for ties with the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation after half a century, External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj was able to put the country’s case before the body, while
Pakistan stayed out. In recognition of India’s justification to act against an imminent terror threat
from the Jaish-e-Mohammad, the U.S., the U.K. and France also moved in at record speed to
bring another listing request against the group’s founder, Masood Azhar, at the UN Security
Council’s committee for terror designations. There is a reasonable assumption that China will
not block it this time as it did during the last three attempts. There were other outcomes that
defied the past. Although Islamabad had spoken in the past of its abilities with “tactical nuclear
devices”, there was no such mobilisation after India’s strikes. On the other hand, Pakistan was
able to, with its aerial response, also indicate that it was not without non-nuclear options. Finally,
indications that the international community was involved in effecting a breakthrough are clear.
U.S. President Donald Trump hinted at a breakthrough in talks hours before Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan announced the release of Wing Commander Abhinandan Varthaman.

Abhinandan was not released under any pressure: Pakistan

The government must, however, also assess what it has actually achieved in strategic terms,
and the consequences of the “new normal” it has sought to create with Pakistan. Despite the
strikes, it is far from clear that the capabilities of the JeM have been degraded to the point where
it can no longer carry out attacks in India. New Delhi must also track the JeM’s assets and
abilities within Jammu and Kashmir, as well as any intelligence and security protocol failures that
may have preceded the Pulwama attack. Second, while Pakistan announced it would study the
dossier given by New Delhi on Azhar and the JeM, it does not appear to be willing to act against
either, and has not taken steps akin to the few it had after the 2001 Parliament attack, the 2008
Mumbai attacks or the 2016 Pathankot attack. Pakistan Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi’s comments practically defending the JeM and putting out excuses of “illness” for Azhar
make that clear. It is also necessary to realise the limits of calling international attention to
India’s concerns, to ensure that there are no curbs on what India sees as its strategic autonomy.
Finally, the government must have a firmer handle on its messaging after the events of the past
week, so that a public reading of its strategic purpose is not lost in the claim vs counterclaim
spiral with Pakistan.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-04

LINES BEING CROSSED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The February 26 aerial strike by India on a Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) training camp in Balakot,
located in Mansehra district of Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, came hardly a fortnight
after the Pulwama terror attack on a Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) convoy on the
Srinagar-Jammu highway. The terror attack was carried out by a JeM suicide bomber, who
rammed his explosives laden vehicle into the convoy, killing 40 CRPF personnel.

The week after: on India-Pak relations

The Pulwama attack on February 14 was the deadliest attack to date on security forces in
Kashmir. It was seen as a message to India that ‘Terror Incorporated’ in Pakistan was upping
the ante and taking matters to a qualitatively higher level. That it chose to do so when the
general election in India is around the corner further made it an act of dare-devilry, almost
inviting India to retaliate.

The aerial attack featured Mirage-2000 jets (designed to fly at speeds of up to Mach 2.2) fitted
with state-of-the-art radar and fly-by-wire flight control systems, carrying precision guided
missiles. Sukhoi Su-30MKI jets were standing by, and early warning aircraft — the Israeli
Phalcon and the indigenously built Netra — were also deployed. The reliance on air power not
only induced a new pattern in the India-Pakistan conflict post-1971, but also marks a
paradigmatic change in the nature and character of India’s battle against Pakistan-based terror.

Abhinandan was not released under any pressure: Pakistan

Two dates, 1971 and 1998, are significant in this context. The first witnessed the
dismemberment of Pakistan, accompanied by Pakistan’s unremitting hostility towards India. The
second marked the year when India and Pakistan formally announced their emergence as
nuclear powers — leading to a kind of stand-off between them. Between 1971 and 1998, the
South Asian region witnessed the retreat from Afghanistan of Russian forces, and the
simultaneous emergence of the phenomenon known as the ‘Afghan Jihad’. The latter would
thereafter spawn radicalised Islamist violence across the entire region and even beyond, giving
rise to organisations such as al-Qaeda and its acolytes. In Kashmir, it led to a shift in tactics, and
the commencement of a more radicalised and militant phase of struggle. Kashmir has never
been the same since.

Pakistan was the main beneficiary of this. It gained control of the Taliban, which soon achieved
ascendancy in Afghanistan’s affairs. Recruits and tactics from the Afghan Jihad helped intensify
the struggle in Kashmir and tilt it in favour of Pakistan. Terror, thereafter, became the strategic
instrumentality employed to keep India in check. That is, until the February 14 attack on the
CRPF convoy in Pulwama.

Pulwama was the ultimate provocation. The suicide bomber detonated between 80 and 90 kg of
explosives, which experts have identified as RDX, categorised as a military grade explosive
available with the armed forces. Preparation for the attack suggests that it was not a one-off
event, and that the planning had commenced much earlier. Preparing a suicide bomber to carry
out an attack entails a great deal of psychological training, which is conducted over a
considerable length of time (this pattern was seen in the case of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam and of suicide bomber Dhanu responsible for Rajiv Gandhi’s assassination). Intelligence
available suggests that the suicide bomber was assisted, guided and propelled to achieve
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maximum impact by handlers in Pakistan. The radicalised suicide bomber (Adil Ahmad Dar) was
apparently spotted by JeM masterminds in Pakistan many months prior to the attack, and
Pakistan controllers continued their ‘handholding’ almost till the last minute. Pakistan’s
fingerprints are all over the Pulwama incident.

Nobody wants war, but neither can we tolerate terrorism: Air Marshal Hari Kumar

India’s decision to carry the battle beyond the Line of Control and into Pakistan has several
implications. At its most basic level, it signifies that in the battle against terror, India is more than
willing currently to side-step protocols that dictate conduct among nations not officially at war.
No amount of euphuistic chicanery alters this reality.

We live in a highly disruptive world. Nations often find themselves in a state of undeclared war.
Tensions and provocations between countries that share borders — among the more prominent
being North and South Korea — often remain high. In the present instance, a strong riposte by
India was only to be expected, with the debate centring round the degree of restraint to be
exercised. Whether an aerial attack on a terror target inside Pakistani territory comes within the
ambit of a credible minimum deterrent is, however, debatable.

Employment of air power is per se recognised the world over as an escalatory step. No amount
of diplomatic verbiage can obscure this fact. The phrase ‘non-military pre-emptive strike’ used by
the Indian Foreign Secretary and other officials does not in any way change this reality. The
nation, hence, needs to brace itself for the consequences that follow such a step. Any hope that
international opprobrium on Pakistan for the JeM attack would deter Pakistan from taking a
retaliatory step for the attack on Balakot needs to be eschewed.

Think like a civilisation

The reality is that while few would sympathise with Pakistan, well recognised as a country that
harbours terrorists of every description, there are much larger issues at stake. There is the
matter of maintaining the sanctity of the Westphalian Order, which has helped keep the peace
across the world for centuries. This mandates certain rules and procedures as far as the conduct
of international relations is concerned. Violation of the territory of another country, whether from
land, sea or air, whatever be the degree of provocation, is generally perceived as an act of war.
Today, Russia is being pilloried by the West for the former’s annexation of Crimea. Russia is
also being castigated for interfering in the U.S. presidential elections in 2016. Yet, all countries,
including the U.S., have been reluctant to cross the Rubicon and enter into an open
confrontation with Russia.

This should, hence, give us reason to pause, and to debate whether the world could construe
our action of violating Pakistani airspace, even if it is to carry out an attack on a JeM training
centre, as justified or not. There is little doubt that India’s policy-makers took the decision to
carry out the attack on Balakot — even if it meant violating Pakistan airspace — only after a
great deal of deliberation, but it is still a highly debatable step.

Understandably, no two situations are identical. Nor are the conditions prevailing the same at
any time. In November/December 2008, on the eve of the general election of 2009, India
confronted a similar dilemma following the November 2008 terror attack by Pakistan’s Lashkar-
e-Toiba (LeT) on multiple targets in Mumbai city (picture), in which nearly 170 persons were
killed. Extensive discussions were held at that time as to the possible actions that could be taken
against Pakistan, and many ideas were considered — including that of similar pre-emptive
strikes on terror training camps along the LoC and beyond — and given up.
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Living on the edge

The reality was — and this still exists — that India did not possess the kind of special forces
(with the requisite capabilities) that other countries had, viz. Russia’s Spetsnaz, Germany’s
GSG-9, the U.S.’s SEALS and the U.K.’s SAS and SBS. It was felt at the time that it would not
be possible in the circumstances to carry out a pinpointed attack on either the LeT or JeM
headquarters. Whether India should violate Pakistan’s airspace was also carefully deliberated
upon, but wiser counsels at the time felt that this would be perceived as nothing short of war.
The failure to take action is being reviled today in certain circles, but it needs to be remembered
that some of India’s finest years were during the period 2009-2012.

It may be said that having already taken the step, there can be no going back. India’s leaders,
however, need to be reminded that India’s restraint in responding to previous terror attacks is
the crucial factor giving India credibility as far as keeping commitments are concerned. It is
important to recognise in this context that India is committed to‘No First Use’ in nuclear matters,
and the world has accepted this guarantee purely based on India’s moral capital and stature.
The question is whether India’s word will be treated as inviolable in the future, even as India
seeks a seat as a permanent member of the UN Security Council. This is something that we
need to ponder over.

M.K. Narayanan is a former National Security Adviser and a former Governor of West Bengal
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C. Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore, and the consulting editor on foreign affairs for 'The Indian Express'. Before his
association with The Indian Express began in 2004, Raja Mohan worked for The Hindu as its
Washington correspondent and Strategic Affairs Editor. He was a distinguished fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi.  In his academic avatar, Raja Mohan has been
professor of South Asian Studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, and the
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. As a think tanker, he worked at the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses and Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi. He is on the
editorial board of various international affairs journals and is affiliated with the Institute of South
Asian Studies, Singapore; the Lowy Institute, Sydney; and the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, Washington DC. He is the author, most recently, of Samudra Manthan:
Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Indo-Pacific.

The idea that the Gulf countries might have some interest, let alone a role, in South Asian
security would sound quite improbable for most Indian ears. Whatever that role might be, there
is no mistaking the significant activism of the Gulf countries to help defuse the current tensions
between India and Pakistan. Media reports, for example, suggest that Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) pressed Pakistan to release Wing Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman who was downed after a dogfight in the air with Pakistan Air Force last week.

In the past, many parts of the Gulf and Middle East tended to act as Pakistan’s strategic depth.
For decades, shared religious identity and common approach to regional affairs gave Pakistan a
political edge over India in the region. In recent years, though, Delhi has begun to correct that
imbalance. As many Gulf countries, especially Saudi Arabia and the UAE, develop stronger
economic and security bonds with India, they could become potential allies in nudging Pakistan
towards political moderation and regional accommodation in the Subcontinent. The parlous state
of its economy and dependence on financial bailouts from the UAE and Saudi Arabia has made
Pakistan more amenable to such an outcome.

This is not some thing new. The security of the Indian Subcontinent and the Gulf region have
always been inter-linked. The nature of that interdependence has, of course, varied over time
and space. But independent India has tended to underestimate the importance of this strategic
intimacy with the Gulf, thanks to Delhi’s entrenched ideological approach to the Middle East.

In the colonial era, undivided India loomed large over the Gulf. During that era, the Raj offered
security protection, a framework for commerce and some administrative support. The Gulf and
other locations in the Middle East were critical links in the larger architecture of Great Britain’s
Imperial defence system in the eastern hemisphere centred on undivided India.

The armies of India had to embark on repeated expeditionary operations in the Gulf and the
Middle East through the 19th and early 20th centuries. The Indian army played a key role in the
Middle Eastern theatre in both the World Wars.
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After Independence, India pulled out of any security role in the Gulf and the Middle East.
Pakistan, however, joined the Anglo-American effort to replace the security vacuum created by
the Indian withdrawal. It became a member of short-lived regional military alliance called the
Central Treaty Organisation (CENTO). Its regional members included Pakistan, Iran, Iraq and
Turkey. While India aligned with the nationalist and non-aligned governments like Egypt,
Pakistan embraced conservative and pro-Western regimes.

While CENTO did not survive, it provided the basis for Pakistan’s external and internal security
cooperation with a number of countries in the Gulf region. Some of them like Jordan, Iran and
Turkey backed Pakistan during its wars with India in 1965 and 1971. As the Arab nationalist
regimes steadily weakened in relation to the regional conservatives, India steadily lost political
ground to Pakistan in the 1970s.

Matters got worse in the 1980s as India remained silent on the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan
and the Gulf regimes joined Pakistan in promoting jihad against the Soviet Union. While India’s
energy and economic dependence on the Gulf grew, its political vulnerability was shockingly
visible when Delhi’s lone friend in the region, Saddam Hussein, invaded Kuwait and annexed it
in 1990.

As key countries in the region rallied behind the US to roll back Saddam Hussein’s aggression,
India scrambled to evacuate thousands of expatriates from the region. More significantly, India
seemed unable to navigate the rapidly changing Middle East with its old slogans.

The 1990s also saw Pakistan mobilise significant support within the Middle East, including at the
OIC and other international forums, to castigate India’s internal policies. The attack on the Babri
Masjid and India’s troubles in the Kashmir valley gave ample political ammunition to Pakistan.

Paradoxically, the nuclear tests by India and Pakistan in May 1998 and the Kargil crisis in the
summer of 1999, opened the possibilities for restructuring South Asia’s relations with the Gulf.
The strategic dialogue between Jaswant Singh and the US Deputy Secretary Strobe Talbott
during 1998-2000 opened an influential new channel to the Gulf. More important, the US
mobilised Saudi Arabia during the Kargil War to encourage Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to
accept the Indian demand to pull Pakistan’s army back to the Line of Control. Sharif, fearful of
the army chief Pervez Musharraf, wanted an American cover.

The influential Saudi ambassador in Washington, Bandar Bin Sultan, arranged a meeting for
Sharif at the White House with President Bill Clinton on July 4, 1999. Prince Bandar received
Sharif at the Dulles Airport and prepared him for the meeting next morning with Clinton. After he
signed the controversial agreement (in Pakistan) to restore the Line of Control in accordance
with the Simla Agreement, Prince Bandar had a Saudi Royal accompany a nervous Nawaz
Sharif back home.

After Kargil, the NDA brought a new self-confidence and intensity to the engagement with the
Gulf and the Middle East. That Jaswant Singh was the first Indian foreign minister to ever visit
Saudi Arabia in late 2000 underlined how far Delhi and Riyadh had drifted in the decades
before.

The bilateral relationship with Saudi Arabia that steadily improved in the UPA decade, acquired
a fresh momentum under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Two decades ago, Jaswant Singh
sought to lift the Pakistan constraint on the bilateral relationship with Saudi Arabia. Today the
House of Saud is becoming a valuable partner for Delhi in promoting regional security in the
Subcontinent and beyond.
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The writer is director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore and
contributing editor on international affairs for The Indian Express
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OIC PROVIDES INDIA WITH A PLATFORM TO ENGAGE
WITH THE MUSLIM WORLD

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OIC

The symbolism couldn’t have been starker. An empty chair for founder member Pakistan as
external affairs minister, Sushma Swaraj, representing India as a guest of honour at the meeting
of foreign ministers of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Abu Dhabi, spoke of
New Delhi’s deepening engagement with states in the 56-member grouping. Pakistan stayed
away from the meeting on Friday over the invitation extended to India at a time of heightened
tensions between the two sides. India used the forum to send out a message on dismantling
terrorism infrastructure in states that shelter terrorists, and Ms Swaraj also spoke about India’s
long-standing relations with many OIC members and the recent boost in economic and security
ties with West Asian nations.

Pakistan hit back a day later with resolutions that spoke of atrocities and “Indian terrorism” in
Kashmir, with language similar to that of past OIC resolutions. The UAE’s foreign minister
sought to balance this with talk of India’s historic presence at the meet and the desire for
stronger ties.

Almost 50 years ago, India had, with Saudi Arabia’s blessings, received an invitation to the
Morocco meeting that laid the foundations of the OIC. However, the manoeuvring of Pakistan’s
then president Yahya Khan put paid to India’s chances of becoming a member of the grouping.
Since then, Pakistan has regularly used the OIC to snipe at India, usually on the issue of
Kashmir, something that caused considerable heartburn in South Block. However, India has
worked hard in recent years to build robust economic, political and security cooperation with key
OIC members from West Asia and also bolstered its engagement with members in Asia under
its Act East policy. This has resulted in efforts by members such as Bangladesh to push for
observer status for India at the OIC.

After all, if Russia, with some 16 million Muslims can be an observer, India, with the world’s third
largest Muslim population, is a deserving candidate. There are also some eight million Indians in
West Asia, which continues to be the most important source of energy for the country. India’s
presence at the OIC meeting could open doors for a broader engagement between the country
and the Muslim world that could shore up New Delhi’s interests in areas ranging from energy
security to counterterrorism cooperation at a time when the world order is in a flux and new
partnerships are being actively forged.
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LIFE WITHOUT GSP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

The U.S. has ultimately acted on its threat to withdraw concessions granted to Indian imports
under the Generalised System of Preferences. With President Trump indicating as much in a
letter to the House of Representatives and Senate, Washington became the first to pull the
trigger in a long trade stand-off between the two countries. India-U.S. trade tensions escalated
last year when the U.S. took two consecutive decisions to increase import tariffs on steel and
aluminium, and place India’s eligibility for GSP benefits under review. Shortly after, India said it
would impose retaliatory tariffs on imports from the U.S. and even notified the list of items on
which these would apply. Meanwhile, the U.S. stood fast on not exempting India from its tariff
hikes, with Mr. Trump complaining about India’s high import tariffs several times. The GSP
review, however, stretched on, with the two countries holding frequent talks to address the
concerns. India, for its part, postponed the deadline for the imposition of the retaliatory tariffs six
times; the latest deadline is on April 1. Washington’s decision to review India’s GSP status
stemmed from complaints from American medical and dairy industries, both of which said India
was not providing “equitable and reasonable access to its market”. India has said it had tried
hard to cater to most of the U.S. demands and reach an understanding, but key points of
difference, especially regarding India’s cultural concerns to do with dairy products, could not be
accommodated. Given this, and the fact that the U.S. has been expressing discontent over
India’s policies to do with data localisation and FDI rules in e-commerce, the decision to
withdraw the GSP status should not come as a surprise. The question is, how will New Delhi
react?

GSP: win-win for Indo-U.S. trade

Following the U.S. announcement, the Commerce Ministry was quick to downplay the impact,
saying the GSP benefits amounted to only $190 million while India’s total exports under GSP to
the U.S. stood at $5.6 billion. Indian officials have stressed that talks on the issue would still
continue during the 60-day period after which the GSP decision would come into effect. The
other option the government can exercise is to impose retaliatory tariffs on U.S. goods. The
government’s efforts to downplay the impact of the withdrawal of GSP status and express
readiness for more talks, however, suggest it is not keen to take a decisively strong stance. It
bears emphasis that while the actual amounts at stake are relatively small, with even India’s
proposed tariffs on the U.S. amounting to just $900 million, the impact on small industries in the
country could nevertheless be significant. Export bodies have already said that such industries
would lose their market share in the U.S. without fiscal support to help them maintain their edge.
In its absence, orders meant for India could go to other GSP countries, signs of which are
already evident.
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WITH POLLS ROUND THE CORNER, A NEW TRADE
DEAL WITH THE US IS UNLIKELY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

India had adequate warning that the United States (US) could terminate important trade
preferences to the country. The two countries haven’t engaged in a trade war (yet), but there
have been several skirmishes, and it has always been clear that President Donald Trump is a
hawk when it comes to trade (as indeed, many of today’s strong-minded and domestically-
focused leaders are). What is the benefit of the generalised system of preferences (GSP), which
Mr Trump, in a letter to Congress on Monday said he intended to terminate for India and Turkey
after a 60-day notice period? GSP allows duty-free imports of around 2,000 products, including
textiles and auto parts. India is the biggest beneficiary of the programme and according to US
government data, in 2017, $5.7 billion of India’s exports were under this preferential system.

In his letter to Congress, Mr Trump said the Indian government “has not assured the United
States that it will provide equitable and reasonable access to the markets of India”. Commerce
secretary Anup Wadhawan told Reuters the move would not have much of an impact and added
that India and the US have been trying to work out a trade deal. Mr Wadhawan is right in terms
of arithmetic — in 2017, India’s exports to the US that came under GSP accounted for 1.9% of
the country’s overall exports.

It is also not clear whether the two countries will be able to address the two trade-related issues
(and, in the background, an investment-related one) that prompted the US action. American
dairy and medical devices companies have complained to their government about India not
giving them access (in the case of the first) and capping prices (in the case of the second). India
is unlikely to change its position on either. Cows in the US are fed a diet that includes animal
products and New Delhi is of the opinion that US dairy products are therefore “non-vegetarian”.
In the case of medical devices, the two countries seemed to have hammered out a deal with
New Delhi agreeing to cap margins, and not prices, but clearly, medical devices manufacturers
in the US aren’t entirely happy with this.

On the investment front, India’s recent rules on e-commerce have inconvenienced Walmart and
Amazon, both US companies, and which run India’s top two e-commerce market places. The
change was made to placate India’s small retailers.

With elections around the corner in India, it is unlikely that the government will have too much
interest in hammering out a trade deal with the US — especially since the messaging from such
a deal could hurt it politically — before the 50-day window, after which Mr Trump can end India’s
preferential treatment.

This could perhaps be a task for the new government once it takes office in late May.
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RECOVERING FROM THE HANOI SETBACK
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The much awaited Hanoi summit (February 27-28) between U.S. President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un ended abruptly. A working lunch and the signing ceremony
were cancelled, leading to speculation that the talks had collapsed. This may be a premature
conclusion. Mr. Trump, 72, has shown, time and again, that while he may be a novice at nuclear
negotiations, he is a master of ‘The Art of the Deal’ and a reality TV star. For him, summitry is
about political timing. Mr Kim, though less than half Mr. Trump’s age seems to have a natural
knack for it too. The Trump–Kim bromance is like a three act opera and after two acts
(Singapore in June 2018 and Hanoi), this is the Intermission, with a final act yet to unfold.

Remember the suspense before Act I, which took place despite all odds. There was initial
optimism when U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo made a surprise visit last May to
Pyongyang, returning successfully with three U.S. detainees. Days later, National Security
Adviser John Bolton bunged a spanner in the works by proposing the “Libyan model” for North
Korea’s denuclearisation. North Korea reacted strongly with Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Kim
Kye-gwan indicating that it would be forced to reconsider the summit if the U.S. insisted on
driving it into a corner. Mr. Trump backtracked, released the letter he had sent to Mr. Kim,
expressing regret about the delay and adding that he was still hopeful. He also publicly
distanced himself from Mr. Bolton’s remarks by pointing out that what he wanted with North
Korea was ‘a deal’. South Korean President Moon Jae-in stepped in, visiting Washington in May
and, on his return, meeting Mr. Kim at Panmunjom to restore calm. By the end of the month, the
vice-chairman of the central committee, Gen. Kim Yong-chol, was in the U.S. meeting Mr.
Pompeo and carrying a personal letter from Mr. Kim to Mr. Trump. And the June summit was
restored!

Singapore sling: When Trump meets Kim Jong-un

While the summit resulted in a joint statement holding out tantalising prospects of establishing a
new period of U.S.-North Korea relations, building a lasting and robust peace on the Korean
peninsula and Mr. Kim reaffirming his firm commitment to the denuclearisation of the Korean
peninsula, what was striking was the growing trust and respect between the two leaders. An
unexpected personal chemistry had been established.

Fast forward to Hanoi, Act II. Expectations were set high. Stephen Biegun, appointed Special
Representative for North Korea last year, had hinted that forward movement on ending the ‘war’
was possible. The 1950-53 Korean War, which led to the division of the peninsula and claimed
nearly three million lives, was paused with the 1953 Armistice Agreement. For North Korea, any
move towards formalising peace is a step towards regime legitimacy. While a formal peace
treaty would require U.S. Senate ratification, political steps towards normalisation would not.
North Korea expected some acknowledgement of its continuing restraint with regard to testing
and unilateral moves hinting at closing down some test sites.

Hanoi hiccup: on Kim-Trump summit

Both Mr. Trump and Mr. Kim were aware that differences about ‘denuclearisation’ persisted. For
North Korea, it means ‘denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula’, North Korea dismantling its
facilities and giving up its arsenal to go hand in hand with a permanent peace that removes the
U.S. military threat and normalisation. For the U.S., ‘denuclearisation’ is frontend loaded,
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implying complete, verifiable and irreversible disarmament that requires North Korea to bring
nuclear military activity to a halt, make a full declaration and subject itself to international
verification, before sanctions are lifted.

Mr. Trump had indicated that he was happy about the continued ban on nuclear and missile
testing and not in a hurry. However, the pitch was queered by intelligence reports surfacing that
in addition to the principal nuclear facility (Yongbyon), North Korea had built another uranium
enrichment facility at Kangson. It put a question mark on Mr Kim’s commitment to
‘denuclearisation’. Another report indicated that though the Punggye-ri test site was shut,
continued plutonium production and uranium enrichment during the last 12 months would have
enabled North Korea to add up to seven devices to its existing arsenal estimated at 30 devices.

These disclosures diminished the value of North Korea’s offer of closing Yongbyon, which
houses reactors (one for plutonium production and the older one possibly for tritium) in addition
to an enrichment facility. Mr. Trump had accepted the idea of a road map but instead of working
out the details, he prefers to rely on his sense of political timing to conclude a successful deal.
Further, there was a growing perception that he was in too much of a hurry, which meant that
any agreement would be modest and likely be labelled a bad deal by the non-proliferation
hardliners. He cleverly chose ‘no deal’ to a ‘bad deal’ — and the curtain came down on Act II.

It seems the U.S. demanded more than Yongbyon, which was more than North was willing to
give. Mr. Trump said, “It was all about sanctions. They wanted the sanctions lifted in its entirety
and we couldn’t do that. Sometimes, you have to walk and this was one of those times.” His
regret was evident when he added, “When we walked away, it was a very friendly walk.” North
Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong-ho claimed they had “demanded only partial sanctions relief in
exchange for dismantling Yongbyon”. Whatever the reasons, reactions on both sides have been
restrained. A return to the rhetoric of ‘fire and fury’ therefore seems unlikely.

Right now, the mantra in Washington is that no deal is better than a bad deal. Yet, realisation
will soon dawn that the current situation only permits North Korea’s stockpile to grow as there is
zero likelihood for Chinese and Russian support for further tightening of sanctions. There are no
plans for a third summit though Mr. Trump said that he “remained optimistic about a positive
future outcome”, adding, “there is a warmth that we have and I hope that stays.” Mr. Pompeo
acknowledged “real progress” and said the “U.S. is ready to get back to the table to continue the
talks”.

Dicey détente

It is likely that during this Intermission, South Korea will step up its diplomacy with both
Washington and Pyongyang. Mr. Moon has played a low-key but critical role in nurturing the
process. Domestically, he has staked a lot, having had three meetings with Mr. Kim last year,
including one in Pyongyang. Since last May, both sides have refrained from hostile activities and
propaganda, the demilitarised zone (DMZ), is peaceful, landmines have been removed and
some maritime confidence-building measures put in place. With economic troubles at home and
hardliners in Seoul accusing him of being over-optimistic and naive, he is vulnerable. The South
Korean Constitution only provides one term for the President and Mr. Moon is confident about
the legacy he wants to leave behind.

More has been achieved during the last year since the collapse of the Agreed Framework in
2002 when U.S. President George W. Bush included North Korea in his “axis of evil” speech.
Between then and 2017, North Korea carried out six nuclear tests, including one believed to be
a fusion device, and over a 100 missile tests, demonstrating intercontinental ballistic missile
capability. Mr. Moon’s goal is to register sufficient progress on both ‘normalisation’ and the
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‘denuclearisation’ tracks so that the process becomes irreversible. Such a breakthrough needs a
top-led process.

And so an Act III is likely. The hardliners will eventually recognise virtue in a step-by-step
process as long as it is irreversible. A new stage will have to be found, Bangkok, even Hong
Kong if China cooperates. But the cast is willing. After all, it is the blossoming of a beautiful
relationship.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Reseach
Foundation. E-mail: rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com
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FIFTY YEARS APART, THE STORY OF TWO OIC
FIASCOS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: OIC

India’s most recent encounter with the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) bears an
uncanny resemblance to India’s failed attempt to gain entry to the inaugural session of the same
grouping held in Rabat, Morocco, in 1969 and for much the same reasons. In the earlier episode
New Delhi lobbied fiercely to wangle an invitation to the meeting. However, on Pakistan’s
insistence the invitation that had been extended was withdrawn and India was denied
membership of the OIC despite its insistence that as the country with the third largest Muslim
population in the world it deserved a seat at the “Islamic” table.

I remember writing an oped at the time that New Delhi’s bid for membership of the OIC was both
morally wrong and politically futile. As a country whose foundational philosophy was based on
secularism, it was inappropriate for India to join an organisation whose defining criterion was
shared religious identity. In India’s case this applied to all organisations that used religious
criteria to define themselves, whether they be Muslim, Hindu, Christian or Buddhist.

What did we gain at OIC, asks Congress

Further, since India’s membership of the OIC would be perceived as a powerful refutation of the
basis on which Pakistan was created, it was bound to object stridently to India’s induction into
the organisation. Pakistan had great leverage with the conservative Arab monarchies for
ideological reasons and because of the fact that its military was willing to provide the Arab
monarchies with well-trained soldiers for hire that the latter needed to protect their insecure
regimes.

Pakistan at that time also had close relations with Iran and Turkey with whom it shared
membership of CENTO (Central Treaty Organisation, formerly the Baghdad Pact) and an anti-
Soviet and pro-U.S. orientation. Consequently, Islamabad had much greater clout within OIC
circles than did New Delhi and was in a position to thwart Indian attempts to attain OIC
membership. As it turned out, my prediction came true. New Delhi’s attempt to gain OIC
membership led to unnecessary humiliation that could have been avoided had South Block
acted with greater forethought.

The situation today is both different and similar to 1969, and this was clearly reflected in India’s
latest experience with the OIC. In an apparent gesture of goodwill, the organisers of the OIC
Foreign Ministers meeting in Abu Dhabi, which in effect meant the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
and Saudi Arabia invited External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj as the guest of honour and
keynote speaker (picture) despite Pakistan’s objections. This was both a reflection of India’s
growing economic and political stature internationally and the desire on the part of the Gulf
monarchies to cultivate New Delhi in order to take advantage of the opportunities provided by
India’s expanding economy and its technologically skilled workforce.

However, this is where the difference between 1969 and 2019 ends and the similarities kick in.
The impact of Ms. Swaraj’s speech, especially her denunciation of terrorism that was clearly
aimed at Pakistan, was more than neutralised by a number of events that followed her address.
First, the Abu Dhabi declaration issued at the end of the meeting did not contain even a simple
expression of thanks to the Indian External Affairs Minister for addressing the plenary session of
the assembly. Furthermore, it failed to mention the fact that Ms. Swaraj was the guest of honour
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at the meeting and delivered the keynote speech. This omission was very glaring in view of the
fact that the document mentioned all sorts of unimportant issues, such as the UAE hosting the
2020 Expo in Dubai.

The week after: on India-Pak relations

Second, to add insult to injury, the document’s only reference to the India-Pakistan stand-off
stated that the OIC welcomes the “positive initiative undertaken by the Prime Minister of
Pakistan Imran Khan to hand over the Indian pilot as a gesture of goodwill to de-escalate
tensions in the region”. The Pakistani “initiative” was given a very positive twist by
decontextualising it totally. There was not even an implicit reference to the primary reason that
led to the most recent India-Pakistan conflagration, namely, Pakistani support for terrorism as
witnessed most dramatically by the attack in Pulwama that killed 40 Central Reserve Police
Force personnel.

Third, what was even more galling from the Indian perspective was the resolution on Kashmir
that accompanied the Abu Dhabi declaration. This included the phrase “Indian terrorism in
Kashmir” while condemning what it called “atrocities and human rights violations” in the State. It
is clear from this sequence of events and the wording of the documents that emanated from the
OIC meeting that despite the invitation to Ms. Swaraj, the leopard has not changed its spots and
that Pakistani influence within the organisation has diminished only marginally.

At OIC meet, India flays terror funding

Once again, the Ministry of External Affairs, instead of prematurely celebrating the invitation to
Ms. Swaraj to address the Abu Dhabi conference, should have thought long and hard before
advising the Minister to accept the invitation. It was particularly incumbent upon the Ministry of
External Affairs to do so in light of the resolutions passed by the OIC over the years regarding
Kashmir and India-Pakistan issues which had always favoured the Pakistani point of view. It
appears from hindsight that the External Affairs Minister’s participation in the OIC Foreign
Ministers’ conclave, like the Indian attempt to gain admission into the Rabat conference in 1969,
was nothing short of an avoidable fiasco.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University and Non-Resident Senior Fellow, Center for Global Policy,
Washington DC
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INDIA-US TRADE ISSUES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Ministry of Commerce & Industry

INDIA-US Trade Issues

Posted On: 05 MAR 2019 12:04PM by PIB Delhi

United States of Americatoday has given a 60-day withdrawal notice to Indiaon the Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) benefits extended by US.

Since the review initiated by the US in April 2018 on India's GSP benefits, India and US have
been discussing various trade issues of bilateral interest for a suitable resolution on mutually
acceptable terms. GSP benefits are envisaged to be non-reciprocal and non-discriminatory
benefits extended by developed countries to developing countries. In India's case the GSP
concessions extended by the US amounted to duty reduction of only USD 190 million per
annum.

The US had initiated the review on the basis of representations by the US medical devices and
dairy industries, but subsequently included numerous other issues on a self-initiated basis.
These included issues related to market access for various agriculture and animal husbandry
products, relaxation / easing of procedures related to issues like telecom testing / conformity
assessmentand tariff reduction on ICT products.  The Department of Commerce engaged with
various Government of India departments concerned with these issues, and India was able to
offer a very meaningful way forward on almost all the US requests. In a few instances, specific
US requests were not found reasonable and doable at this time by the departments concerned,
in light of public welfare concerns reflective of India's developing country status and its national
interest.

India was ready to address US concerns regarding medical devices in principle, by putting in
place a suitable trade margin approach in a reasonable time frame to balance concerns about
fair pricing for the consumers and adequate remuneration for the suppliers.On the issue of dairy
market access, India has clarified that while our certification requirement, that the source animal
had never been fed animal derived blood meal,is non-negotiable given the cultural and religious
sentiment, the requested simplified dairy certification procedure, without diluting this
requirement, could be considered.Acceptability of US market access requests related to
products like alfalfa hay, cherries and pork was conveyed.On reduction of our IT duties, India's
duties are moderate and not import stopping. Any MFN duty reduction would almost entirely
benefit third countries. Accordingly, India conveyed willingness to extend duty concessions on
specific items in which there is a clear US interest. On telecom testing, India was willing to
consider discussions for a Mutual Recognition Agreement.

Due to various initiatives resulting in enhanced purchase of US goods like oil and natural gas
and coal the US trade deficit with India has substantially reduced in calendar years 2017 and
2018. The reduction is estimated to be over USD 4 Billion in 2018, with further reduction
expected in future years on account of factors like the growing demand for energy and civilian
aircrafts in India. This reduction has happened in the face of a rising overall US trade deficit,
including with some other major economies. India is also a thriving market for US services and
e-commerce companies like Amazon, Uber, Google and Facebook with billions of dollars of
revenue.   
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The issue of Indian tariffs being high has been raised from time to time. It is pertinent that India’s
tariffs are within its bound rates under WTO commitments, and are on the average well below
these bound rates. India’s trade weighted average tariffs are 7.6%, which is comparable with the
most open developing economies, and some developed economies. On developmental
considerations there may be a few tariff peaks, which is true for almost all economies.

India was agreeable to a very meaningful mutually acceptable package on the above lines to be
agreed to at this time, while keeping remaining issues under discussion in the future.

***
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CHINA STEPS UP DIPLOMACY TO EASE INDIA-
PAKISTAN TENSIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Kong Xuanyou  

China has stepped up its diplomacy to ease tensions between India and Pakistan following the
Pulwama attack by sending its special envoy to Islamabad.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lu Kang said on Wednesday that Vice-Foreign Minister
Kong Xuanyou was already in Islamabad to establish an “enabling atmosphere” that would help
Pakistan to cooperate with “other parties”.

Mr. Lu said Mr. Kong’s mission was to “promote dialogue” between India and Pakistan by
persuading both sides to exercise flexibility. “I hope the two sides can show some goodwill,
embrace each other halfway, properly resolve their differences through dialogue. China will play
a constructive role to promote dialogue between them.”

India has made it plain that it would start a dialogue only if Pakistan takes visible and verifiable
steps to eliminate terrorism that targets India from its soil. “In fact, Pakistan has been making
efforts and exercised policies to combat terrorism. We think we should encourage this,” Mr. Lu
said.

Crackdown on terror

On Tuesday, Pakistan arrested 44 members of proscribed organisations, including Hamad
Azhar, the son of Masood Azhar, the head of the Pakistan-based terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammed, which has claimed responsibility of the February 14 Pulwama attack that killed at
least 40 CRPF personnel.

Without referring to the Kashmir issue, Mr. Lu said that both ‘symptom” and “root cause” of
terrorism should be addressed.

Asked to comment on the understanding reached between the Foreign Ministers of Russia, India
and China (RIC) during their February 27 meeting in Wuzhen, the spokesperson said: “As to
counter terrorism issue in the trilateral meeting, I shall say a key point is that terrorism is a
complex issue. We should address the symptom and the root causes of terrorism that is the
premise for what was proposed by Foreign Ministers of the three countries.”

Asked to comment on China’s stand on the resolution proposed in the UNSC 1267 committee to
list Azhar as a global terrorist, Mr. Lu said China would take a “conducive decision” to resolve
the differences. “China will have discussion with relevant bodies” as listing of terrorists “is a very
serious issue”, he said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-08

CHINA URGES INDIA-PAK. TALKS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou.  

China on Thursday asked India and Pakistan to dial down tensions through talks.

Both nations should “refrain from aggravating the situation, to uphold regional peace and
stability through dialogue at an early date, and China will continue to play a constructive role,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang said in his daily briefing.

Asked whether Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou, who has concluded a two-day
visit to Pakistan, had discussed elimination of “breeding grounds of terrorism” from Pakistani
soil, Mr. Lu said the focus of the Chinese envoy’s visit was on preventing “aggravation” of
tensions between India and Pakistan.

“Like I said Vice-Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou, when in Pakistan, held in-depth talks on the
situation and tension between India and Pakistan. So the major concern is the security situation
in this region,” Mr. Lu said.

The spokesperson pointed out that China’s foremost concern was to freeze the status quo, and
other issues could be tackled along a diplomatic spiral.

“Recently, a lot has happened in this region, and there are many issues. China has stated our
position, first the sovereignty and territorial integrity should be upheld, and to specific issue
whether we believe we should take positive measures to ease tensions so as to maintain peace
and stability in the region, this is a general issue,” Mr. Lu said.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-08

HOT STUFF
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

China is invested deeply in artificiality. It is the global leader in artificial intelligence. It is building
artificial islands in the South China Sea, and has kicked up a geopolitical storm by laying a
military airstrip on one. Next year, it proposes to illuminate Chengdu with an artificial moon, eight
times brighter than the real thing. It will be a satellite bouncing sunlight back to earth at night, to
eliminate the need for streetlights and save a packet in power costs. But paradoxically, this very
year, China proposes to light up an artificial sun, which would eventually make fusion energy
that’s cheaper than dirt. It will work like the real sun, but run six times hotter.

Last November, the Hefei Institutes of Physical Science announced that its Experimental
Advanced Superconducting Tokamak (EAST) reactor had hit a milestone, with an ion
temperature of 100 million degrees Celsius. Simply put, it applied magnetic fields to a plasma —
gas ions and a cloud of electrons stripped off them — to replicate the processes at the heart of
the sun. If the reaction can be controlled and calibrated, it would deliver the Holy Grail of the
energy industry — limitless, cheap fusion power which is completely non-polluting.

For a world that is increasingly energy-hungry and on the brink of an anthropogenic climate
crisis, fusion power would be a safety line. It would reverse the trend seen in recent years, with
numerous countries withdrawing their commitment to nuclear power. And the technology could
eventually give China an edge in the space race. Apart from ion drives, fusion engines offer the
best odds for missions into deep space that last for years or decades. Long-haul spacecraft
have been the stuff of science fiction for decades but with the Tokamak reactor, the Chinese
may have taken a baby step towards building one.

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd. All Rights Reserved
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2019-03-08

NORTH KOREA MAY END UP CREATING A GLOBAL
DISASTER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The South Korean intelligence agencies, according to media reports, have discovered activities
that indicate that North Korea might be restoring part of the Tongchang-ri missile launch site it
had earlier dismantled. The discovery — and not the actual work at the site — follows the failed
Hanoi summit where the US President Donald Trump and North Korean dictator Kim Jong un
could not bridge the differences between the respective positions of the two countries. It is
difficult to tell whether North Korea was restoring the missile launch site in anticipation of a
failure in Hanoi. However, the restoration work does indeed provide Mr Kim with a great
signalling device to reveal his displeasure.

The Hanoi summit was based on three flawed premises. One, the US did not see that Mr Kim
was primarily interested in loosening economic sanctions. No other measure like declaring an
end to Korean War, setting up of liaison offices and selling the dream of a prosperous North
Korea was going to work. Two, Mr Trump overestimated his abilities of achieving
denuclearisation in one go. A step-by-step approach of freezing nuclear weapons programme
followed by a pragmatic arms control programme could have worked better. Three, Mr Trump
thought that he could control the sequencing. Denuclearisation, he assumed, would precede
sanctions relief.

According to Mr Trump, Mr Kim has still committed not to resume missile and nuclear weapons
testing. The restoration of the missile launch site doesn’t mean that testing will ensue
immediately. It could just be a bargaining chip by which North Korea could get Mr Trump to be
less rigid on economic sanctions. However, if testing resumes, the tensions between the two
countries could rise significantly. It will embolden those in the US who have advocated a military
solution to the North Korean proliferation problem. An isolated dictator with a small (and
vulnerable) nuclear arsenal might feel pressed to reach for the proverbial nuclear button should
he fear a military attack from the world’s sole superpower. It is time to take these developments
seriously.

First Published: Mar 07, 2019 20:55 IST
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-08

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
GERMANY ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Germany on
Cooperation in the field of Occupational Safety and Health

Posted On: 07 MAR 2019 2:44PM by PIB Delhi

The Union cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Germany on Cooperation in the field
of Occupational Safety and Health (OSH).  The MoU was renewed on 13th November 2018.

 

Benefits:

The collaboration till date has immensely helped in adopting the modern training techniques and
tolls on various aspects of Occupational Safety and Health in different sectors of economic
activity. Under the MoU, German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV) through the International
Social Security Association (ISSA) is bringing in knowhow to meet the OSH challenges,
especially in the construction and manufacturing sector. Also, it will benefit the large work force
by improving their safety and health, and preventing occupational injuries and diseases.  The
cooperation is expected to result in capacity building of Directorate General Factory Advice
Service and Labour Institutes (DGFASLI), the technical arm and attached office of Ministry of
Labour, India & Chief Inspector of Factories Officers (CIFs) in the field of OSH, Strengthening of
Inspection system for meeting emerging challenges, upgradation of laboratories for carrying out
applied research in the area of OSH, Development of OSH Standards and development in
Safety Culture for enhancing the well-being of the Indian workforce.

*****

AKT/SH
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-08

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND UK
ON CANCER RESEARCH INITIATIVE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and UK on Cancer
Research Initiative

Posted On: 07 MAR 2019 2:42PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between India and U.K. on Cancer Research Initiative. The MoU was
signed on 14th November 2018.

Details:

The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative will identify a core set of research challenges that
address issues of affordability, prevention and care of cancer by bringing together leading
Indian and UK experts across clinical research, demographic research, new technologies and
physical sciences. The initiative will provide funding to develop new research alliances and
undertake impactful research to enable significant progress against cancer outcomes.

Funding pattern:

Over 5 years, the total research funding for the Initiative shall be £10 million (approx. Rs. 90
crores). CRUK's share for such funding shall be £5 million (approx. Rs. 45 crores). DBT shall
match such funding by £5 million (approx. Rs.45 crores). The matching funds will be as per
prevailing rates at the beginning of financial year.

Impact:

Despite the surge in technological, biomedical, clinical, and pharmaceutical innovations aimed
at improving cancer outcomes, the overburdened healthcare systems across the globe remain
ill equipped to meet the massive burden of escalating cancer care costs. The India-UK Cancer
Research Initiative sets forth a roadmap for catalysing collaborations that align the best
researchers, scientists, healthcare organizations and institutions to a multi-disciplinary research
platform leading to high value, low cost outcomes for cancer care. Through this initiative the
number of positions for doctoral-level, post-doctoral level researchers and early career
scientists are expected to grow. They will not only be trained in cutting technology but will also
be trained in essential leadership and project management skills which would help them in
securing tenure-track research positions in academia or in related bio-pharma industry.

 

Background:

The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative is a collaborative 5-year bilateral research initiative by
the Department of Biotechnology(DBT), Ministry of Science & Technology, India and Cancer
Research UK (CRUK) that will focus on affordable approaches to cancer. Both CRUK and DBT
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will invest £5 million (approx. 45 crores) each in this 5-year pilot, and seek further investment
from other potential funding partners. This is a follow up of the joint statement issued by the two
Prime Ministers during the visit of Prime Minister of India; Shri Narendra Modi to UK on April 18,
2018, which states the following:

"As thriving democracies, we share a desire to work closely together and with all who share our
objective to support a rules-based international order that upholds agreed international norms,
global peace and stability. Together the UK and India are a forcefor good in an uncertain world.
We are sharing our experience and knowledge to tackle global challenges. India's Department
of Biotechnology (DBT) and Cancer Research UK propose to launch a £10 million (approx. Rs.
90 crores) bilateral research initiative which will focus on low cost approaches to cancer
treatment."

*****

AKT/SH
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CABINET APPROVES AMENDMENT TO THE ARTICLE 3
OF THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA AND BHUTAN
REGARDING MHEP IN ORDER TO EXTEND THE LOAN
REPAYMENT TENURE BY TWO YEARS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bhutan

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Amendment to the Article 3 of the
Agreement between India and Bhutan regarding MHEP in
order to extend the loan repayment tenure by two years

Posted On: 07 MAR 2019 2:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved Amendment to the
Article 3 of the Agreement between India and Bhutan regarding Mandechhu Hydro Electric
Project (MHEP) in order to extend the loan repayment tenure by two years extended by India to
Bhutan, for implementation of the said Project in Bhutan from fifteen (15) to seventeen (17)
years.

Benefits:

          The proposal aims to secure:

The First Year Tariff for import of power from the 720 MW MHEP in Bhutan at Indian
Rupees 4.12 per unit.

i.

 Certainty ot supply of surplus power to India by Bhutan from MHEP.ii.
Strengthening India-Bhutan economic relations and inter-linkages especially in the field of
hydro-power co-operation and overall deepening of India-Bhutan relations.

iii.

 

********
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-08

CABINET APPROVES AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA
AND BELARUS ON MLAT IN CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL
MATTERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Cabinet

Cabinet approves agreement between India and Belarus on
MLAT in Civil and Commercial Matters

Posted On: 07 MAR 2019 2:33PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the agreement
between Republic of India and the Republic of Belarus on Mutual Legal Assistance (MLAT) in
Civil and Commercial Matters.

The Agreement after having come into force will promote Mutual Legal Assistance between the
Contracting Parties in Civil and Commercial Matters.

The proposal aims to benefit the citizens of the respective Parties seeking Legal Assistance in
Civil and Commercial Matters in the requested Party irrespective of any gender, class or income
bias.

*****
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PARAGUAY IS AN IMPORTANT PARTNER OF INDIA IN
THE LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN REGION: VICE
PRESIDENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - South America

Vice President's Secretariat

Paraguay is an important partner of India in the Latin
American and Caribbean region: Vice President

There is a need for decisive action by international
community against individuals and groups engaged in
terrorist activities;

Calls on the President of the Democratic Republic of
Paraguay;

Holds Delegation Level Talks with the Vice President of
Paraguay;

Paraguayan leadership affirms its support to combat
terrorism against the backdrop of the terror attack in
Pulwama;

Applauds Paraguay’s decision to join the International
Solar Alliance soon;

Unveils a special commemorative postage stamp on
Mahatma Gandhi;

Witnesses signing of Memorandum of Understanding;

Attends Indian Community Reception in Paraguay

Posted On: 07 MAR 2019 10:52AM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has held high level talks with the leadership
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of Paraguay, in Asuncion today, in a bid to extend India’s outreach in the Latin American region
and strengthen bilateral ties.

 

The Vice President who is on a two-day visit to the Latin American Country, is the highest-level
representative of the Republic of India to visit Paraguay in the last 58 years since the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries on 13 September 1961.

 

Shri Naidu is accompanied by a high-level delegation consisting of the Minister of State for
Tourism (I/C), Shri Alphons Kannanthanam, the Member of Parliament, Shri Ram Kumar
Kashyap and senior officials from the Government of India.

 

The Vice President called on the President of the Republic of Paraguay, Mr. Mario Abdo
Benítez, the Vice President, Mr. Hugo Velázquez, and the President of the National Congress
(Senate), Mr. Silvio Ovelar.

 

Both sides agreed that terrorism posed a grave threat to global peace and stability, stressing
that there could be no justification for acts of terror on any grounds whatsoever. Outlining a
common desire to take an uncompromising stand against terror, India and Paraguay have
agreed to cooperate to deal with the menace of terror.

 

During the Delegation Level Talks, the Paraguayan leadership decried the brutal terrorist attack
that took place in Pulwama. The leadership of Paraguay said that they were on the same page
as India as far as the issue of terrorism is concerned and extended heartfelt condolences to
those who had lost their loved ones in the Pulwama terror attack. They stated that India could
always count on Paraguay´s support in the fight against terrorism and in voicing India’s concerns
on terrorism in the international fora.

 

Shri Naidu, during his interactions, particularly emphasized the scourge of cross border terrorism
in India and stressed upon the need to take strong measures against terrorists, terror
organizations, their networks and all those who encourage, support, finance and provide safe
haven to terrorists and terror groups.

 

Paraguay’s leadership affirmed its support for a UN Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism proposed by India. Furthermore, Paraguay assured that they would support India’s
candidature to various UN and other multilateral bodies including the permanent membership of
the United Nations Security Council.
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The Vice President emphasized that Paraguay was an important partner of India in the Latin
American and Caribbean region and said that the bilateral relations between the two nations
have been showing an upward trend. He opined that India and Paraguay shared common
values, interests, aspirations and promising futures.

 

Observing that there was a feeling of mutual admiration and appreciation among the people of
the two nations for each other, Shri Naidu underscored the deep faith in democracy that both
nations held.

 

Talks were held in a warm and cordial atmosphere when the two sides discussed bilateral,
regional and multilateral issues of mutual interest.

 

The Indian and Paraguayan dignitaries noted with satisfaction the strengthening of the bilateral
relations over the years and the bilateral trade has increased almost ten-fold over the last ten
years. They agreed that there is an ever-greater scope to increase trade volume and diversify
the trade basket.

 

Shri Naidu applauded Paraguay’s decision to join the International Solar Alliance soon, an
initiative by India and France, aimed at combating the threats of climate change and global
warming.

 

The Vice President urged the Paraguayan leadership to explore new areas of collaboration
including agriculture, hydroelectric and solar energy, health, pharmaceuticals, traditional
medicine, Information and Communication Technology, agriculture machinery and
biotechnology. Both sides agreed to facilitate promotion of exchanges between academics and
universities and also between travel professionals and stakeholders in tourism.

 

Shri Naidu urged Paraguay to facilitate the convening of the next round of expert level
discussions between MERCOSUR and India to take forward the shared agenda of the
expansion of the Preferential Trade Agreement.

 

Narrating the fascinating story of growth and development that India was witnessing, the Vice
President said that India was seeing a steady GDP growth rate of 7.5%, which made it the sixth
largest economy in the world. ‘India today has emerged as a major global business destination’,
he added.

 

The Vice President also applauded Paraguay’s sustained growth rate in times of economic
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difficulties around the world.

 

Shri Naidu underlined the tremendous opportunities that India had, ranging from its huge market
with a middle class of 300-350 million people to dynamic and investigative press and media to
independent judiciary, and evolved corporate laws and business practices.

 

Paraguay joined India in remembering the contributions of Mahatma Gandhi on the occasion of
the 150th Birth Anniversary of the Mahatma. Shri Naidu along with the Vice President of
Paraguay, Mr. Hugo Velazquez jointly unveiled a special commemorative postage stamp on
Mahatma Gandhi. Shri Naidu requested the leadership of Paraguay to collaborate to install a
bust of Mahatma Gandhi at a prominent location in Asuncion.

 

The Vice President also witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the
Diplomatic and Consular Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Paraguay and
the Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs of the Republic of India. Decision was
made to task experts from both nations to finalize pending agreements including Double
Taxation Avoidance Agreement, Bilateral Investment Treaty and for Extradition and Mutual
Legal Assistance.

 

Shri Naidu also attended the Indian Community Reception in Paraguay. He said that the
continued interest in India in Paraguay is due to the Indian diaspora. ‘Each member of the Indian
Diaspora is a cultural Ambassador’, he observed.

 

The Vice President opined that there is a new dynamism in India’s diaspora policy & outreach
and added that there is a much greater connect today between India & the Indian diaspora than
ever before. Shri Naidu said that the Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra in Delhi and our Embassies are
available round the clock to our people in need. He also spoke about the zeal with which India
celebrated the recent Pravasi Bharatiya Divas at Varanasi.

 

Shri Naidu complemented the achievements of the Indian diaspora in Paraguay and expressed
hope that, through the diaspora, the ties between the two countries would be further
strengthened. He expressed hope that the endeavors of Indian diaspora would be a constant
source of satisfaction and pride for the country.

 

The Vice President thanked the people and the Government of Paraguay for their hospitality and
warmth during his visit.
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The Vice President underscored the importance of strengthening Parliamentary linkages and
invited President of Paraguay, Mr. Abdo Benítez to visit India at a mutually convenient time.

 

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-09

U.S. WANTS MORE ‘IRREVERSIBLE ACTION’ ON
TERROR FROM PAKISTAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The U.S. has noted Pakistan’s recent action against terrorists and terror organizations, including
the detention of 44 individuals connected to terror groups, but wants to see sustained and
irreversible action.

“…The United States notes these steps and we continue to urge Pakistan to take sustained,
irreversible action against terrorist groups that will prevent future attacks and that will promote
regional stability,” U.S. State Department spokesperson Robert Palladino said in response to a
question from The Hindu at a Department press briefing.

“And we reiterate our call for Pakistan to abide by its United Nations Security Council obligations
to deny terrorists safe haven and block entry to funds…,” Mr. Palladino added.

India unconvinced

India remains sceptical of Pakistan’s actions this week — detaining individuals connected to
terror and freezing assets of terror groups — given the country’s history of releasing wanted
terrorists and reversing course on crackdowns. Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) chief Massod Azhar
is currently not detained and Jamat-ud Dawa and Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation chief and
mastermind behind the 2008 Mumbai attacks, Hafiz Saeed, a UN designated terrorist, was
released from house arrest in November 2017.

“You’re really our people but please remain indoors until this over,” an Indian official told
reporters in Washington DC on Wednesday, describing Pakistan’s attitude towards acting
against individuals connected to terror. The official said Pakistan’s had a “revolving door” policy
towards terrorists, where arresting them meant they were kept in “luxury accommodations.”

Regarding conflicting reports that emerged about the targets hit and the extent of the damage to
a JeM camp during the Indian air strikes, the official said the point was that there “will be a price
to pay” for attacks in India and that India was going to react to terror attacks.
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‘INDIA, PAKISTAN MUST HAVE LONG-TERM VISION
FOR TIES’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Wang YiWANG ZHAO  

China on Friday called upon India and Pakistan to look ahead and turn the current dip in their
ties into an opportunity to “fundamentally” improve their relationship through dialogue.

Addressing an annual press conference on the sidelines of the session of the National People’s
Congress (NPC), State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi, for the first time, affirmed that
China was engaged in “mediation efforts” to ease tensions between India and Pakistan.

Mr. Wang’s remarks follow the visit to Pakistan by Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Kong
Xuanyou, amid speculation that the senior Chinese diplomat also intends to visit India. “This is
the second time that a Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister is being sent to Pakistan and India — the
first time was in 1999 during the Kargil war,” said Liu Zongyi, senior fellow of Shanghai Institutes
for International Studies .

In response to a question, Mr. Wang reiterated China’s advocacy for a dialogue between India
and Pakistan, which he said should be guided by a long-term vision of the two countries to
turnaround their ties.
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INDIA TO SEND ENVOY BACK TO PAKISTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Ajay Bisaria  

India on Friday took a step towards de-escalation of tension with Pakistan and announced that
its envoy will return to Islamabad on Saturday.

Both countries had withdrawn their envoys following a spike in tension after the terror attack in
Pulwama and the Indian airstrikes in Balakot.

“High Commissioner of India to Pakistan Ajay Bisaria will reach Islamabad on March 9 and
resume his duties,” Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said.

The announcement comes days after Pakistan declared that Prime Minister Imran Khan would
send High Commissioner Sohail Mahmood back to Delhi. Diplomatic sources said Pakistan’s
envoy will also return to Delhi on Saturday. Prime Minister Khan met Pakistan’s envoy to India
on Friday and discussed the upcoming India-Pakistan engagements.
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THE LOOMING THREAT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Khaled Ahmed was born in 1943 in Jallandhar during the siege of Stalingrad. He has been an
opinion writer based in Pakistan for the past 40 years. Over his decades of experience, he has
worked for <em>The Pakistan Times, The Nation, The Frontier Post, The Friday Times and The
Daily Times, three of which have been closed down either permanently or temporarily. He is now
consulting editor at Newsweek Pakistan, based in Lahore.</em> Ahmed graduated from
Government College Lahore during the 1965 war with India with an MA (Honours) on the roll of
honour, along with a diploma in German from Punjab University. In 1970, he received a diploma
in Russian (Interpretation) from Moscow State University. In 2006, he wrote the book, Sectarian
War: Sunni-Shia Conflict in Pakistan at the Woodrow Wilson Centre in Washington DC.

On January 31, The Indian Express wrote in its editorial: “In Washington, Kabul and Delhi, there
is apprehension that President Donald Trump is abandoning Afghanistan to the Taliban and the
Pakistan Army. Pakistan, on the other hand, sees its dream of a pliable Afghanistan within
reach.”

Afghanistan is a member of SAARC but SAARC is scuttled by the India-Pakistan rivalry. India-
China relations are unfriendly and New Delhi sees the CPEC as a menacing development.
Pakistan, economically belly-up, needs handouts and finds itself opposed by Iran because of the
crucial dollars coming to Pakistan from the Arabs.

Pakistanis who choose to be objective see nothing but trouble with a Taliban comeback in
Afghanistan. It sees elements in Afghanistan working for India to “balance” what New Delhi
perceives Pakistan is doing in Jammu & Kashmir. It has retaliated through alienated Baloch and
Pashtun elements creating trouble in Karachi. Pakistan has caught some of the terrorists that
attacked the Chinese consulate in Karachi in November 2018 and thinks the attack was actually
planned and executed by RAW.

Pakistan doesn’t see the Afghan Taliban as its friend. The dislike is mutual from the days
Pakistan thought it could manipulate them as proxy warriors. After 9/11, millions of Afghans
were forced to become refugees in Pakistan. The Taliban who shifted into Pakistan’s tribal belt,
were mishandled and allowed to destroy the tribal system of authority in an area that can contain
two states the size of Switzerland.

Pakistan’s own Taliban, created by the al Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri, became the “enemy
within” and joined up with the Afghan Taliban who reject the Afghan-Pakistan border called the
Durand Line. Both kinds of Taliban support themselves financially by kidnapping rich Pakistanis,
prominent among them sons of the Punjab governor and Pakistan’s prime minister. At the time
of writing, the latest of the doctors of Quetta — 17th in a row — picked up by the Taliban has
returned after a month of captivity after paying Rs 50 million.

Pakistan wants normal relations with India after decades of bad blood but India may soft-pedal
the issue till after the election. India’s presence in Afghanistan can be beneficial for the region if
it normalises relations with Pakistan. A majority of foreign policy experts advise free trade and
free movement of people under SAARC.
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Most objective Pakistani observers think that the return of the Taliban in Afghanistan will
endanger Pakistan because the new conflict between the bearded warriors and a “liberal”
Afghanistan plus the non-Pashtuns of the north will spill over into Pakistan. The Pashtun of the
tribal areas are alienated too after remaining backward for 70 years in a “tribal museum” under
state policy, forcing them to migrate inland and to the Gulf states.

India should read what three high commissioners of Pakistan to India thought of Pakistan’s India
policy in the Institute of Regional Studies Islamabad publication Indian Grand Strategy:
Machiavellian or Kautilyan?”

Riaz Khokhar’s (1992-1997) advice: “There is a need for us to put a dampener on our proactivity
about Kashmir, because our moment of action would inevitably come at some point in time. We
should maintain our cool in the present crisis as the basis of reciprocity. We should not activate
the LoC and should restrict our rhetoric internally.”
Ashraf Jahangir Qazi (1997-2002) says: “We need to resolve the relatively easily resolvable
disputes with India and move towards normal trading relations with it for the economic prosperity
of our country and well-being of our people. Pakistan’s response will have to be much more
calculated than it has been in the past.”

Aziz Ahmed Khan (2003-2006) posted the following insights: “from being a foolish person, Prime
Minister Modi of India is a very accomplished politician and administrator. He places a lot of
emphasis on efficiency of bureaucracy. When he was Chief Minister in Gujarat he used to rely
more on a coterie of efficient bureaucrats rather than his ministers. We should focus inwards…
Pakistan will have to take stronger action against the likes of Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi and Hafiz
Saeed.”

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android
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ROAD THROUGH ROME?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Italy’s plan to endorse the Belt and Road Initiative, the first such move by a G7 member, will
boost China’s global ambitions. In turn, this highlights the difficulties facing the EU and the U.S.
in formulating a concerted response to counter China’s growing might. On its inception in 2013,
the BRI envisaged linking about 65 countries along a modern Silk Road, the transformation of
China into a high-income economy and the renminbi’s elevation into a global currency. Today, it
has expanded to over 80 countries, mostly least developed and developing economies, as
Beijing seeks to bolster its Made in China 2025 industrial policy. The lure of the BRI is attributed
largely to the informal nature of the deals Beijing negotiates with partner-states, with attractive
loan terms and sans political strings. Their opaque nature has spurred criticism that recipients
risk being pushed into a debt trap. But the glitches facing some of the BRI infrastructure projects
have merely led to calls for renegotiation rather than their roll-back. The BRI has moved forward,
along with Beijing’s other venture, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank. Many Central and
Eastern European countries, EU members and aspirants alike, are part of the “16+1” group,
which includes China, collaborating in infrastructure ventures.

Mapped: China's 'One Belt, One Road' initiative

However, Italy, an EU founder-member, will be the first major developed economy to participate
in the BRI. Rome’s ruling eurosceptic and anti-establishment coalition has been enthusiastic in
signing on. Its timing is seen to have something to do with the difficulties the government has
faced in balancing its growth targets with the EU’s stringent fiscal norms. These tensions
surfaced in recent negotiations with Brussels that led to a revised Italian budget. Italy is counting
on its BRI endorsement to boost investment in it, given recent reductions in Chinese outflows
into the EU. Rome is expected to sign an MoU to participate in the mammoth endeavour during
a visit this month of President Xi Jinping. Italy’s move comes at a moment of increasing concern
in European capitals, especially Paris and Berlin, to counter Chinese mergers and acquisitions
of European firms to protect the bloc’s strategic economic sectors. The Trump administration
has, in keeping with its America First policy, invoked national security provisions rarely deployed
in international trade and targeted Beijing with punitive import tariffs, ostensibly to protect
domestic industries. China’s phenomenal economic expansion since joining the WTO in 2001
has almost altered the global landscape. But attempts to block Chinese businesses may prove
short-sighted. Instead, Western democracies should strive to live up to their repeated pledges,
since the 2007-08 global financial crisis, to eschew protectionism and promote rules-based open
and free global competition.
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A viable financial mechanism must be evolved to remove pollutants in power plants
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IRAN TELLS PAK. TO ACT AGAINST TERRORISTS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has demanded that Pakistan act “decisively against anti-
Iranian terrorists” in a phone call with the country’s Premier, Tehran said, a month after a bloody
attack on security forces. Iran says a Pakistani suicide bomber was behind the February 13
attack that killed 27 Revolutionary Guards in its volatile southeastern province of Sistan-
Balochistan.

A Sunni jihadist group, Jaish al-Adl (Army of Justice), which Tehran says operates mostly out of
bases in neighbouring Pakistan, claimed responsibility for the blast.

Mr. Rouhani in the phone conversation on Saturday evening with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan called to maintain good ties and pointed the finger of blame at Tehran’s traditional regional
and international foes.
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INDIA ASKS SAUDI TO INVEST IN STRATEGIC OIL
STORAGE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

India invited Saudi Arabia to invest in its strategic oil storage even as it looks to resurrect a $44
billion (Rs. 3.08 lakh crore) refinery project with the world’s largest oil producer after the
Maharashtra government denied land at the initial site.

Saudi Oil Minister Khalid Al Falih, on his second visit to India in three weeks, discussed with his
Indian counterpart Dharmendra Pradhan the 60-million-tonne (MT)-a-year mega oil refinery-
cum-petrochemical complex.

Review proposals

“The [two] Ministers reviewed various Saudi investment proposals in the Indian oil and gas
sector, including the urgent steps to be taken to expedite the implementation of the first joint
venture West Coast Refinery and Petrochemical Project in Maharashtra, estimated to cost $44
billion, which will be the largest greenfield refinery in the world,” an Oil Ministry statement said
on Sunday.

The statement said: “Saudi Arabia’s participation in Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR)
programme was also discussed.”

India has built 5.33 MT of emergency storage, enough to meet its oil needs for 9.5 days, in
underground rock caverns in Mangalore and Padur in Karnataka and Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh.
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U.S. MOVES TO GET CHINA’S SUPPORT FOR LISTING
AZHAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Masood Azhar  

The United States is working to convince China to allow the listing of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
Chief Masood Azhar by the UNSC 1267 Committee, a senior administration official, who did not
want to be named, said.

Speaking exclusively to The Hindu, the official said, “We are working hard to convince China. It
is not in China’s interest to shield terrorist groups operating in Pakistan. And as a responsible
global power, China should take a clear stand against terrorism. So we expect China to join in
designating Masood Azhar as a terrorist.”

The official said the U.S. felt India’s frustration and that Pakistan has been isolated over the
February 14 Pulwama attack and its aftermath. The U.S. was looking for permanent action by
Pakistan to end its support for terror.

Remains sceptical

Pakistan had last week reportedly detained more than 120 individuals connected to terror
groups, taken over madrasas and seized assets of terror groups including those of Jamat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) — a sister organisation of militant outfit Lakshar-e-Taiba and its charity arm, Falah-
e-Insaniyat Foundation (FIF). Both organisations are headed by Hafiz Saeed, a UN designated
terrorist, wanted by India in connection with the 2008 Mumbai attack.

“We are not going to be satisfied with half-measures or temporary steps like we’ve seen in the
past. I do think Pakistan has to consider the reaction of the international community,” the senior
administration official said. “There has been a lot of solidarity with India and a lot of frustration
with the fact that Pakistan has still not cracked down on these groups. Pakistan has been pretty
isolated over this situation,” the official said.

Following the ratcheting up of tensions after the Pulwama attack, the U.S. and other world
powers have been quick to step forward to help de-escalate the situation between the two
nuclear powers.

Nuclear threat

“Whenever there are crises like these between India and Pakistan, there is a great deal of
concern because these are nuclear states. So there is the instinct to de-escalate the situation.
But there is also less patience with Pakistan’s support for these groups and more of a sense of
sharing India’s frustration over these groups’ ability to operate freely inside Pakistan,” the official
said, characterising the U.S. reaction.

U.S. Secretary of State Michael Pompeo met with British National Security Advisor Mark Sedwill
on Friday and “support for reducing tension between India and Pakistan” was part of their
discussion, the U.S. State Department spokesperson Robert Palladino said.
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CHINA STILL RELUCTANT ON LISTING AZHAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang.AFPGREG BAKER  

China on Monday gave no indication that it is likely to change its stand on Masood Azhar in the
UN committee that meets on Wednesday to vote on designating head of the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) group as an international terrorist.

In response to a question on Beijing’s position in the upcoming March 13 meeting of the UN
Security Council’s 1267 committee, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lu Kang stuck to
the position that the security council, as the “main body” of the UN system does not take its
decisions superficially. He also signalled that that the die had not been cast on Azhar’s
designation just yet.

China has on three occasions placed a “technical hold” on Azhar’s designation as a global
terrorist in the 1267 committee. Yet another attempt on the JeM chief’s designation, led by the
United States, France and Britain, has begun following the February 14 Pulwama attack. Mr. Lu
hinted that China favoured detailed deliberations on the issue of designation. “Only decisions
made through responsible and serious discussions are the way to solve problems sustainably,”
he observed.
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A CASE FOR AGGRESSIVE DIPLOMACY: ON INDIA-
PAKISTAN RELATIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Pakistan and India are strange nations. Just as the conflict after India’s bombing of the Balakot
terror camp was winding down, Pakistan alleged on March 5 that it had thwarted the entry of
an Indian submarine into its waters. India responded that Pakistan was indulging in false
propaganda. On the same evening, the Pakistani Foreign Ministry issued a statement that its
High Commissioner to India, Sohail Mahmood, would be returning to Delhi and talks with India
on the Kartarpur Corridor would go ahead. It was a signal that tensions were officially being
defused. India confirmed the talks on Kartarpur and also sent back Indian High
Commissioner Ajay Bisaria to Islamabad.

The morning and evening’s events of March 5 could cause genuine confusion among the public.
But it appears as though Pakistan, through its morning assertion, was playing to its domestic
audience, while its evening statement was a signal to the international community that it had no
further desire to climb the escalation ladder with India.

It was U.S. President Donald Trump who provided the first clear indication of the involvement of
major powers in defusing tensions between India and Pakistan. Apart from the Americans, the
Chinese and Saudis also seem smack in the middle of the India-Pakistan equation. If the Indian
intention post-Pulwama was to isolate Pakistan, that doesn’t seem to have happened.

For the two governments, given that the score was level — one had shot down a F-16 and the
other had shot down an MiG-21 — they could now respond positively to global concerns. As for
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, ‘Operation Balakot’ had given him ammunition to use in his
election rallies.

The Modi government’s decision to go ahead with the Kartarpur talks days after tensions were at
the peak, and after withdrawing the Most Favoured Nation status to Pakistan, is bizarre, but it
serves two purposes. One, it is an effort to win votes in the Punjab. Two, it shows India as being
reasonable before the international community.

There is little doubt that India got away with its pre-emptive strike in Balakot because Pakistan’s
denials that it has nothing to do with fostering groups like the Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) carry no credibility, including among thinking members of its own civil
society. Further, the JeM even claimed responsibility for the Pulwama terror strike. There’s
also little doubt that India and Pakistan narrowly escaped a full-fledged conflict, the extent of
which can never really be predicted amid social media propaganda, fake videos, domestic
pressures and ugly jingoism on both sides.

The India-Pakistan nuclear ‘deterrent’ was first put to test by General Pervez Musharraf, who
planned the Kargil incursion months after Pakistan went publicly nuclear in response to the
Indian nuclear tests of May 11 and 13, 1998.

As India began clearing the Kargil heights of the Pakistani Northern Light Infantry masquerading
as ‘mujahideen’, there was enormous pressure on Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee to use
the Indian Air Force across the Line of Control after the loss of two MiG aircraft. But Vajpayee
held firm against both public and IAF pressure. During the Kargil conflict, Pakistan’s then
Foreign Secretary Shamshad Ahmed and Minister Raja Zafar-ul-Haq made it clear that its
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nuclear weapons were not for show, but for use. Pakistan’s conduct during Kargil exposed the
state as irresponsible and led to numerous international calls for respecting the LoC. Had India
retaliated across the LoC then, or hit back against Pakistani retaliation during this year’s
confrontation, the country’s “miltablishment”, to borrow Pakistani journalist Najam Sethi’s
expression, in Rawalpindi may well have been pondering the unthinkable nuclear option.

Pakistan went to great lengths to obtain its nuclear capability to insulate itself against India and
no “miltablishment” can survive there if it’s unable to even the score with India. The nuclear
option is built into the trajectory of its survival as a state.

India can ignore such default Pakistani options at its own — and the region’s — peril. Looking
strong in an election year might be good for a political party’s prospects, but will do nothing to
enhance India’s credentials as a responsible state that thinks long term.

During the Kargil war in 1999, after the Parliament attack in 2001, and post the Mumbai attack in
2008, two Prime Ministers of India had the option of retaliation, but they did not exercise it.
Instead, India’s patience projected the responsible nature of the state, which was in stark
opposition to Pakistan’s tattered credibility.

It is a commentary on the sorry state of India’s covert capabilities that key figures in the terror
network in Pakistan operate unhindered. A key planner of the 1999 IC-814 hijacking and founder
of the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, Fazlur Rehman Khaleel, was recently received at a Pakistani air
base in Waziristan. That’s the ground reality. Whatever Pakistan is doing to rein in the JeM and
LeT is being dictated by the threat of sanctions from the Financial Action Task Force, not by
Indian pressure. These actions will vanish if the threat of sanctions dissipates.

A conventional response to terrorist groups can demonstrate intent, but does very little to whittle
down their abilities. Covert capabilities coupled with deft and persistent diplomacy is the only
way forward in such difficult circumstances.

The Modi government’s inability to reach out to Kashmiris and its actions against the Hurriyat
leadership at a time when the separatists have lost control of the public mood underline an
uncaring attitude. This has also created a fertile ground for Kashmiri youth to join terrorist ranks.

Indian state responses cannot be reactive to the agenda of terrorist groups, howsoever brutal
their actions are. A calm, mature, informed and long-term strategy with aggressive diplomacy at
its core, one that leverages India’s economic strength, remains the country’s best bet to deal
with the terrorist threat from Pakistani soil.

amit.b@thehindu.co.in
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India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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CHINA’S REACTION TO BALAKOT AIRSTRIKES
EXPOSES PAKISTAN’S INTERNATIONAL ISOLATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Even as international pressure has forced Pakistan into taking some action, only if symbolic,
against terrorist organisations flourishing on its soil, the reaction that would have hurt it the most
came from China. By taking a neutral position between India and Pakistan after the terrorist
attack in Pulwama and the airstrikes in Balakot, China has revealed the true value it places on
Pakistan. During his media briefing on Friday, China’s foreign minister and state councillor,
Wang Yi, reiterated the need for preventing escalation and solving the matter through dialogue.
It is true that China, unlike other countries, has not asked Pakistan to take stern action against
terrorists, but Islamabad would have hoped for greater rhetorical support from its old friend
during this crisis.

It is not that China has not supported Pakistan at all. It did try its best to ensure that the United
Nations Security Council statement on the Pulwama attack did not mention Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM). However, with the US and France standing firmly behind India, China had to accede. As
this newspaper has said earlier, China’s support for Pakistan is perfectly rational. If the cost of
supporting Pakistan is greater than the transient gains, China does not hesitate in taking a
stance that would hurt its “iron brother”. At the moment, China realises that the gains made in
the informal summit in Wuhan between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping
are still in their infancy. Any overt support for Pakistan after Pulwama could hurt those
precarious gains. Wang credited the Wuhan summit and said, it “created a new model of high
level interactions between our two countries, deepened trust between our leaders but [also] set
the direction for our future relations”.

Pakistan also made an effort to get China involved as a mediator between itself and India.
Pakistani foreign minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi even announced that China would be
sending a special envoy to both New Delhi and Islamabad for the purpose. Chinese vice foreign
minister Kong Xuanyou did indeed visit Islamabad but not New Delhi. It is not known whether
India refused this mediation offer or if the Chinese were too sensible to make the offer in the first
place. The big story from the current crisis is not the number of terrorists dead in the Balakot
airstrikes, but the international isolation of Pakistan. China’s neutrality only strengthens that
story.
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FINAL SHOWDOWN: ON IS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The Islamic State, which at its peak controlled territories straddling the Iraq-Syria border of the
size of Great Britain, is now fighting for half a square kilometre in eastern Syria. The Syrian
Democratic Forces, the Kurdish-led rebel group assisted by the U.S., has effectively laid siege to
Baghouz, the eastern Syrian village where about 500 IS jihadists along with 4,000 women and
children are caught. When the IS lost bigger cities such as Raqqa and Deir Ezzor in eastern
Syria, militants moved to Baghouz and the deserts in the south. After the SDF moved to
Baghouz, several civilians fled the village. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights estimates
that nearly 59,000 people have left IS-held territory since December, and at least 4,000 jihadists
have surrendered since February. Both President Donald Trump and the SDF commanders say
victory against the IS is imminent. Victory in Baghouz will also mean the IS’s territorial caliphate
is shattered. Since the battle for Kobane in 2015, which marked the beginning of the end of the
IS, Syrian Kurdish rebels have been in the forefront of the war. Naturally, the SDF would claim
the final victory against the IS.

Analysis: Does the Islamic State still pose a threat?

However, the liberation of Baghouz or the destruction of the territorial caliphate does not
necessarily mean that the IS has been defeated. It is basically an insurgent-jihadist group. It has
established cells, especially in Syria and Iraq, which have continued to carry out terror attacks
even as IS territories kept shrinking. The group has a presence in Syria’s vast deserts, a tactic
its predecessor, al-Qaeda in Iraq, successfully used when it was in decline during 2006-2011
after its leader Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was killed by the U.S. When the Syrian civil war broke, the
remnants of AQI found an opportunity for revival and rebranded themselves as the Jabhat al-
Nusra, al-Qaeda’s branch in Syria. The IS was born when al-Nusra split. The U.S., the Kurdish
rebels, the Syrian government and other stakeholders in the region should be mindful of the
geopolitical and sectarian minefields that groups such as the IS could exploit for their re-
emergence. Mr. Trump has already announced the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Syria. The
Turkish government of President Recep Tayyip Erdoan is wary of the rapid rise of the Syrian
Kurds, who are organisationally and ideologically aligned with Kurdish rebels on the Turkish
side. The Syrian regime, on its part, has vowed to re-establish its authority over the Kurdish
autonomous region in the northeast. If Turkey and Syria attack Kurdish rebels, who were vital in
the battle against the IS, that would throw northeastern Syria into chaos again, which would suit
the jihadists. To avoid this, there must be an orderly U.S. withdrawal and a political solution to
the Syrian civil war.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-13

VICE PRESIDENT CONCLUDES HIS VISIT TO
PARAGUAY AND COSTA RICA (MARCH 05-09, 2019)

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - South America

Vice President's Secretariat

Vice President concludes his visit to Paraguay and Costa
Rica (March 05-09, 2019)

Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu becomes the first
high level dignitary to visit Paraguay and Costa Rica;

Receives Honoris Causa Degree from University for Peace
in Costa Rica;

Holds delegation level talks with the leadership of both
countries;

Addresses business communities in Paraguay and Costa
Rica;

Interacts with Indian Diaspora in both nations;

Invites investors and entrepreneurs to do business with
India;

Calls for united global action against terror;

Seeks support of both nations for UN Security Council
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Reforms;

Speaks for expansion of the International Solar Alliance

Posted On: 11 MAR 2019 6:03PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu visited the Republic of Paraguay
from 5-7 March 2019 and the Republic of Costa Rica from 7-9 March 2019. This was
the first high-level visit from India to both these countries. He was accompanied by a
high-level delegation including the Minister of State for Tourism (I/C), Shri Alphons
Kannanthanam, the Members of Parliament and senior officials from the Government
of India. 

Paraguay

The Vice President met with the President of the Republic of Paraguay, Mr. Mario
AbdoBenítez, the Vice President, Mr. Hugo Velázquez, and the President of the
National Congress (Senate), Mr. Silvio Ovelar. He also addressed the India-Paraguay
business forum and interacted with the Indian Diaspora in Paraguay.

During the Delegation Level Talks, the Paraguayan leadership decried the brutal
terrorist attack that took place in Pulwama. The leadership of Paraguay said that they
were on the same page as India as far as the issue of terrorism is concerned and
extended heartfelt condolences to those who had lost their loved ones in the
Pulwama terror attack. They stated that India could always count on Paraguay´s
support in the fight against terrorism and in voicing India’s concerns on terrorism in
the international fora.

The Vice President emphasized that Paraguay was an important partner of India in
the Latin American and Caribbean region and said that the bilateral relations between
the two nations have been showing an upward trend. He opined that India and
Paraguay shared common values, interests, aspirations and promising futures.

Talks were held in a warm and cordial atmosphere when the two sides discussed
bilateral, regional and multilateral issues of mutual interest.

Shri Naidu applauded Paraguay’s decision to join the International Solar Alliance
soon, an initiative by India and France, aimed at combating the threats of climate
change and global warming.

Shri Naidu urged Paraguay to facilitate the convening of the next round of expert level
discussions between MERCOSUR and India to take forward the shared agenda of
the expansion of the Preferential Trade Agreement.
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Paraguay joined India in remembering the contributions of Mahatma Gandhi on the
occasion of the 150th Birth Anniversary of the Mahatma. Shri Naidu along with the
Vice President of Paraguay, Mr. Hugo Velazquez jointly unveiled a special
commemorative postage stamp on Mahatma Gandhi.  Shri Naidu requested the
leadership of Paraguay to collaborate to install a bust of Mahatma Gandhi at a
prominent location in Asuncion.

The Vice President also witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
between the Diplomatic and Consular Academy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Paraguay and the Foreign Service Institute, Ministry of External Affairs of
the Republic of India.

Shri Naidu also attended an Indian Community reception in Paraguay. He said that
the continued interest in India in Paraguay is due to the Indian diaspora. ‘Each
member of the Indian Diaspora is a cultural Ambassador’, he observed.

Shri Naidu complemented the achievements of the Indian Diaspora in Paraguay and
expressed hope that, through the diaspora, the ties between the two countries would
be further strengthened. He expressed hope that the endeavours of Indian diaspora
would be a constant source of satisfaction and pride for the country.

The Vice President said that there was immense scope for the Indian companies for
investments in Paraguay, especially in Automobile, Pharmaceuticals & Engineering
Goods. ‘Given its strengths in agriculture, Paraguay can become an important partner
for India as a source of agro products’, he added.

Shri Naidu invited Indian and Paraguayan businesses to partner with each other for
trade, technology and investment collaboration. He also urged Paraguayan
businessmen and women to visit India to experience first-hand the major
transformation underway in the country.

The Vice President underscored the importance of strengthening Parliamentary
linkages and invited President of Paraguay, Mr. AbdoBenítez to visit India at a
mutually convenient time. 

Costa Rica

The visit of Vice President to the Republic of Costa Rica was the first ever high-level
visit from India to the nation.

The Vice President met the President of Costa Rica, Mr. Carlos Alvarado Quesada
and held Delegation level talks with him which was followed by a joint press
statement. He also met the President of the Congress of the Republic of Costa Rica,
Ms. Carolina Hidalgo Herrera and attended a luncheon hosted by the first Vice
President of the Republic of Costa Rica, Ms. Epsy Campbell Barr. The Vice President
addressed the business community of Costa Rica and interacted with the Indian
Diaspora in Costa Rica.
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Shri Naidu also witnessed the signing of two crucial documents; a Memorandum of
Understanding between India and Costa Rica on the waiving of Visa requirement for
Diplomatic and Official Passport holders and the signing of a letter of intent to
collaborate in the field of biotechnology.

At the Delegation level Talks, the Vice President said that India and Costa Rica have
close and cordial ties, based on shared commitment to the pursuit of democracy,
pluralism, multiculturalism, freedom of Press, equitable human rights and other such
important values and principles. 

The Vice President invited Costa Rican companies to invest in and benefit from India,
the fastest growing large economy.  

Speaking of Indian medicines which are highly economical and FDA Approved, he
urged Costa Rica to Fastrack approval process for pharmaceuticals to facilitate wider
availability of Indian generics in Costa Rica. 

The Vice President opined that India and Costa Rica could collaborate in various
aspects of skill development such as social and community mobilisation, training in
Soft Skills, Entrepreneurship, Financial and Digital Literacy. 

He also said that India would be happy to collaborate to set up a Chair for pursuit of
Indian studies at the University of Costa Rica in view of keenness on the part of the
local Costa Rican population in pursuing such studies. 

Referring to the dastardly terrorist attack on the Indian security forces on February
14, 2019 in Pulwama, J&K by Jaish-e-Mohammed, he said that there was a need for
decisive action by international community against individuals and terrorist groups
engaged in terrorist activities.  

 

Speaking of the need to reduce carbon footprint and conserve the environment, Shri
Naidu expressed happiness to have Costa Rica on board with us on the global
platform of International Solar Alliance which has clean energy targets of 175 GW
solar power. 

The Vice President requested Costa Rican leadership to extend support for initiating
reforms in the UN Security Council and asked for their valuable support for India’s
candidatures coming up for elections to a number of multilateral fora including the a
non-permanent seat of the UN Security Council for the term 2021-2022. 

During the Meeting with the President of the Congress of the Republic of Costa Rica,
Ms. Carolina Hidalgo Herrera, the Vice President highlighted India’s areas of strength
that Costa Rica can benefit from, including Information Technology, Biotechnology,
Space Technology, pharmaceuticals, hydroelectric generators, power plant
equipments and railway construction. 
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The Vice President also attended a Luncheon hosted by the first Vice President of the
Republic of Costa Rica, Ms. Epsy Campbell Barr. The two leaders discussed topics
such as youth empowerment, promoting tourism, healthcare, financial inclusion, e-
governance, space program, early childhood education programs, public transport
and e-mobility.  

The Vice President addressed the Indian Community in San Jose, Costa Rica and
complimented the members of the diaspora for Costa Rica for the esteem that they
have won for themselves and India because of their high professional skills and
competence. 

The Vice President said that India has been a votary of peace and non-violence from
time immemorial.  He strongly condemned the destructive forces of terrorism that
continue to be a festering challenge, distracting our attention from development.
‘Peace will not thrive if the forces of terror continue their unchecked run’, he
asserted. 

Speaking from Costa Rica, a peace loving country, the Vice President called for a
united, global response to the pervasive menace of terror. He also appealed for a
concerted action at the global level on terror by concluding the United Nations
Comprehensive Convention on international Terrorism.

Sri Naidu urged all the nationsto realize the ever increasing serious threat of terror
and come together to name and shame and isolate all forms of terror. He called for
an effective global response to this global challenge. 

At the India – Costa Rica Business Forum, the Vice President said that India and
Costa Rica could collaborate in areas such as Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology,
Digital Sciences and telecommunications, Agriculture and Food Processing,
Renewable Energy, Space Research and Climate Change.

Shri Naidu applauded the hard work and enterprise of Costa Rican entrepreneurs and
engineers which made Costa Rica an important economy and a leading services
sector hub in Central America.

The Vice President said that Costa Rica is an attractive tourist destination and could
be brought on to the tourist circuit of Indian travelers.

Honorary Doctorate from University for Peace

The Vice President was also conferred an Honorary Doctorate by the University for
Peace founded by the United Nations for his contribution “to the Rule of Law,
democracy and sustainable development in India”. 

In his acceptance speech, Shri Naidu said “This (Honorary Doctorate) is more an
honour for my country than to me as an individual. It is an honour bestowed on a
country, a civilization and a culture that has been an ardent and consistent champion
of peace since time immemorial. I am privileged to receive this honour when the
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world is commemorating the 150th Birth Anniversary of Gandhi Ji, the extraordinary
apostle of peace”. 

The visit of Vice President to the two countries has advanced India’s outreach to the
important countries in the region. This visit will give an opportunity to provide impetus
to bilateral relations in trade and investment, ICT, renewable energy including hydel
energy, education, healthcare, space and people to people linkages.

During the visit to both the countries there were fruitful and cordial exchanges
covering a range of areas of mutual interest spanning bilateral, regional and
multilateral fields.

 

*****

AKT/BK/MS/RK

 

(Release ID: 1568555) Visitor Counter : 594

Read this release in: Urdu

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-14

CHINA PLACES HOLD ON LISTING AZHAR AT UNSC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Remarks to the press by the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson on Monday had cast some
doubt on whether China would let the process conclude or place a “technical hold” on it — as it
has done several times in the past.

The U.S. said on Tuesday that if China blocked the listing, it would run counter to the countries’
goals.

“I would say that the U.S. and China share a mutual interest in achieving regional stability and
peace, and that a failure to designate Azhar would run counter to this goal,” Mr. Palladino said.

Mr. Palladino’s comments come during Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale’s visit to Washington.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lu Kang said China wanted a closure of the
Azhar issue based on consensus, achieved through dialogue. “I want to say that China always
adopts a responsible attitude, engage in consultations with various parties and properly deal
with this issue,” Mr. Lu said.

( With inputs from Atul Aneja in Beijing )
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-14

‘WE WANT ALL NATIONS TO STOP BUYING IRAN OIL’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The U.S. has not ended the exemption to sanctions for purchases of Iranian oil, received by
India and seven other countries last November when sanctions came into effect, following the
U.S’s withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) or the “Iran Deal”.

This was conveyed in an email to The Hindu by a State Department spokesperson. The
exemptions were initially meant to last six months and therefore due to expire in March.

“Our policy goal remains to get all countries to stop purchasing Iranian crude as quickly as
possible. The U.S. granted significant reduction exemptions (SRE) to China, India, Italy, Greece,
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Turkey in November 2018,” the statement said.

“Each of those jurisdictions had already demonstrated significant reductions of the purchase of
Iranian crude over the past six months, and indeed two of those eight already completely ended
imports of Iranian crude and will not resume as long as the sanctions regime remains in place.
We continue working with the remaining SRE recipients to end imports of Iranian crude.”

It is expected that the exemptions are part of the discussions Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale is
having in Washington. Mr. Gokhale met with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Monday as
well as members of Congress. He also met Undersecretary David Hale on Tuesday.

Mr. Gokhale and Mr. Hale reviewed the progress made since the 2+2 Ministerial that was held in
New Delhi last September, reaffirmed their cooperation towards achieving their joint goals in the
Indo-Pacific region, discussed cross-border terrorism, Iran, North Korea, Venezuela and
Afghanistan, according to official statements.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-14

INDIA GETS FIRST TIR SHIPMENT VIA CHABAHAR
PORT FROM AFGHANISTAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

The first shipment under the United Nations ‘Transports Internationaux Routiers’ (TIR)
convention arrived in India from Afghanistan through Iran’s Chabahar Port.

The consignments arrived at port of Nhava Sheva, Mumbai and Mundra on Wednesday, officials
said.

Welcoming the arrival of the maiden shipment, Pranab Kumar Das, Chairman, Central Board of
Indirect Taxes & Customs (CBIC), Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, said the TIR
convention will help in fast and easy movement of goods across multiple countries under a
common customs document and guarantee.

TIR Carnets

India had joined the TIR Convention (the United Nations Customs Convention on International
Transport of Goods under cover of TIR Carnets) on June 15, 2017.

The convention allows goods to be outlined in a TIR carnet and sealed in load compartments.

Customs officials verify the carnet and check the seals, with no need for physical checking of the
contents, enabling shipments to pass through countries without being opened at borders.

“Reciprocal recognition of customs controls is at the heart of the Convention. This enables a
facilitative and non-intrusive environment for multi-modal transport of goods through several
countries,” Mr. Das said.

He said the convention will help boost India’s exports and enable greater participation in the
global value chains.

Dilip Chenoy, Secretary General, FICCI, said, “TIR will play a pivotal role in improving ease of
doing business and pave the way for smoother and safer transport of goods across international
borders and will help boost trade between India, Central Asia, Europe and Russia.”

Strong catalyst

“It will act as a strong catalyst for moving goods using the multi-modal transportation route like
Chabahar and International North-South Transport (INSTC) Corridor. The system is a win-win-
win model for Customs, FICCI and the business community,” he added.

“The opening of Chabahar Port for TIR is hugely significant — offering connectivity for
landlocked countries, seamless border crossing facilitation and intermodal capabilities,” said
Umberto Pretto, IRU Secretary General.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-14

DOWN, BUT DEFINITELY NOT OUT: ON FUTURE OF
THE ISLAMIC STATE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

As the fight against the dreaded terrorist group, the Islamic State (IS) is drawing to a close,
issues such as the future of terrorism in West Asia and beyond and concerns about the human
rights of those who had been wittingly or unwittingly drawn into the vortex of such movements
offer food for thought.

Credible reports point to the IS nearing extinction. What was once described as a formidable
‘Caliphate’ of enormous wealth and with huge potential for expansion is now just a dot on the
soil of Syria and Iraq. Ever since it lost control last year over two major cities, Raqqa (Syria) and
Mosul (Iraq), it has lost its sheen. For once the U.S.’s strategy of forming a coalition of forces,
styled the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), seemed to have paid off. Added to this was the
master stroke of drawing substantially on the talent of determined and dedicated Kurdish
fighters.

Final showdown: on IS

A small number of hardened IS men is likely to be still hiding in the Baghouz area of Syria to
offer a semblance of resistance. The SDF has taken its own time to wind up the operations
there, with a view to ensuring the orderly evacuation of civilians holed up and awaiting their
rescue from the IS’s clutches. Reports are that the nearest safe sanctuary for refugees, at al-Hol
in northeast Syria, is now more than 60,000 strong, with women and children constituting the
majority.

The temptation, however, to dismiss the IS as one of those upstarts which make an appearance
once in a while in modern history and offer no lessons for the future has to be resisted. This is
because the pull internationally for the IS was undeniably greater than for al-Qaeda. It projected
a tighter hierarchy and structure, though in a smaller geography, and drew thousands of
volunteers from different nations. The impact of this assembly of men and women, at times
across religions, was lethal beyond belief. This model of organising people solely to unleash
terror after acquiring formidable human and material resources — oil and government treasuries
in the IS’s case — could be expected to inspire all those playing the card of Islamic extremism.

However powerful the message of violence and savagery that the IS sent during the past few
years may be, there are facets of individual tragedy intertwined with the sordid movement that
cannot be lost sight of. For example, the story of Shamima Begum, a British-born teenager
who in 2015 fled with two friends to join the IS, stands out here for its uniqueness and excessive
human misery.

Begum, 19, was in the news recently. Of the other two, one died in a bombing of Raqqa city,
while there is little information on the third. Of Bangladeshi parentage, Begum was stripped of
her British citizenship last year because of her IS links. In the past few months she had
expressed her desire to return to her home country, obviously after being disillusioned with the
IS, and mainly to seek medical treatment for a child who was ailing but subsequently passed
away. Begum, who is “married” to a Dutch IS fighter, has said that she lost two other children.
The Dutch fighter, 27, is now under detention in a neighbouring prisoner camp.
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The U.K. Home Secretary, who said Begum had been denied permission to re-enter the country,
has been criticised for his alleged disregard of the human rights of a young British mother now in
distress. The ruling against her being let back into the U.K. highlights the modern dilemma of
how exactly to blend compassion with the need to combat terror relentlessly in parts of the
globe. There is the charge that the U.K. Foreign Office did not act fast enough to rescue the
child, who was entitled to U.K. citizenship. In its defence, the Foreign Office is said to have taken
the stand that there were too many risks involved in sending a team to Syria for this purpose.

Begum is one of several IS followers in Syria and Iraq who are anxious to return to their
respective home countries, but cannot do so because of the hard stance of their governments
against their repatriation. These governments, mostly in Europe and nations with a Muslim
minority, such as Germany, France and Belgium, believe that there is no place for mercy for
their citizens who left their homes consciously in order to join terror organisations. This
uncompromising stand seems cruel against the backdrop of credible accounts of IS women
volunteers being subjected to slavery and sexual abuse.

In the final analysis, the IS saga provides a case study of how the draw of terrorist ideology can
gain strength, expand and then evaporate at equally fast speed. We know that extremism of any
kind — including Naxalism in India — is a magnet for some young minds. The heady cocktail of
a spirit of adventure and frustrations early on in life is what spurs youngsters such as Begum,
and no amount of censorship or counselling, either online or in forums such as places of
worship, can wean them away. Equally true is a case of swift disenchantment.

It is too soon to conclude that the IS is past history. Governments are quite conscious of the
gaps in their border control measures which have enabled some IS cadres to sneak back into
their home countries. This is analogous to what happened soon after the decline of al-Qaeda
following Osama bin Laden’s death. The infiltration, even if it is a trickle, could be extremely
dangerous if one considers the insidious nature of the sleeper cells of many terror groups which
remain undetected for several years but come to notice only after their involvement in deadly
operations, examples being the 9/11 (New York City in 2001) and 26/11 (Mumbai in 2008)
attacks. Significantly, the Iraqi President, Barham Salih, went on record a few days ago to say
that although the ‘Caliphate’ has been eliminated, there are sleeper cells and extremist groups
on the Syrian border which needed to be taken care of.

The presence, however, of sleeper cells alone may not be sufficient for terror groups to gain
ground. Experience in West Asia is that an unstable internal security situation contributes greatly
to the growth of terrorism. A civil war such as the one in Yemen is conducive for even a small
group to showcase its philosophy. Afghanistan is another example of a disturbed scenario that
lends fodder to groups such as the Taliban. Pakistan is in the same boat, with the active
assistance of its own variant of the Taliban and organisations such as the Jaish-e-Mohammad
and the Lashkar e-Taiba.

It is this scenario that cautions against any optimism with regard to the IS and its future. That
organisation, in its present format, may not rear its head in the future. But its followers who have
exited Iraq and Syria can find ready acceptance elsewhere. This is a real challenge to
intelligence apparatuses the world over.

R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI Director. The views expressed are personal
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INDIA’S GRAND STRATEGY ON PAKISTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

When a society’s patience wears thin, one of two things typically happen. Either its leaders
embark on a bold new direction, or they spin a story for their domestic audience and carry on as
before. What the Modi government has undertaken recently, in response to Pakistan’s relentless
proxy war, defies a neat description. It is true that an impending national election provided
abundant motives to make political capital through publicised air strikes. There is little doubt on
that score, and many have called upon the government to resist from brazen use of the ‘national
security’ card in mobilising public opinion.

Nevertheless, the willingness to take the fight to the Pakistani heartland and cultivate a measure
of uncertainty is a clear departure from the policy of strategic restraint. Regardless of the specific
tactical outcomes from India’s air strike — whether it was intended as a warning shot to
demonstrate “capacity and will” or whether it sought to degrade high-value targets — the signal
to Pakistan and its benefactors was unambiguous: India could respond to a major Pakistani-
linked terror attack in ways that would undermine the costless proxy war that Pakistan has
waged since 1989. And, even if the main impetus for this shift in strategy was domestic politics
in India, the geostrategic consequences will outlast this phase.

What has India got from the air strikes? We can point to three gains. The idea that India has a
right to pre-emptive self-defence — a right that so far has been the exclusive privilege of the
Western powers — has been legitimised by the reaction and behaviour of the great powers
during the crisis. The External Affairs Ministry’s February 26 statement spelled out the Indian
case as a “non-military pre-emptive action” to make it consistent with the norms that have been
guiding other major states in their counter-terrorism policies. The idea that the Pakistan army
and its intelligence services could wage a costless proxy war against Indian military targets in
Kashmir has also been challenged. By signalling that India has the ability to strike at specifically
those targets that are intended to inflict casualties on Indian security forces instead of waiting to
confront these proxies on Indian soil, it has created a measure of uncertainty in the minds of
Pakistani planners. In strategic vocabulary, this would be described as active defence —
passive defence being when you fight on terms set by your adversary. While total deterrence is
unrealistic, Delhi has made the other side conscious that its actions could produce unpredictable
consequences. Ambiguity about future Indian responses to state-sponsored terror, it is
envisaged, will persuade Pakistan to tread more carefully. Finally, by raising the stakes in a
long-standing proxy war, Delhi has brought Pakistan’s patrons to consider more responsible and
active roles in persuading it to restrain its destabilising behaviour. Changing perceptions of third
parties is directly linked to India’s resolve to adapt its posture of strategic restraint.

The next challenge before Indian security planners is to incorporate this approach as part of a
grand strategy. What could be its principal elements? What goals should India seek? Should it
focus solely on Pakistan’s external behaviour, or more logically also keep an eye on its internal
structure as part of a long-range effort to re-orient domestic incentives inside Pakistan? How can
other pieces of the geopolitical puzzle in terms of Pakistan’s international allies and partners,
specifically the U.S. and China, be rejigged closer to India’s aims and interests? Finally, what
measures could India take to formulate an enlightened approach towards J&K that can straddle
the trifecta of security, economic development, and governance?

The military counterpart of an Indian grand strategy would involve a more robust internal security
framework, including the introduction of more advanced counter-terror capabilities and doctrines
that seek to substantially minimise Indian military casualties in Kashmir (since 2008, 740
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security forces personnel have lost their lives), patiently building covert proxy capabilities that
impose reciprocal costs on Pakistani security institutions, and a more sophisticated conventional
military posture that can offer the political leadership a variety of highly limited and targeted
options to degrade the flow of terrorist networks while also presenting the Pakistan army with a
costly choice to escalate to a bigger conventional clash. There is nothing unusual or provocative
in this approach.

There is a geopolitical counterpart to an Indian strategy too. It must be recognised that although
Pakistan cannot be isolated, its patrons and allies, many of whom seek to develop deeper ties
with India, can be persuaded in their own interests to influence Pakistani behaviour. We are
already seeing evidence of this. In remarkably similar ways, China, the U.S. and Saudi Arabia
are nudging Pakistan to rein in its destabilising behaviour. Notice China’s Foreign Minister Wang
Yi’s remarks after the Russia-India-China Foreign Ministers’ meeting in late February: “We
agreed to jointly combat all forms of terrorism… Especially important is to eradicate the breeding
grounds of terrorism and extremism.” While their reasons might be selfish, vigilant third parties
can work to India’s advantage. But nobody is going to help a country that sits on its hands.

Unless India conceives a broader plan to alter Pakistan’s behaviour and its internal setting, it will
find it difficult to sustain international support and it would only embolden the Pakistan army to
up the ante knowing the Indian side is utterly unprepared for a serious game. India can engage
in calculated risks, avoid publicising everything it does, and yet remain receptive to engagement
with the civilian government and, more importantly, the Pakistani people, towards whom it must
exude a vision of peaceful coexistence. To evoke George F. Kennan, “The greatest danger that
can befall us in coping with this problem… is that we shall allow ourselves to become like those
with whom we are coping.”

Zorawar Daulet Singh is a fellow at the Centre for Policy Research and author of ‘Power and
Diplomacy: India’s Foreign Policies During the Cold War’
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India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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CHINA SWEARS BY CONSENSUS ON AZHAR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Hours after blocking a UN ban on Masood Azhar, China made it plain that it would consider
shifting its position on designating the head of the Jaish-e-Mohammed as an international
terrorist only after reaching a consensus between Beijing, New Delhi and Islamabad.

Responding to a question, Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Lu Kang signalled that Beijing
was ready to back a triangular formula that would involve Pakistan on designating Azhar as a
global terrorist in the UN Security Council’s 1267 committee. “I said earlier that only a solution
that is acceptable to all sides could be fundamentally providing a chance of lasting solution,” he
said.

The spokesperson said there would be no lag in diplomatic efforts to get all three countries on
board.

“China is ready to communicate and coordinate with all sides including India to properly handle
this issue,” he observed.

Mr. Lu’s remarks follow Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s assertion on
Friday stating Beijing’s intent to engage in “mediation efforts” to lower tensions between India
and Pakistan, following the February 14 Pulwama suicide bombing, in which 40 CRPF personnel
were killed.

Subsequently, Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Kong Xuanyou visited Islamabad to discuss Indo-
Pak tensions, which escalated following India’s air strike on JeM’s Balakot training camp on
February 26.

“China will continue to adopt a constructive and responsible attitude and communicate and
coordinate with all sides relevant to properly handle this issue, “Mr. Lu observed.

Needs more time

The Chinese Foreign Ministry said Beijing decided to place a “technical hold” on Azhar’s
designation at the 1267 committee on Wednesday, as it needed more time for deliberations on
this issue. “The UNSC 1267 committee has clear standards and procedures for designating
terrorist organisations and individuals. China conducts thorough and in- depth assessment of
this application, and we still need time. That is why we put forward the technical hold,” Mr. Lu
said.

He added: “This is in line with the rules of the committee and China sincerely hopes that relevant
action taken by this committee will help relevant countries to engage in dialogue and
consultation and prevent adding more complicated factors into regional peace and stability.”

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here

or Please remove the Ad Blocker



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-15

INDIA WANTS VISA-FREE TRAVEL TO KARTARPUR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The shrine of Guru Nanak Dev in Kartarpur.AP  

India has urged Pakistan to grant visa-free travel rights to Indian pilgrims visiting the Kartarpur
shrine. The proposal was part of the Indian agenda at Thursday’s meeting between delegations
from both countries at Attari where the draft agreement for the Kartarpur Corridor was
discussed. A joint statement issued after the meeting said the delegations held detailed and
constructive discussions on the proposed agreement and agreed to work towards expeditiously
operationalising the corridor.

“We emphasised that the access be visa-free and the provision apply to Indians as well as
people of Indian origin,” S.C.L. Das, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, said at a press
briefing after the meeting.

The Indian delegation also insisted that the shrine be kept open throughout the year and sought
assurance that access for at least 5,000 pilgrims on any day throughout the week be provided.
Infrastructure to enable 10,000 more pilgrims on ‘surge’ days like Baisakhi and other important
festivals, is also being made ready by India.

“The talks held today were part of our ongoing endeavour to realise this long-awaited aspiration
of India pilgrims for smooth and easy access to Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib,” Mr. Das said.

“Both sides also held expert level discussions between the technical experts on the alignment
and other details of the proposed corridor,” said the statement. The Hindu had earlier reported
about a ‘mismatch’ between the proposed alignments of Indian and Pakistani plans for the
infrastructure.

Sources had earlier informed that India was concerned about the security aspect of the project
because of reports of activities by pro-Khalistan elements on the Pakistani side

The joint press statement added that the two sides had agreed to hold the next meeting at
Wagah on April 2, 2019. “This will be preceded by a meeting of the technical experts on March
19, 2019 at the proposed zero points to finalise the alignment,” it said.
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CHINA’S BLOCK: ON NOT LISTING AZHAR AS GLOBAL
TERRORIST

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

China’s decision to block the listing of Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar as a
global terrorist at the UN Security Council is both a setback to India’s post-Pulwama diplomatic
strategy and a reality check on ties with China at present. After the February 14 attack, claimed
by the JeM, the government had made the listing of Azhar a focus in its diplomatic efforts. It
reached out to several governments, and shared a dossier on Azhar with each member of the
Security Council, who are all members of the 1267 ISIL and al-Qaeda sanctions committee. A
special effort was made with Beijing, which has blocked the Azhar listing in the past, including
just after the 2008 Mumbai attacks. From 2016 to 2018, India’s proposals to list Azhar, with
evidence of JeM involvement in the Pathankot airbase attack, were also foiled by China, which
placed holds on the listing, and then vetoed it. The vetoes came despite the fact that the JeM is
banned, and in the UNSC listing it is noted that Azhar, as its leader and founder, accepted funds
from Osama bin Laden. China, as the one country that has refused to allow Azhar’s name on the
list, is well aware of the evidence against him, but is not ready to withdraw its objections. It is
clear that despite India-China relations improving after the Wuhan summit in April 2018, China is
unwilling to align itself with India on its concerns on cross-border terrorism emanating from
Pakistan.

Analysis | To pursue or abandon? India’s options after yet another China blow on Azhar listing
as global terrorist

China’s stand is regrettable and condemnable, and it has been consistent on this issue. New
Delhi must now consider whether it wishes to accept this as a fait accompli, or confront Beijing
to try to persuade it to change its stand by means of incentives or coercion. This is a challenge,
as any kind of concerted international pressure from the Western countries in this regard has in
the past only served to be counterproductive. It is also unlikely that the suggestions being
offered by some political groups, of cutting imports from China and other punitive actions, will
yield much. The government may be more successful if it identifies the incentives it can offer
China in the next few months to review its position. While some of those incentives would be
bilateral, the Chinese spokesperson’s hint that dialogue between New Delhi and Islamabad, and
even possible “triangular” talks including Beijing, is indicative of China’s thinking. The
government must also not lose sight of the bigger picture: that the UNSC cannot enforce its own
listings, and other leaders who have been sanctioned in the past remain free and
unencumbered. While listing Azhar at the UNSC is an unfinished task, the larger issue remains:
to ensure that Pakistan takes substantive action against Azhar, the JeM and other terror groups
that are threatening India. China, with its economic and strategic leverage with Pakistan, may be
better-placed to help in this matter.

 

Please enter a valid email address.

A viable financial mechanism must be evolved to remove pollutants in power plants

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

or Please remove the Ad Blocker

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-15

AFTER CHINA’S VETO
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The technical hold by China on a proposal to list Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar under
United Nations Security Council resolution 1267 was not entirely unexpected. The proposal, first
moved by France, found as many as 13 co-sponsors in the Security Council. Aside from the US
and UK among the other permanent members of the Security Council, 10 non-permanent and
non-member countries joined the proposal as co-sponsors.

Going by Beijing’s muted reaction to the “counter-terrorist” air-strike by India in Balakot inside
Pakistan, Delhi nursed a small hope that China might finally be ready to co-operate in Masood’s
designation by the Da’esh and Al Qaeda Sanctions Committee of the Security Council. In a last
minute bid to persuade China against blocking the proposal, the US put out a statement saying
that failure to designate Masood would go against the “shared goal” of regional stability and
peace.

The Chinese statement that a solution “acceptable to all” had to be found was a definite
indication that Beijing was not on board. This is the fourth time China has used the “technical
hold” to block Azhar’s listing. Clearly, this act of kindness to Azhar by Beijing, despite its own oft-
stated position against terrorism, means that it believes its own interests are better served by
staying out of an international alliance against Pakistan.

This episode is not the end of the matter for India. The listing definitely would have been a
diplomatic victory, but the unsuccessful effort does not mean that Masood Azhar is not a terrorist
in the eyes of the world. In fact, just the opposite, as seen from the number of countries that
supported the proposal. Each of those non-permanent members is a representative of its region
in the Security Council. No one doubts that the JeM is headquartered in Pakistan, and that
Azhar is based there too. India has succeeded in making clear both the JeM’s role in the
February 14 Kashmir bombing, and its own intention of not holding back on exercising a military
option against terrorist groups based inside Pakistan.

The proposal, too, will remain under active consideration of the Security Council for the next 12
months. But while India should keep up efforts for Azhar’s listing, it would be unwise to invest
too much diplomatic capital on this alone. For one, it runs the risk of reducing India’s
multifaceted relationship with China to one issue, which is hardly the way in which two
civilisational powers should be doing business. For another, the benefits of listing are hardly
clear — especially India-focussed terrorists based in Pakistan — going by how Hafiz Saeed,
leader of Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jamaat-ud-Dawa, has flourished in the 10 years since he was put
on the list. It would be better, instead, to keep up diplomatic pressure on Pakistan to give up its
“strategic assets” in a range of other ways, including through the Financial Action Task Force.
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INDIA NEEDS BARGAINING OPTIONS TO DEAL WITH
CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

China has once again decided to put a technical hold on the listing of Masood Azhar as a global
terrorist under United Nations Resolution 1267. Azhar Masood, as is well known, is the chief of
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM), the group responsible for a number of terrorist attacks against India,
including the one in Pulwama on February 14. The proposal to list Azhar was initiated by France
and backed by the US and the UK among other members of the Security Council. What are the
lessons for India from this incident?

First, one should be clear that the listing process is a symbolic move. The JeM is already a
proscribed organisation and that hasn’t stopped it from launching dastardly terrorist attacks on
Indian soil. The Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) chief, Hafiz Saeed, too, features in the United Nations
sanctions list. However, he continues to enjoy all kinds of freedom in Pakistan and has even
floated a political party that contested the 2018 national elections. The listing, therefore, itself
wouldn’t have achieved a great deal.

Second, China responds to incentives. At the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) summit in
February 2018, it agreed to grey listing of Pakistan in return of being offered a vice-presidency of
the inter-governmental body. India obviously did not have an equivalent offer to make in
exchange for Azhar’s listing. New Delhi needs to find a range of bargaining options with China in
the future. The options could be economic (access to Indian markets, tenders, etc.) as well as
political (affecting Tibet, Taiwan and Xinjiang).

Third, India needs to realise the limits of its relationship with China. The informal summit in
Wuhan in April 2018 was aimed at the two leaders — Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping — understanding each other’s concerns. Either our concerns about
Pakistan-backed terrorism weren’t clearly communicated to him or Mr Xi simply chose to ignore
them. In either case, the Wuhan exercise seems to have failed. Not just Pakistan-backed
terrorism, China has not yielded ground on anything else (from trade imbalance to India’s
membership in the Nuclear Suppliers Group). At a time when China was facing economic
pressure from the US in the form of a tariffs war, North Korea was increasingly moving out of
Beijing’s shadow and Australia was making noises about China’s interference in its domestic
politics, the Wuhan summit only helped remove the pressure on Beijing from one front
altogether. India needs to add a dose of reality to its China relationship.
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INDO-OMAN JOINT EX AL NAGAH 2019
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

Ministry of Defence

INDO-OMAN Joint Ex Al Nagah 2019

Posted On: 13 MAR 2019 6:47PM by PIB Delhi

          Indo Oman Joint Exercise Al Nagah III 2019, a joint military exercise between
Indian and Royal Army of Oman (RAO), commenced this morning at HQ Jabel
Regiment, Nizwa, Oman with a brief but impressive opening ceremony that saw the
unfurling of the national flags of both countries with Omani and Indian soldiers
standing side by side signifying the growing cooperation, synergy and understanding
between both the countries.

          The Omani contingent was represented by Jabel Regiment of the RAO while
the Indian side was represented by troops of Tenth Battalion The Garhwal Rifles
Regiment. Lt Col Muhammed Al Saidi, Second - in- Command, Jabel Regiment
welcomed the Indian soldiers, and in his inaugural remarks highlighted the common
shared beliefs of freedom, equality and justice that are precious to both nations. The
magnificent opening ceremony conducted today started with briefing on Army
Organization and Country Presentation by both countries.

          The Indian Army and RAO contingents have been specifically selected for the
exercise based on expertise and professional competence and will take part in the
two-week-long event that will see them hone their tactical and technical skills in joint
counter insurgency and counter terrorist operations in semi-urban scenario in
mountainous terrain under UN mandate. Due emphasis will be laid on increasing
interoperability between forces from both countries which is crucial for success of any
joint operation.  Both sides will jointly train, plan and execute a series of well-
developed tactical drills for neutralization of likely threats that may be encountered in
such a scenario. Experts from both sides will also hold detailed discussions to share
their experience on varied topics for mutual benefit. Ex Al Nagah 2019 will contribute
immensely in developing mutual understanding and respect for each other’s military
as also facilitate in tackling the worldwide phenomenon of terrorism.

 

 

Lt Col Mohit Vaishnava

for PRO (Army)
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U.S., FRANCE AND U.K. IN TALKS WITH CHINA ON
AZHAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The U.S. and two other permanent Security Council members — France and Britain — are
believed to be in intense good faith discussions with China to arrive at a compromise on the UN
designation of Pakistan-based JeM chief Masood Azhar as a global terrorist.

On Wednesday, China blocked, for the fourth consecutive time, a resolution at the UN Security
Council Committee on designating Azhar as a global terrorist.

While the internal consultations of the Security Council committee remain private, this time
several Council members, frustrated at China’s unreasonable stance to protect a terrorist,
privately spoke to the media on the negative role being played by Beijing.

“If China continues to block this designation, responsible member-states may be forced to
pursue other actions at the Security Council. It shouldn’t have to come to that,” a Security
Council diplomat told PTI on Wednesday, in a tough warning to Beijing.

It is learnt that China has been informed by these countries that they are seriously looking at
other options, in particular an open debate followed by a vote on a resolution to designate Azhar
as a global terrorist.
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INDIA, MALDIVES AGREE TO COOPERATE ON
DEFENCE, DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj with her Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid in Male
on Sunday.PTI  

India and the Maldives on Sunday discussed measures to strengthen ties and agreed to
collaborate in the fields of defence, development cooperation, capacity building and health as
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj held talks with the country’s top leadership, including
her Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid.

Ms. Swaraj arrived here on Sunday on a two-day visit, the first full-fledged bilateral trip from
India to the island nation after the government of President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih came to
power in November last year. Ms. Swaraj and Maldivian Foreign Minister Shahid reviewed
progress on important bilateral issues, including implementation of agreed outcomes of
President Solih’s visit to India last year, External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Raveesh Kumar
tweeted.

Ms. Swaraj also called on the Speaker of the Parliament of Maldives, Qasim Ibrahim, and
reiterated India’s commitment to supporting the country in its path of peace, development,
prosperity and democracy.

She unveiled a plaque dedicating the renovated IGM Hospital to the people of Maldives in the
city of Male. IGMH is the first and largest government health-care facility in the Maldives, built
with Indian assistance.

Ms. Swaraj will call on President Solih on Monday.
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INDIA REACHES OUT TO MOZAMBIQUE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Helping hand:Navy officials unloading relief material from INS Sujata at Port Beira in
Mozambique.Special Arrangement  

The Indian Navy had launched a Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operation
in coordination with local officials to evacuate about 5,000 people stranded at Buzi near Port
Beira in Mozambique, a Navy officer said on Tuesday.

The African nation has been devastated by tropical cyclone Idai.

Act as anchor

“Large fishing boats provided by Mozambique acted as anchor midway across the channel.
Rigid-Hulled Inflatable Boat (RHIB) and Gemini boats on our ships will transport personnel from
shore to the fishing boats to be transported to the Beira side,” a defence official said, giving
details of the operation.

The smaller RHIB and Gemini boats were employed as the Navy ships and local fishing boats
could not enter the channel due to depth restrictions. Helicopter operations were also planned to
assist the rescue efforts.

“Ships of First Training squadron of Indian Navy, Sujata, Sarathi and Shardul, operating in
Southern Indian Ocean were diverted to Port Beira in Mozambique based on the request of the
Government of Mozambique,” the Navy officer said. Navy ships provided food, clothes, medicine
and potable water to the affected people. The ships also have three medical practitioners and
five nurses to provide immediate medical help. The helicopter on INS Shardul is operating from
the local airport for recce and search and rescue, the Navy officer said.
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CURTAIN RAISER: INDO-SRI LANKA JOINT EXERCISE
MITRA SHAKTI-VI

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Ministry of Defence

Curtain Raiser: Indo-Sri Lanka joint Exercise Mitra shakti-VI

Posted On: 19 MAR 2019 4:06PM by PIB Delhi

Exercise MITRA SHAKTI is conducted annually as part of military diplomacy and interaction
between armies of India & Sri Lanka. The joint exercise for the year 2018-19 will be conducted
from 26 March to 08 April 2019 in Sri Lanka. Troops from 1st Battalion the BIHAR Regiment of
the Indian Army and Gemunu Watch Battalion of Sri Lankan Army would be jointly undertaking
the exercise.

 

The aim of the exercise is to build and promote close relations between armies of both the
countries and to enhance ability of joint exercise commander to take military contingents of both
nations under command. The exercise will involve tactical level operations in an international
Counter Insurgency and Counter Terrorist environment under United Nations mandate. Exercise
MITRA SHAKTI-VI will go a long way in further cementing relationship between both the nations
and will act as a catalyst in bringing synergy and cooperation at grassroots levels between both
the armies.

 

 

Lt Col Mohit Vaishnava

for PRO (Army)
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TO MALE, WITH CARE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Ever since the general elections in the Maldives last September, Delhi’s political position has
begun to rapidly improve in the island republic. Prime Minister Narendra Modi was an honoured
guest at the swearing-in of the new prime minister, Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, in November. Now,
the external affairs minister, Sushma Swaraj, has returned from what appears to be a productive
visit to Male. On his part, the foreign minister of Maldives, Abdulla Shahid, reiterated the new
government’s commitment to the “India First” policy. He also promised that Male “would remain
sensitive towards India’s security and strategic concerns”.

Shahid and Swaraj also agreed that India and the Maldives would step up coordination to
enhance regional maritime security. The context of these affirmations is the comprehensive tilt
towards China by Solih’s predecessor, Abdulla Yameen, during 2013-18. As China embraced
Yameen, there was speculation that the Maldives was slipping into Beijing’s strategic orbit.

As Solih renews Male’s traditional political warmth to Delhi, India can’t afford to return to its
complacent ways. For one, Delhi should be acutely aware that China is here to stay in the South
Asian waters. China’s impressive economic muscle, ability to deliver on massive infrastructure
projects on short order, and a clear determination to raise its naval profile in the Indian Ocean,
make Beijing a formidable rival in the Maldives. The present government in Colombo came to
power in early 2015 on a platform critical of Mahinda Rajapaksa’s sweetheart infrastructure
deals with China. It did not take long for Colombo to extend some of the very same projects on
more favourable terms to China.

If Beijing could leverage its debt diplomacy and political pressure to make the new rulers in
Colombo fall in line, it could do the same in Male. Swaraj’s visit did not see the announcement of
any major Indian projects. Nor is it clear if India’s limited budgetary support would be enough to
overcome Male’s current challenges. Delhi must never forget to see Male’s proclamations on
“putting India first” in the domestic context of the Maldives. The political elite of tiny Maldives is
fractious and the structures regulating competition are fragile. All of the factions are acutely
aware of the geopolitical value of the Maldives in the Indian Ocean. In their competition for
wealth and power, different factions are ready to mobilise support from the major powers and
play one against the other. It is up to the next government in Delhi to devise a long term strategy
that builds on India’s geographic proximity to the Maldives, the imperatives of economic
integration, the logic of mutually beneficial security cooperation and the commitment to
sustained tending of bilateral relations.
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INDIAN NAVY - FIRST RESPONDER TO CYCLONE 'IDAI'
IN MOZAMBIQUE 19 MAR 19

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Ministry of Defence

Indian Navy - first Responder to Cyclone 'IDAI' in
Mozambique 19 Mar 19

Posted On: 20 MAR 2019 9:56AM by PIB Delhi

The ships of First Training Squadron of Indian Navy (Sujata, Sarathi and Shardul)
operating in the Southern Indian Ocean were diverted to Port Beira, Mozambique
based on request received from the Government of Mozambique to provide
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) to the local population post the
devastation caused by cyclone 'IDAI' which struck the coast of Mozambique on 15
Mar 19. INS Sujata along with ICGS Sarathi arrived at Port Beira morning of 18 Mar
19 whilst INS Shardul arrived on 19 Mar 19 and are providing necessary support to
the local administration.  Upon arrival at the port, the IN ships shifted from anchorage
and berthed alongside taking advantage of the tide and commenced liaison work with
local authorities immediately.

            Cyclone 'IDAI' made landfall at Beira, Mozambique in early hours of 15 Mar
19 causing widespread damage and loss of human life in the Central and Northern
provinces of the country. Preliminary inputs indicate that city of Beira faced the
maximum devastation with large scale damage to infrastructure. There are also
reports of about 5000 personnel marooned at Buzi near Port Beira requiring
immediate evacuation. The safe evacuation of the affected personnel by IN ships is
being coordinated in consultation with local authorities. The disembarkation of HADR
stores including food, medicines and clothing to the Mozambique Defence authorities
has been completed. Arrangements are in progress to disembark potable water.

                        The Hon'ble Defence Minister of Mozambique visited IN ships to
oversee the relief efforts. The Senior Officer of First Training Squadron, Capt Varun
Singh, NM embarked onboard IN Ship Sujata has indicated to the Mozambique Navy
that no effort would be spared by the IN ships in providing HADR/ SAR effort. The
helicopter from IN Ship Shardul is operating from the local airport for reccee and
SAR. The boats, Landing Craft Assault and Gemini rubberised craft with divers would
be used to render assistance for evacuation of marooned personnel.

            The IN ships are likely to setup medical camps and provide food, water,
blankets and other necessary relief items, as required by the local authorities. The
situation is being monitored closely and the Indian Navy is prepared to render all
necessary assistance to the local population in Mozambique.
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33RD EDITION OF INDIA-INDONESIA COORDINATED
PATROL (IND-INDO CORPAT) COMMENCES AT PORT
BLAIR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Ministry of Defence

33rd Edition of India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (Ind-Indo
Corpat) Commences at Port Blair

Posted On: 19 MAR 2019 6:53PM by PIB Delhi

Indonesian Naval Ship KRI Sultan Thaha Syaifuddin and Maritime Patrol Aircraft CN-235 led by
Cmde Dafit Santoso arrived at Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, India for the Opening
Ceremony of the 33rd edition of the India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) to
be held from 19 Mar to 04 Apr 2019. His Excellarry Ambassador of Indonesia to India, Mr.
Shidharto Raza Suryodipuro is also visiting Port Blair to attend the Opening Ceremony to be
held at Port Blair from         20 - 21 Mar 19. The Indian delegation is led by the senior officer
from the Indian Navy, Commodore Ashutosh Ridhorkar, VSM Naval Component Commander,
Andaman and Nicobar Command.

The ship and aircraft from both the countries would undertake patrolling on the respective sides
of 236 nautical miles long International Maritime Boundary line. The patrolling would be
conducted in three phases from 22-31 March 2019. This will be followed by a Closing Ceremony
at Belawan, Indonesia, which is scheduled from 01-04 April 2019.

  The IND-INDO CORPAT Series of bilaterals seek to underscore India’s peaceful presence and
solidarity with friendly Maritime neighbours countries toensure good order in the maritime
domain, consolidate interoperability and strengthen existing bonds of friendship between India
and Indonesia. During the stay in Port Blair harbour, various activities such as official calls,
formal reception onboard ship, sporting fixtures between both navies, ship open to visitors and
professional interactions have been planned.           

Indian Naval assets have been increasinly deployed in the recent times to address the maritime
concerns on the region. In addition, as part of the Indian Government’s vision of SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the Region), the Indian Navy has also been involved in assisting
countries in the Indian Ocean Region with EEZ Surveillance, Search and Rescue, and other
capacity-building and capability-enhancement activities. The 33rd IND-INDO CORPAT, also
coinciding with 70 years of India-Indonesia diplomatic ties, will contribute towards the Indian
Navy’s efforts to consolidate inter-operability and forge strong bonds of friendship across the
seas.  

__________________________________________________________________________

DKS/AC                    
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-22

U.S. PUTS PAKISTAN ON NOTICE OVER TERROR
ATTACK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Asked about the steps being taken by Pakistan after the Balakot airstrike, the official said the
U.S. and the international community needed to see “irreversible and sustained” action against
the terror groups. “It’s early to make a full assessment,” the official said.

In the recent days, the official said, Pakistan had taken some “initial” actions. It had frozen the
assets of some terror groups and made some arrests. It had taken administrative control of
some of the JeM facilities. “But we clearly need to see more. We need to see irreversible action
because in thepast, what we’ve seen is they made some arrests and then a few months later,
they released these individuals. The terrorist leaders are sometimes still allowed to travel around
the country, hold rallies,” the official said.

Reiterating that the U.S. was looking for “irreversible action,” he said the U.S. was working with
its international partners to increase pressure on Pakistan.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-22

SCO OFFERS ‘MEDIATION’ IN INDIA-PAK. TALKS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The eight-nation Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on Wednesday offered to smoothen
a bilateral dialogue between India and Pakistan so that the two countries can resolve their
differences, following last month’s terror attack in Kashmir.

At his first press conference after taking over as the SCO Secretary-General, Vladimir Norov
offered “mediation,” to support direct talks between both countries. He said the SCO member-
states were ready “to offer mediation… as there is an intention [by India and Pakistan] to resolve
the differences in a bilateral format”.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-22

‘TIME TO RECOGNISE ISRAELI HOLD OVER GOLAN
HEIGHTS’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

President Donald Trump on Thursday announced that the U.S. should recognise Israeli
sovereignty over the Golan Heights, an area seized from Syria and annexed in a move never
recognised by the international community.

“After 52 years, it is time for the United States to fully recognise Israel’s Sovereignty over the
Golan Heights,” Mr. Trump tweeted. He called the territory “of critical strategic and security
importance to the State of Israel.” Mr. Trump will host Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
at the White House next Monday and Tuesday. Mr. Netanyahu, who is running for re-election,
will be in Washington for the annual conference of the powerful American Israel Public Affairs
Committee pro-Israel lobbying group.

The Golan Heights move was hinted at a week ago when the State Department changed its
usual description of the area as “occupied” to “Israeli-controlled”.

The Trump State Department has also dropped previous definitions of the Palestinian territories
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip as being “occupied” by Israel.

Israel occupied the Golan Heights, West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in the 1967
Six-Day War. It later annexed the Golan Heights and East Jerusalem in moves never recognised
by the most countries.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-22

BACK ON TRACK: ON INDIA-MALDIVES TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

India and the Maldives appeared to return to the old days of strategic bonhomie when External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj met her counterpart Abdulla Shahid in Male during a brief visit
this week. It is the first full-fledged bilateral visit at the political level from India to the Maldives
after the new government assumed office in the wake of the historic election last September.
President Ibrahim Solih assumed charge after a multi-party, pro-democracy coalition led by his
Maldivian Democratic Party was swept to power. Mr. Solih’s inauguration, which was marked by
the attendance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was assumed to be a potential inflection point
in the trajectory of bilateral ties with India. The previous five years witnessed Male’s
disconcerting drift, under the aegis of the Abdulla Yameen government, into what many
Maldivians felt was the stifling embrace of China. Chinese financing for infrastructure and
construction projects poured in even as the functioning of the political Opposition and the
judiciary was harshly curtailed. All of this flux appeared to have been washed away on
September 23, 2018 when the Maldivian electorate voted resoundingly for the coalition that
backed Mr. Solih for President.

Yet it would be unwise for New Delhi to take the Indian Ocean nation for granted. There is
indeed an opportunity for reset on numerous policies, and some of that has already happened.
In December, when Mr. Solih visited India, a $1.4 billion financial assistance package for the
Maldives was announced. While the proximity of the Indian general election may have precluded
any major policy announcements from New Delhi, the two countries have agreed to exempt
holders of diplomatic and official passports from visa requirements, inked an MoU on Indian
grant-in-aid for “high-impact community development projects”, and other agreements on energy
efficiency and renewable energy, areas critical to the agenda of Mr. Solih. At a broader level, the
archipelago and the larger Indian Ocean region could expect more collaborative approaches on
regional maritime security issues, including counterterrorism and trans-national crimes.
However, Male is still grappling with the legacy of the Yameen administration’s headlong plunge
into the orbit of Beijing. The massive debts the Maldives incurred, by some estimates to the tune
of $3 billion, linked to infrastructure investments need to be unwound. Second, the multiparty
alliance must hold firm despite immense political pressures that arise from varying visions for
governance. Some tensions already seem to be bubbling to the top: on February 25, Mohamed
Nasheed, former President and important coalition-builder in the MDP, tweeted about the
country’s Supreme Court “meddling in elections — again”. For genuine peace and bilateral
harmony to take root in the region, building a shared vision for the future of the Maldives is the
immediate task at hand.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-23

THE SHIFTING BATTLEFIELDS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer, an MP cadre IPS officer, is a PhD scholar in security studies, Princeton University.

The ongoing crisis in South Asia is a critical reminder about the alarming ability of Pakistan-
supported non-state actors to ignite a conflict between the two nuclear armed adversaries. The
risk of conflict escalation in South Asia as a result of terrorist actions such as the one in
Pulwama, is perhaps one of the most underappreciated threats to international peace and
security.

Though the situation has shown signs of de-escalation, sporadic incidents keep the security
environment volatile. The crisis is far from over — which justifies expending all the intellectual
capital in either decoding the ongoing military calculus or predicting the likely future. However, it
would be worthwhile to step back and try to understand the strategic calculus, if any, behind the
Pulwama attacks. What strategic or political benefit would Pakistan’s ISI accrue from such an
attack, knowing well that such acts can potentially result in a formidable armed reprisal by India,
further increasing Pakistan’s international isolation? Pakistan, with its fragile economic situation,
can hardly afford a full-scale conflict under present circumstances.

Similar questions were asked almost a decade ago when even the CIA and FBI documented
that the 2008 Mumbai attacks were supported and funded by serving and retired members of
ISI. Steve Coll, in his recent book, Directorate S, an authoritative account of the ISI, also poses
a similar question: “Why would ISI do it?”, knowing well that the threads of Mumbai could directly
be linked to Pakistan. Any attack by groups like Jaish-e-Mohammad and Lashkar-e-Taiba on
Indian soil is, unsurprisingly, understood by the Indian government to have been authorised by
the Pakistan spy agency. The ISI must appreciate that in any such conflict, the majority of the
world opinion would lean favourably towards the country that has borne the brunt of terrorism.
So, why would the ISI risk a confrontation with India by allowing or supporting actions like
Pulwama?

The answer may lie in a well-thought out and tested strategic calculus: A risk/risk trade off
assessment by the ISI in the event of possible US withdrawal from Afghanistan. The US
withdrawal and the end of the Taliban-led war against US forces in Afghanistan may, on the one
hand, come as a big shot in the arm for Pakistan’s status as a primary player in Afghanistan.
But, at the same time, it has the potential to rekindle jihadist violence in Pakistan, reminiscent of
the late 2000s. The return of thousands of Pakistani jihadists from Afghanistan poses a
disproportionate challenge to Pakistan’s internal security scenario.

Hence, the timing of the Pulwama attack may underscore a larger strategic gameplan by the ISI
to preempt the danger of terrorist violence returning to Pakistan. The withdrawal of the US
forces from Afghanistan will potentially rob Pakistani jihadist groups of the raison d’etre of
fighting jihad in Afghanistan. The Taliban has also promised not to host any foreign terrorist
group as a part of the impending deal, a commitment that the Taliban may initially be inclined to
keep. There is a real possibility, which the Pakistan’s security establishment fully appreciates,
that these returning jihadists may re-ignite violence not only in Pakistan’s tribal areas but also in
the urban centres. Past experience has shown that the ISI is unambiguous in realising the need
to provide an alternative battleground to these returning jihadists. Thus, shifting the theatre of
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violence away from Pakistan and back into Kashmir may not be considered an imprudent risk
trade-off. The ISI has employed a similar strategy with a fair bit of success in the past, too.

Immediately after the end of the war against the Soviets in Afghanistan, thousands of returning
Pakistani fighters posed a formidable challenge to the country’s internal security environment.
Pakistan, however, had already worked out a plan to prevent these murderous groups from
returning. The ISI was successfully able to channelise their jihadist impulses by diverting them to
a new battlefield in Kashmir, where ISI-supported Kashmiri groups had started a full-blown
insurgent movement since early-1990. This was how groups like Harkat-ul-Mujahideen and
Lashkar-e-Taiba made their way into Kashmir in the early nineties.

Similarly, in the mid-2000s, after General Pervez Musharraf joined the US-led global war on
terror, the domestic jihadist groups were incensed by what they regarded as Pakistan’s betrayal
of its jihadi brethren. Moreover, the Red Mosque incident proved to be a watershed in Pakistan’s
struggle with Islamic militancy. The siege of the mosque in 2007, which housed hundreds of
radicals, resulted in the killing of more than 100 militants and civilians by the Pakistan armed
forces. The Red Mosque narrative became a rallying cry for jihadists to mobilise thousands of
radicalised individuals against what they called the apostate Pakistani state— giving legitimacy
to groups like Tehreek e Taliban (TTP) to wage jihad against the Pakistani state. The insurgency
in Pakistan’s tribal and urban areas took a heavy toll, both in terms of civilian and military
casualties. Between 2007 and 2009, more than 5,500 people were killed in Pakistan in terrorist
violence alone.

It was under these circumstances that the ISI started planning a spectacular strike at multiple
targets in Mumbai in an attempt to shift the focus of violence away from its own territory. Coll
suggests that the ISI may have sought a perverse sort of credibility from the Mumbai assault to
prove to its own restive clients that it was not going soft. David Coleman Headley, a key planner
of the Mumbai attacks, in his testimony before a US federal court, revealed that the attacks
essentially served two critical purposes: First, it re-legitimised the ISI as an honest supporter of
jihad in the eyes of domestic jihadi groups. Second, and the most salient, it helped shift the
theatre of violence away from the domestic soil of Pakistan, into India. In Headley’s words, “ISI
seemed convinced that after Lal Masjid (Red Mosque) something needed to be done”.

As a peace deal between the Taliban and the US looks more likely on the horizon, Pakistan can
foresee the spectre of violence returning to its homeland. Even more than a decade after, the
Red Mosque episode continues to haunt Pakistan’s security establishment and inspires jihadi
movements in Pakistan. Al Qaeda and other militant groups, even today, continue to use the
storming of the mosque as a rallying cry to fight the Pakistani government and its military. The
returning jihadists from Afghanistan can potentially respond to such calls and re-ignite jihadist
violence inside Pakistan.

The recent attack by the JeM on Indian soldiers in Kashmir may very well, therefore, be seen as
a part of this strategic manoeuvre to escalate jihadist violence in Kashmir and prepare a future
battlefield for returning Pakistani fighters from Afghanistan. Such an outcome, the ISI can fully
appreciate, comes with considerable risk: Serious foreign policy implications for Pakistan. The
international community is fast losing its appetite to condone terrorist violence of any kind. But
realistically, for ISI, this may still appear to be a better risk trade-off than bearing the jihadist
brunt in its own backyard.

Pakistan, however, needs to realise that it cannot bring lasting peace on its soil by merely
exporting violence. The solution is to completely remove these threats. The key to successfully
eliminating these radical groups lies in Pakistan’s will to completely divest itself of its terror
protégés, and stop using them for short-sighted strategic advantage.
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(The writer, an MP cadre IPS officer, is a PhD scholar in security studies, Princeton
University)

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd. All Rights Reserved

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-23

AFGHANISTAN AND THE TALIBAN: NEXT STAGE IN
THE GREAT GAME

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

As international talks with the Taliban leadership gain momentum, India’s foreign policy
establishment has gone through the five stages of grief: denial, anger, bargaining, depression
and acceptance. After the initial denial that several countries, including the U.S., Russia, U.A.E.,
Qatar and Saudi Arabia, were engaging with Pakistan in order to bring senior Taliban leaders to
the table in late 2017, India protested against being cut out of the talks. It then negotiated to join
them, followed by expressions of deep misgiving over where the talks would lead. And finally
this has given way to acceptance today that the talks have not only progressed, but are being
given priority over every other process in Afghanistan.

The misgivings are well placed, and confirmed by the results of the last round of talks between
U.S. Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad and Taliban leaders in Doha (February 25-March 12). The
talks appeared to be held on the Taliban’s terms, and at a venue of its choice. Therefore, while
clear agreements have been forged on the withdrawal of foreign forces and on not allowing
Afghan soil for use by foreign terror groups, agreements on a comprehensive ceasefire and an
intra-Afghan dialogue, once considered the minimum “redlines” or starting point of engaging with
the Taliban, have now been made the last priority.

These talks have also broken the most important redline, that of being led by, or at least held
with the full backing and knowledge of, the democratically-led government in Kabul. This
became evident a few days ago. During a visit to Washington on March 14, Afghan National
Security Adviser Hamdullah Mohib lashed out at Mr. Khalilzad for “delegitimising” the Ashraf
Ghani government by carrying out talks in the dark.

Another reason for New Delhi’s disquiet is that these talks continue without acknowledging a
role for India, despite this being an expressly stated goal of Mr. Trump’s South Asia policy. This
week, Mr. Khalilzad’s conference at the U.S. State Department to discuss “international support
for the Afghan peace process, the role each party can play in bringing an end to the war, and
progress to date in peace talks” included only special envoys from Russia, China and the
European Union.

Finally, there is the uncertainty for Afghanistan’s future that these talks have wrought that
worries India. When talks with the Taliban began, the objective was to try to mainstream the
insurgents into the political process, and at least have a working ceasefire by the time
presidential elections, scheduled for April 2019, were held. The reality is far from that. The
Taliban continues to carry out terror attacks in Afghanistan even as its leadership talks with the
U.S. Despite the Ministry of External Affairs issuing a statement on the importance of holding the
presidential elections, the Afghan vote has been further postponed to September 28. This
makes Mr. Ghani’s continuance more tenuous under the constitution, which could mean an
interim government will be installed, something India has been opposed to as well.

New Delhi is worried about the prospect of chaos and civil war, akin to the scene after the
previous U.S. pullout in the early 1990s that cut India out and brought the Taliban to power in
Kabul with Pakistan’s support. Despite the restricted room for manoeuvre, however, there are
several steps New Delhi can and must take in the present scenario to ensure both its own
relevance in Afghanistan and stability in the region.
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To begin with, there is the question of talks with the Taliban, which India has thus far refused. In
the recent past, the Modi government has shown some flexibility on the issue, by sending a
“non-official” representation to the Moscow talks with the Taliban. After a visit to Delhi in January
by Mr. Khalilzad, Army Chief General Bipin Rawat even suggested that India should “jump on
the bandwagon” of engaging the Taliban.

However, direct, open talks between India and the Taliban at this point would serve little purpose
for either side. For India, it would mean casting aside a consistently held moral principle and
speaking to a non-state actor that espouses terrorism. While backchannel talks between
intelligence agencies and the Taliban have been conducted for years, recognising the Taliban as
a legitimate interlocutor for India at this point would be a betrayal of India’s values without any
visible gains. India’s policy for the past two decades is to deal with the government in Kabul, and
this will hold it in good stead if the Taliban were to eventually be a part of the government there.

The truth is, 2019 is not 1989, and much has changed inside Afghanistan as it has in the world
outside. While Afghan security forces have suffered many losses in the past year, it is unlikely
that the Taliban would today be able to overrun and hold Kabul or any other big Afghan city as it
did before. It also seems inconceivable that a “full withdrawal” of U.S. troops will include giving
up all the bases they hold at present. Given technology, social media and the progress in
education in Afghanistan since 2001 (the number of secondary graduates rose from 10,000 to
more than 300,000 in 2015), it is also unlikely that the Taliban will be able to control the hearts
and minds of Afghans if it were to revert to its brutal ways. Nor could it run policies that
endanger Indian interests in the country, given the special place India enjoys, amongst
thousands of Afghans who have studied in India, youth and women supported by Indian
development projects, and hundreds of military officers trained in the country.

Every one of the 17 presidential tickets announced also has an “India-friendly” face on it, and
India must leverage its influence across the spectrum. With presidential elections put off for the
moment, India could work with these Afghan leaders to support a ‘Grand Jirga’ that ensures that
the maximum number of representatives from across Afghanistan articulate their post-
reconciliation vision.

India is also host to a sizeable population of Afghans who live, work and study in the country,
and an outreach is important. After all, when the Vladimir Putin government brought Taliban
representatives and Afghan leaders to the table for the ‘Moscow process’, it was under the aegis
of an association of Afghans resident in Russia. It was public support for talks with the Taliban
that gave the reconciliation process legitimacy, and it is necessary that public opinion on issues
like democracy, women’s rights, education and the media also be allowed to hold sway. The
world must see Afghans as they see themselves, and not according to the often-skewed ideas
generated at conferences on Afghanistan’s future that sometimes don’t even include an Afghan
representation.

Finally, both India and Pakistan have a shared responsibility in building a dialogue over
Afghanistan post-reconciliation. It is necessary that officials on both sides find a way to sit
across the table on Afghanistan some day.

Despite all the many reasons for despondency, it is necessary that Indian strategists don’t lose
sight of the bigger picture — India’s longstanding relationship with the people of Afghanistan.
This is a relationship nurtured by every government in New Delhi, with more than $3 billion
invested by India since 2001, which has reaped manifold returns in terms of goodwill and
friendship across Afghanistan. Defeatism or a lack of ambition for the India-Afghanistan
relationship at this juncture would be much more detrimental to India’s interests than anything
the Taliban’s return to Afghanistan’s political centrestage can do.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-23

INDIAN NAVY - CONTINUES HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS
IN MOZAMBIQUE 22 MAR 19

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Ministry of Defence

Indian Navy - continues Humanitarian efforts in
Mozambique 22 Mar 19

Posted On: 22 MAR 2019 5:48PM by PIB Delhi

The ships of the First Training Squadron of the Indian Navy (Sujata, Sarathi and Shardul) are
currently  undertaking Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief  operations at Port Beira,
Mozambique since 18 Mar 19.  The ships were diverted from sea post Cyclone 'IDAI' hit the
coast of Mozambique on 15 Mar 19 causing large scale destruction and loss of lives. 

Since arrival at Port Beira, the ships have rescued more than 150 survivors from Buzi area near
Port Beira, which is cut off from the mainland. In addition two medical camps have been set up
at Port Beira and Gaura-Gaurathe Island and Medical assistance has been provided to over 800
affected people from the local population.

The Chetak helicopter of Indian Navy has undertaken a number of sorties in difficult conditions
for evacuation of local personnel in coordination with local authorities and the UN Mission. The
helo also undertook evacuation of 03 pregnant ladies, dropping of relief materiel (food and
water) including 500 Kgs provided by World Food Programme.

INS Shardul transferred 10 Tonnes of fresh water to a water bowser on jetty using submersible
pumps. About 2 Tonnes of drinking water was also provided by INS Sujata in jerry cans to the
Port authorities for relief camps.

Community services are being undertaken by the ships crew at devastated locations like
schools, churches, hospitals, orphanages in coordination with the local government officials. The
ships have setup a Community Kitchen kept open 24x7 for all local populace including the
workers at the port. A total of about 450 people have been provided hot meals.

In addition, Media Personnel from BBC, TVM Mozambique and OXFDM visited onboard our
Ships for witnessing the relief work being undertaken. The media team also visited the Medical
camp site at the Port and were briefed about the various medical aid being provided by the
ships.

The HADR operations are ongoing and the ships of the First Training Squadron of the Indian
Navy remain committed to provide all assistance to the local population till their stay in
Mozambique.
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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2019-03-23

ATTEMPTS TO SUBSUME SOUTH-SOUTH
COOPERATION IN GLOBAL AID ARCHITECTURE NOT
HELPFUL: INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

India has cautioned that attempts to "subsume" the South-South cooperation in the international
aid architecture are not helpful and do no justice to the future potential of cooperation between
developing nations.

South–South cooperation is about developing countries working together to find solutions to
common development challenges, according to the United Nations Office for South–South
Cooperation. It describes the exchange of resources, technology and knowledge between
developing countries.

India's Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin said: "More and
better South-South cooperation now is on account of the global South enjoying more rapid and
sustained economic growth. Yet, South-South cooperation retains its distinct nature and values,
as well as diversity of forms and flows. It defies easy categorisation".

The trajectory of global growth and the declining share of ODA (official development assistance)
during the last decade or so has seen attempts to subsume South-South cooperation in the
international aid architecture, he said on Thursday at the second high-level United Nations
Conference on South-South cooperation in Buenos Aires.

"Such efforts are not helpful. They do no justice to either its historical heritage or its future
potential. Let us not venture to strait jacket South-South cooperation into a format that it cannot
fit into," Akbaruddin said.

He told the conference that over the last decade, India has extended Lines of Credit of about
USD 25 billion to more than 60 countries of the South.

All projects follow universally recognised norms and do not create unsustainable debt burdens
while ensuring skill and technology transfer to help local communities maintain and sustain
assets created, the envoy said.

These projects not only cover "traditional" sectors such as infrastructure, agriculture, education,
health and rural development, but also new frontiers ranging from the "blue" economy to the
"digital" economy, Akbaruddin said.

They encompass climate action activities such as through the International Solar Alliance and
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief as is being undertaken by the Indian navy at Port
Beira in Mozambique now, he said.

"The South Asian satellite is testimony that the sky is no longer the limit when it comes to India's
efforts at South-South cooperation among like-minded countries," Akbaruddin said.

He stressed that the cardinal principle of South-South cooperation is that sharing valuable
capacities, experience and knowledge amongst developing countries can be a catalyst for
development.
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"It does not substitute or supplant but only supplements North-South cooperation," the envoy
said.

He noted that as opportunities for sharing the fruits of knowledge, technology and growth have
changed, nations are now seeking new channels of cooperation, rather than conflict; new
pathways for development, rather than destruction.

In recent years, India's development cooperation with fellow partners from the South has
expanded and formats of consolidating partnerships have broadened, including Grant
assistance, Lines of Credit, Small Development Projects, technical consultancy, disaster relief,
humanitarian assistance, educational scholarships and a range of capacity building
programmes, Akbaruddin said.

Under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme, about 13,000
training slots are provided annually to nominees from 161 countries. All Least Developed
Countries are eligible for preferential market access in India under India's 'Duty Free Tariff
Preference Scheme', he said.
Akbaruddin said that the India-UN Development Partnership Fund established in June 2017 is a
new mechanism contributing to the achievement of SDGs of fellow developing countries.

The Indian envoy also participated at a signing ceremony for UNESCO South-South
Cooperation projects, funded through the UN-India Development Fund.

"UNESCO has been quick to develop projects. This is South-South cooperation in its essence.
The first project with UNESCO is taking off and we hope there will be many more to come,"
Akbaruddin said, adding that the Government of Gambia expressed appreciation to India for the
project, saying in a tweet that "support of India and UNESCO can make a real difference in
addressing capacity gaps, saving lives".
India has cautioned that attempts to "subsume" the South-South cooperation in the international
aid architecture are not helpful and do no justice to the future potential of cooperation between
developing nations.

South–South cooperation is about developing countries working together to find solutions to
common development challenges, according to the United Nations Office for South–South
Cooperation. It describes the exchange of resources, technology and knowledge between
developing countries.

India's Permanent Representative to the UN Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin said: "More and
better South-South cooperation now is on account of the global South enjoying more rapid and
sustained economic growth. Yet, South-South cooperation retains its distinct nature and values,
as well as diversity of forms and flows. It defies easy categorisation".

The trajectory of global growth and the declining share of ODA (official development assistance)
during the last decade or so has seen attempts to subsume South-South cooperation in the
international aid architecture, he said on Thursday at the second high-level United Nations
Conference on South-South cooperation in Buenos Aires.

"Such efforts are not helpful. They do no justice to either its historical heritage or its future
potential. Let us not venture to strait jacket South-South cooperation into a format that it cannot
fit into," Akbaruddin said.

He told the conference that over the last decade, India has extended Lines of Credit of about
USD 25 billion to more than 60 countries of the South.
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All projects follow universally recognised norms and do not create unsustainable debt burdens
while ensuring skill and technology transfer to help local communities maintain and sustain
assets created, the envoy said.

These projects not only cover "traditional" sectors such as infrastructure, agriculture, education,
health and rural development, but also new frontiers ranging from the "blue" economy to the
"digital" economy, Akbaruddin said.

They encompass climate action activities such as through the International Solar Alliance and
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief as is being undertaken by the Indian navy at Port
Beira in Mozambique now, he said.

"The South Asian satellite is testimony that the sky is no longer the limit when it comes to India's
efforts at South-South cooperation among like-minded countries," Akbaruddin said.

He stressed that the cardinal principle of South-South cooperation is that sharing valuable
capacities, experience and knowledge amongst developing countries can be a catalyst for
development.

"It does not substitute or supplant but only supplements North-South cooperation," the envoy
said.

He noted that as opportunities for sharing the fruits of knowledge, technology and growth have
changed, nations are now seeking new channels of cooperation, rather than conflict; new
pathways for development, rather than destruction.

In recent years, India's development cooperation with fellow partners from the South has
expanded and formats of consolidating partnerships have broadened, including Grant
assistance, Lines of Credit, Small Development Projects, technical consultancy, disaster relief,
humanitarian assistance, educational scholarships and a range of capacity building
programmes, Akbaruddin said.

Under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme, about 13,000
training slots are provided annually to nominees from 161 countries. All Least Developed
Countries are eligible for preferential market access in India under India's 'Duty Free Tariff
Preference Scheme', he said.
Akbaruddin said that the India-UN Development Partnership Fund established in June 2017 is a
new mechanism contributing to the achievement of SDGs of fellow developing countries.

The Indian envoy also participated at a signing ceremony for UNESCO South-South
Cooperation projects, funded through the UN-India Development Fund.

"UNESCO has been quick to develop projects. This is South-South cooperation in its essence.
The first project with UNESCO is taking off and we hope there will be many more to come,"
Akbaruddin said, adding that the Government of Gambia expressed appreciation to India for the
project, saying in a tweet that "support of India and UNESCO can make a real difference in
addressing capacity gaps, saving lives".
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-24

ITALY SIGNS NEW ‘SILK ROAD’ PROTOCOL WITH
CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Italy on Saturday signed a “non-binding” protocol with China to take part in Beijing’s new “Silk
Road” of transport and trade links stretching from Asia to Europe.

In doing so, Italy became the first G7 country to sign up for the massive project which has
sparked unease in the U.S. and the European Union (EU) as China aspires to a greater world
role.

Visiting Chinese President Xi Jinping and Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte both attended a
ceremony for the signing of 29 Memoranda of Understanding which Italian media said were
worth €5 billion-€7 billion. Also signing the accords were the chairman of China’s chairman of
the National Development Commission He Lifeng and Italian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Economic Development Luigi Di Maio.

Italian financial daily Il Sole 24 Ore said the value of the Chinese investments could rise to €20
billion but would for now be limited to the strategic ports of Genoa and Trieste.

Red-carpet welcome

Italy has rolled out the red carpet for Mr. Xi, who on Friday sought to allay Western unease over
his transformational infrastructure initiative by emphasising the $1 trillion project’s mutual
benefits.

The accords also foresee the opening up of the Chinese market for Italian oranges as well as a
partnership for Chinese tourism giant Ctrip, notably with Rome’s airports.

Cultural tie-ups including town twinnings are also on the agenda while Beijing is pushing to have
several Serie A football matches played in China — although that would currently contravene
regulations of the game’s governing body FIFA.

In what some perceived as a snub, Italy’s far-right Deputy Prime Minister Matteo Salvini did not
attend Friday's state dinner for Mr. Xi at Mattarella's Quirinal Palace, having stated that Italy
would be “no-one’s colony.” Mr. Salvini has notably urged caution about using Chinese telecom
giant Huawei’s next generation 5G mobile technology, whereas coalition partner Luigi Di Maio is
keener for Chinese partnerships.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-25

PARALLEL TRACKS ON TRADE TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Could it be that the strained trade relations between India and the U.S. are an outcome not of
the U.S.’s domestic politics but of India’s? The timeline of U.S. President Donald Trump’s
decision to rescind the benefits Indian exports enjoy under the Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) programme is revealing.

It begins with the change in foreign direct investment (FDI) rules in India. The tightened norms
that came into effect on February 1 place several restrictions on e-commerce companies,
including Walmart-owned Flipkart and Amazon.

The unexpected changes came after Walmart, the world’s largest retailer, paid over $16 billion
to acquire Flipkart last May. To raise the resources needed, Walmart put one of its biggest
international operations, Asda, on the block for $10 billion.

The calculations behind the $500 billion retail giant’s investment in India have gone awry after
the change in the FDI rules. The Walmart family are close friends of Mr. Trump. On February 20,
Walmart CEO Doug McMillon said the company was disappointed that New Delhi had changed
the FDI rules without consultation and hoped for a more collaborative process going forward.
Days later, on March 4, Mr. Trump notified Congress of his intention to slap punitive action on
India by ending preferential treatment for the country’s exports.

Walmart has a reputation for killing small retail businesses with ultra-low prices, a concern that
influenced New Delhi’s decision to tighten the FDI rules. While the FDI policy might be
irreversible, economic diplomacy can still defuse the situation and prevent the removal of the
GSP benefits that will not take effect for until at least 60 days after the notifications to Congress
and the Indian government.

The simmering tensions go back to April 2018 when the United States Trade Representative
(USTR) launched a review of New Delhi’s eligibility for the GSP programme. Tensions escalated
in June, as New Delhi, in response to Washington’s 25% tariff hikes on steel and 10% levies on
aluminium, immediately accused it of unfair trade practices, and, seeking to signal a muscular
approach, threatened retaliatory tariffs on $235 million of U.S. imports.

Bilateral talks since then have failed to ease tensions and India now stares at losing the GSP
benefits. Foreign Secretary V.K. Gokhale returned empty-handed from Washington recently.

India’s GSP status came under review after the U.S. medical and dairy industries complained
that New Delhi is not providing them “equitable and reasonable access to its market”. India’s
data localisation policies deepened the rift.

New Delhi’s use of price control measures against imported drugs and medical devices has
grown noticeably. Cardiac stents were put under price controls in February 2016 and knee
implants attracted similar action in August 2017, after which trade margins for many medical
devices are sought to be capped.

U.S. manufacturers complain that in doing so, New Delhi has meted out differential treatment to
them vis-à-vis domestic players.

For domestic companies, the price to distributors is considered while in the case of global
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manufacturers the base proposed is the landed costs of imports. The U.S. medical device
industry wants price controls on cardiac stents and knee implants withdrawn and would like
products to be treated on parity with domestic medical devices through a trade margin
rationalisation regime.

New Delhi has preferred to act against unreasonable price mark-ups through price controls
when exactly the same outcomes can be achieved through other types of policy alternatives.
The USTR is right in pointing out that price capping counts as a trade barrier. New Delhi can
easily address the concerns by replacing price controls with trade margin rationalisation
measures, applying them equally to domestic and foreign manufacturers.

India is the largest beneficiary of the GSP, the largest and oldest U.S. trade preference
programme. The GSP is aimed at promoting economic development by allowing duty-free entry
of products from designated beneficiary countries. Nearly 4,800 different goods from 129
designated countries enjoy duty-free access under the programme.

The immediate loss for India is preferential access at zero or minimal tariffs to the U.S. in case
of about 1,900 products, or about half of all Indian products.

New Delhi has downplayed the impact of the proposed withdrawal of benefits, saying exports
worth $190 million only are likely to be affected and that the tariff advantage was 4% or more on
only 2,165 of a total of 18,770 tariff lines.

This is an underestimation. The loss to the economy would be much larger than what the
Department of Commerce is projecting. While it is true that the actual tariff advantage from the
programme works out to a meagre $190 million, which is just 0.4% of the total Indian exports to
the U.S., the actual loss will not be limited to the immediate tariff advantage.

Indian exporters are competing for market share in the U.S. with other low-income countries in
industries where margins are wafer thin. Even minor price hikes can drive significant drops in
export volumes. In which case, losing GSP access will be costlier than the projections.

Among price-sensitive products eligible for higher GSP benefits that risk losing out to
competition from other countries are processed food, leather products, plastic products, building
materials, tiles, hand tools, engineering goods, cycles and made-ups such as pillow/cushion
sleeves and woven women’s apparel.

Many of these are the very industries the new e-commerce FDI rules seek to protect.

 

Puja Mehra is a Delhi-based journalist
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India-China dialogue has expanded but the two countries are not on the same page on terror
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-26

GOLAN HEIGHTS BELONGS TO ISRAEL: U.S.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

A house in Mishmeret, Israel that was damaged following Monday’s rocket strike.APAriel Schalit
 

With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at his side, U.S. President Donald Trump declared on
Monday that the Golan Heights belongs to Israel. Mr. Netanyahu spared no praise as he
watched Mr. Trump sign the Golan proclamation at the White House, likening him to President
Harry S. Truman, who recognised Israel, and even to Cyrus the Great, the Persian king who
freed the Jews of Babylon.

“Your decision to recognize Israel’s sovereignty on the Golan Heights is so historic,” Mr.
Netanyahu told Mr. Trump. The Jewish state captured the territory from Syria during the Six-Day
War of 1967. “Your recognition is a two-fold act of historic justice. Israel won the Golan Heights
in a just war of self-defence, and the Jewish people’s roots in the Golan go back thousands of
years,” he said. Mr. Netanyahu was visiting Washington for the conference of the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee but cut his visit short after a rocket fired on Monday from the
Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip hit a house north of Tel Aviv, wounding seven Israelis in an
unusually long-range attack.

Just as Mr. Netanyahu entered the White House, Israeli warplanes struck targets in Gaza linked
to Hamas with the Prime Minister vowing to respond “forcefully to this wanton aggression”.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-26

THE FALL OF IS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The military defeat of the Islamic State, declared with the capture of Baghuz in Syria, the last
sliver of its territory, had been in the making for months. Since 2016, when Iraqi forces started a
determined push to take back territory usurped by the post-al Qaeda “Caliphate”, the group has
steadily lost territory. The fall of Mosul in mid-2017 marked a significant milestone. Around the
same time, a US-backed coalition had started retaking IS territory in Syria. Raqqa, the self-
declared capital of the IS, in Syria, and the last big city it held in that country, was freed from the
IS in October 2017. There was a terrible civilian toll and to this day, the city remains
uninhabitable, while Iraq struggles to rebuild Mosul. At the height of its power, the IS controlled
almost a third of Syria and a long boot-shaped piece of territory in Iraq, like a dagger through its
heart, stopping just north of Baghdad. In these areas, the self-styled “Caliphate” attracted
thousands of young people from across the world, including to the great shock of those
countries, from North America and Europe. It also attracted donors from which it raised billions
of dollars. Plus it sold oil from the large fields in Syria and some in Iraq under its control to a
shadow world of clients. It inflicted great brutality on all that lay in its path — people,
architecture, libraries and museums.

However, the IS as an ideology had long crossed over the steadily shrinking geographical
borders of the so-called Caliphate. In that sense, declaring victory over the IS may be
premature. While thousands of IS fighters and their families have dispersed from their
strongholds in Syria and Iraq into the deserts, the group is present in Afghanistan where it is
known as the Islamic State of the Khorasan. In the manner of al Qaeda at its height, the IS now
has independently operating franchises across the world, and individuals and small bands of
individuals ready to carry out terrorist attacks in several parts of the world.

Only a handful of IS-inspired youngsters have been detected in India, some after they had left
for Syria, but fortunately, most as they were being radicalised by online mentors. Earlier this
month, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj told the OIC foreign ministers that India’s
multiculturalism and diversity had ensured that extremist ideologies had not taken hold. But
there is no room for complacency. Religious co-existence has been undermined much in recent
times, and the situation in Kashmir has deteriorated. The IS is sure to react to its defeat, and to
see the multiple faultines of this region as an opportunity. India cannot afford to let down its
guard.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-27

EXERCISE AL NAGAH – III 2019 VALIDATION AND
CLOSING CEREMONY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Middle East

Ministry of Defence

Exercise Al Nagah – III 2019 Validation and Closing
Ceremony

Posted On: 25 MAR 2019 6:05PM by PIB Delhi

The third edition of joint military training exercise between Indian Army and Royal Oman Army,
Exercise AL NAGAH 2019 concluded at Jabel AI Akhdar training camp, Oman on 25 March
2019. Closing ceremony witnessed final validation by observer delegation group of both the
nations. Indian side was represented by HE Mr Munu Mahawar, Indian Ambassador to Oman
and Major General A K Samantara. Royal Oman Army was represented by Major General Matar
Bin Salim Bin Rashid Al Balushi and many senior officials. Contingent commanders of both the
contingent briefed the delegation on the progress of the exercise. The   two-week long exercise
had commenced on 12 March 2019.  60 Soldiers of Indian Army took part in the exercise
alongwith similar strength of pers from Royal Army of Oman. 

Both sides jointly planned and executed a series of well-developed tactical operations based on
scenarios that are likely to be encountered in semi-urban and mountainous terrain. 
Commanders at various levels from both sides were exercised to work in close coordination to
receive and collate information, jointly plan operations and issue suitable order to respective
components.  Subject experts from both the contingents also held in-depth discussions on
various facets of counter insurgency and counter terrorist operations.

Exercise AL NAGAH will go a long way in further cementing relationship between the nations
and will act as a catalyst in bringing synergy and cooperation while undertaking such operations
under the United Nations mandate.
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OPENING CEREMONY INDO-SRI LANKA JOINT
EXERCISE MITRA SHAKTI-VI

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Ministry of Defence

Opening Ceremony Indo-Sri Lanka Joint Exercise Mitra
Shakti-VI

Posted On: 27 MAR 2019 3:13PM by PIB Delhi

Opening ceremony of Exercise MITRA SHAKTI VI, a 14 days joint training exercise of the Indian
Army and the Sri Lankan Army has been held on 27 March at Diyatalawa Parade Ground in
Diyatalawa, Badulla District, Sri Lanka. This is the sixth edition of the joint exercise between the
two nations.  The exercise is being conducted from 26 March to 08 April 19.

 

 The Indian Army contingent comprises of a company group from BIHAR Regiment and a similar
strength from the First Gemunu Watch Battalion of Sri Lankan Army. Brigadier HPNK
Jayapathirana, General Officer Commanding 21 Division of  Sri Lankan Army was the chief
guest for the opening ceremony.

 

The primary focus of the exercise is to train and equip the contingents to undertake joint counter
insurgency and counter terrorist operations in urban/ rural environment under the United Nations
flag. The exercise provides an ideal platform for both contingents to share their operational
experience and expertise while being instrumental in broadening interoperability and
cooperation between the armies of India and Sri Lanka.
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